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DISTRICT OF COLUMBiA. 



A firmjzBB ' community presupposes a goveHi&ient; of law. If 
that govwftiment be a republic, its citizens are the sol* sources, as w&M 
as the mmects of ita power, Its constitution is their bill of direction* to 
their- own agents— -a 'grant authorizing the exercise of cartain powers 
and prohibiting' that of others. ''In the Ctomtinrtioii of the 'Unite.; 
State's,, whatever else ynay be nljswwp, ihfe clause granting power to 
Congress over the Federal District may well defy misconstruction. 
Art. 1, kec 8, Clause 18 : "The Congress shall hate power to exer- 
cise exclusive legislation, in aU cases whatsoever, over such District,** 
Congress may make laws for the District u in all cases/' not of all Minds. 
TPhe grant respects the subjects of legislation, not the moral nature of 
the laws. The law-making power every where, is subject to mora? 
restrictions, Whether limited by constitutions or not. No legislature 
«sm authorize murder, aor make . honesty penal, nor virtue a sriinev 
aor exact hngro&abititieB. la these and similar respects? ''•■'he power ef 
Congress is held m check oy principles existing Ik the nature of 
ihingSp .not imposed fey the Constitution, but presupposed and 'assumes 
by St, The power of'CfcagrefeS'over the District is 'restricted only % 
those principles JJwt limit ordinary legisJatfea. and, us/sorae reaped a 
it has even wider., scope-* ' " 

In common with the legislatures of the States, Congress' cannot 
cciistitutionaUy pass ex post facto l&ws.ia criminal cases, no? suspend 
She writ of hafef .ts corpus, not pass a bill of - attainder," nor abridge the 
freedom of speech aad of the press,, nor invade the right of the peopla 
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, mt enact 
iaws respecting an establishment of i^bgion. ' These are general &n- 
itations. Congress cannot do these things amy vfi&re* - Th£ ejptci 
impost, therefore, of the clause "in all cases whatsoever,*' is, «si.'aJJ 
<s:%*eds v&kiit the a$w®p&a&t ' sgikete af leghhffm, Some , legisla- 
tures as* restrained by ' constitutions from fee exejwase.'of .powers 
strictly. within the proper sphere of legislation, Congressional' pow?? 
over $he District has no such restraint. ' It ■ traverses 'the whole HeM 
«>? legMwjjw^Jw legislatioa. ' All the p©v»»? isis&sh "aay Isgjsle&sra hss 
■within & ; %ia jurisdiction, - Congress hojis over the District of Ov 
himbia* 



<M has been asserted! that the daa<» m question* Awptwta hmmiy 
ponce regulationa, and that its goto design was to enable (rjongress to 
protect itaelf ag&in&t popular tumults. Bui if the framers of the 
Constitution aimed to provia.i for a single case only, why did they 
provide for 46 aU cases whatsoever ?" Besides, this clause was oppos* 
ed in rgany of the state conventions, because the grant of power was 
not reawicted to police regulations alone,, in the V irginia Convention, 
Geo%e Mason, the fetherof the Virginia Constitution, said, "This 
•elauae gives aa unlimited authority in every possible case within the 
District. He would willingly give them exclusive power as far as 
respected the police and good government of the place, but he would 
give them no more," Mr. Grayson said* that control over the police 
was all-sufficient, and that the * ; 'Continental Congress never had an 
idea of eaek&ive legislation in ail cases." Patrick Henry said* *' Is it 
consistent with any principle of prudence or good policy~to grant 
laniimiied, unbounded authmiSxf V Mr. Madison said in reply : "I did 
conceive that the clause under consideration was one of those parts 
which would speak its own praise. When any power is given, its de- 
legation necessarily involves authority to make laws to execute it. 
* „ * * * The powers which are found necessary to be given, are 
tneiefbre delegated generally, and particular and minute specification is 
left to the legislature. * * It is not within the limits of human 
capacity to delineate on paper all, those particular cases and circum* 
stances, in which legislation by the general legislature would be ne«. 
cessary* 5! Governor Randolph said % " Holland has no ten miles square, 
but she has the Hague where the deputies of the States assemble. 
But the influence which it has given the province of Holland, .to, have 
the seat of government within its territory, subject in- some respects to 
its contsoh has been injurious to the other provinces. The wisdom of 
the Convention is therefore manifest in granting to 'Oongress exclusive 
jurisdiction over 'the place of their session." Weh.Va, Con., p. 320,] 
In the forty-third number of the " Federalist,^ Mr. Madison says ; "The 
indispensable necessity of complete authority at the seat of government, 
carries its own evidence with it." 

Finaliy, that the grant in question is to be interpreted according 
to tb«s obvious import of its terms, is proved by the fact, that Tirginia 
proposed an amendment to the . United States* Constitution at the time 
of its adoption, providing that this clause ss should be so construed. as' 
to give power only over the police and good govmttnmi of said Dis- 
trict,'' witch amendment was rejected. . 

^he former part of the clause under consideration, i( Congress 
shall h?.ve power to exercise exctusive legislation" gives sole jurisdic- 
tion,' and the, lalter part* * in all cases whatsoever, defines the 'essimf 
of it, Since, then, Con$press is. the pole legislature within the District, 
and since its power is limited oiuy by the checks common to all legis- 
kiuresr, k Mows that what the law-making power is intrinskallyxom- 
petent. to ho any where, Congress is competent to .do m Sj^l/istrict of 
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t&iumbia. Having disposed of prahnuimiwa, w» proceed to state *ttd 
argue the real question at issue. 

>> 

IB TOE T^W-WUKWHx POWSlft COWHSKBOT TO ABOLISH 8 LAVES.* WH&lt 
SOT EESTBICTBD IN THAX PAETICtJltAR. BY CfaNSTltimOllAJt. faOYISIONS—* 
Or, SS TfiE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY WITHIN TUB &F*RO?BXATB 8&HKKB O? 
I&GXSXiATION ? 

1. In every government, absolute sovereignty ousts mmetfiktire, la « 
the United States it exists primarily with people, and ultimate sove- I 
reignty altoaya exists with them. In each of the States* the legislature I 
possesses a representative sovereignty, delegated by the people through 
the Constitution — the people thus committing to the legislature a per* 
lion of their sovereignty, and specifying in their constitutions the 
amount of the grant and its condition!?. That the people in any state 
where slavery exists, have the .power to abolish it, none, will deny. If 
the legislature have not the power, it is because the people have. $6° 
served it to themselves. Had they lodged with the legislature ** pow- 
er to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever/* they 
would have parted with their sovereignty over the legislation of the 
State, and so far forth, the legislature Would have become the people* 
clothed with all their functions, and as such cprapeteat, during the <m* 
titwance ef the grant, to do whaler the people might have done be* 
fore the surrender of their power : consequently, they would have the 
power to abolish slavery. The sovereignty of the District of Columbia 
exists. smewJxre^-yfbore is it lodged ? The citizens of the District 
have no legislature of their own, no representation in Congress, and 
no political power whatever, Maryland and Virginia have mxhm* 
dered to the United States their " full and absolute right and entire 
sovereignty/' and the people of the United States have committed to 
Congress by the Constitution, the power to ** exercise! exclusive legislsu 
tion m all cases whatsoewr over such District.'* .•>■- 
. Thus, the sovereignty of the District of Columbia? is shown to, reside 
solely in the Congress of the United States'.; and since the power of th® 
people of a state to abolish slavery within their pwa limits, results from 
their entire sovereignty within that state,' so the poweivof Cojagresi to 
abolish slavery in the District,, results from its entire sovew^ty witibia 
the District. If it be objected that Congress can .have no moire pbweit 
over the Bistrkit, fean was. held .--by the legislatures, of Maryland and 
Virginia* we ask what clause of the constitution, graduates the pow«r 
of Congress by the standard of those legislatures? W«s the United 
►States' constitution worked into its, present shape under the measuring 
line and square of Virginia and Mstryland ? and is its power f©:&e bt>v* 
elled down till it can run in the grooves of state legislation 1 Then m 
a deal of prating .'about' 1 constitutional power over the District, as 
though Congress were indebted for it t© Maryland and Virginia*; The 
powers of those states, whether prodigies or nullities, have nothjag to ;«b 
with Sue question* As well thrust in the powers of the Oyand Iifiia» to 



join iffffle ixpoii, or twist papal bulb into constitutional tethe: wit&i 
which to curb congressional action. Tub CoKarmmOH or tkk Uhi- 
tbd States gives power to Congress^ and takes it away, and it alone. 
Maryland j^4. Virginia adopted the Constitution before they ceded to- 
die tjnited States the terjritpry of the District. By their acts of ces- 



made room for that provided by the United States' constitution, which, 
sovereignty was to commence as soon as a cession of territory by 
states, and its acceptance by Congress, furnished a sphere for its ex- 
ercise. That the abolition of slavery is within the sphere of legiskv 

%. FUOS? Tp» FACT* THAT SLAVERY, AS A > LEGAL- SYSTEM, IS THE 

oSMms or legislation. The law, by creating slavery, not omy 
affirmed its exfotmee to be within the sphere and under the control of 
kgisktion, but al$o» the cmditiom and terms of its existence, and the 
question whether or not it should exist. Of course legislation would 
not travel <wtt of Hs sphere, in abolishing what is within it, and what hail 
been! recognised to be within it, by its own act* Cannot legislature* 
appeal their own laws t If law can take from a man his rights, it can 
give thews "tack again. If i* can say, "your body belongs to your 
neighbor," it can say, s 'it belongs to yourself." If it can annul a 
man's tight to himself held by express grant from his Maker, and 
can create for another an artificial tiile to bim, can it not annul the 
artificial tJtJe, and leave the original owner to hold himself by his 
oriain&l title t > 



-'8, I^HE ASOUrrOlsr OI 1 St-AtBST HAS ALWAYS BSBJF OONSIPBBBD* 

finw the asteo?siate SPHERE of -xs»istATioN. Almost evesy 
civilised nation has abolished slavery by law. The history of legisla^ 
tion smbeihe revival of letters, is a record crowded with testimony to* 
the uinversally admitted eeimpetency of the law-making power to 
aboiiah slavery. It is so manifestly an attribute not merely oT absolute 
sovereignty, but even of ordinary legislation; that the competency of & 
legislature to esercisfe it* may well nigh- be reckoned among the legal 
axioms of 'the civilized world. Even the night of the dark ages was not 
dark e&ragb tottmke thia invisible. 

The Abolition decree 1 of the great council ^ vt Katrtaiid was passed 
iai il^2»; ;.$he JfiemomMe Irish decree, " that all the English slaves 
ist the; whole of Ireland, be immediately emancipated and restored to 
&eir fbfhiissr'fiberty,^ wBSvissuedm 1171. Slavery ia England was 
s^disbe^ by 1 ft <g«neral charter of emancipation in 1381; Passing 
#<w .-ismy- instances of the anoiitionof slavery by law, both; during 
^ ftoddfe ages and since the reformation, We find them multiplying 
wwe>'^roaeh ouff own' times. In 1770 slavery was abolished in 
?kassm by s^e^&ll vedict*, In St. Domingo, Cayenne, (Suadaldinie, 
;.$fa*^tt(i^ ia 1794, wfeace mow thaii $00,00$ slaves were 
eft^cipiKWii % the^ French government. In Java^ 1611; in Ceylon, 
1$1GY » ftuaaos Ayres, 1816 ; in St, vfelena, 1819; m Colombi% 
% lha Gos^jrea* ©f Chili in iBfiil ; in Cape Colony, 1898 ; 




the District, and thus 
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an Malacca, 1825 5 in the southern provinces of Bircnah, 1820 ; iu Bo. 
livia 1828 ; in Peru, Guatemala, and Monte Video, 1828; ia Jasnaic** 
Barbados, the Bermudas, the Bahamas, Asjpilla, Mauritius, St China* 
tophers, Nevis, die Virgin Islands, (British), Antigua, Maateerrtk 
Dominica, St. Vincents, Grenada, Berbice, Tobago, St. Lucia, Trinidad, 
Honduras, Demerara, Essequibo and the Cape of Good Hope, oa the let 
of August, 1834. But Waving details, suffice it to say, that England, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Russia, Austria, Prussia, and 
<rermany, have all and often given their testimony to the competency 
of the legislative power to abolish slavery. In our own country, the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania passed an act of abolition in 1780, Con- 
mecticut in 1784 5 Rhode Island, 1784; New-York, 1790 ; New Jersey, 
in 1804; Vermont, by Constitution, in 1777 ; Massachusetts, in 1780; 
nxid New-Hampshire, in 1784. 

When the competency of the kw-making power to abolish skveiy 
has thus been recognized every where and for ages, when it has beejz 
embodied in the highest precedents, and celebrated in the thousand 
jubilees of regenerated liberty, is it an achieyemeut of modem discov- 
ery, that such a power is a nullity ?— that all these acts of abolition are 
void, and that the millions disenthralled by them, are, either themselves 
or their posterity, still legally in bondage ? 

4. Legislative powbk. has abolishsp slavery in its pasts, The 
law of South Carolina prohibits the working of slaves more than fifteen 
hours in the twenty-four. In.other words, it takes from the slaveholder 
his power over nine hours of the slave's time daily ; and if it can take 
.nine hours it may take twenty-four. The laws of Geoigia prohibit the 
working of slaves on the first day of die week 5 £n& jf'they can do it 
■for the fir st, they can for the six following. The law of North Caroline, 
rorphibits the "immoderate" correction of slaves. If it has power to 
prohibit immoderate correction, it can prohibit moderate c©ffrectioii~-€s# 
-correction, which would be virtual emancipation; for, take from the 
master the power to inflict pain, and he is master no bnger. Cease 
to ply the slave with the stimulus of fear, and he is fcje. 

The Constitution of Mississippi gives the General 'Asse^bk power 
to make laws " to oblige the owners of slaves m ireat wiSfr kumm- 
The institution of Misso uri has the same clause, and an addi- 
tional one making it the duty of tiAe legislature to pass such laWs as may 
he necessary to secure the hmume treatment of the slaves. This 
grant to those legislatures, empowers them to decide what is and what 
is|»wt "humane treatment," Othervrae it gives ttc " poWer w ~t|te 
•clause is mere waste paper, and floats in the race of a befooled legisla- 
ture. A. clause giving power to require "humane treatment" covers 
■-all the particulars of such treatment— gives power to exact it in all 
respects — requiring certain acts, and prohibiting others— maiming, 
branding, chaining together, separating families. Hoggings sfbr learning 
the a^habit^ for reading the Bible, fof Worslupmg God ae&S*a1ng to 
won^ience~the legislature has power to specify each of these ao?*^ 
deefeeihat it ia not ^htmam treatment" and ^prohibit is.— ^Tfe« jegte-; 



\ 

fctcrittt .j^y'-alsx> ! 'be%Ve that driving men and Woniett into the fSfeld/M<Sf 
iois^g th6m to y work without pay, is iftot « humane treatment," apd 
being sonstftutionally found * 4 ti oblige*' masters to practise " humane 
keatte»t"~^they. have the power to prohibit such treatment and are 
b^uhd^todohV '', '■• ^ ':' : 

•V'TKe- ; lac«r;'b)f Louisiana makes slaves real estate, prohibiting thb hold- 
er, ifhe be also a load holder, to separate them from the soil** If it 
has power to prohibit the sale viitbout the soil; it can prohibit the safe 
with it ; asd if it can prohibit >ne sdle as prb|>erty, it canjprphibit th© 
holding as, ptoperty, Similar mr$ exist in toe French, Spanish, and 
Portuguese colonies. The iaw of Louisiana requires the master to 
give bifl i slayeS a . certain amount of food and 'clothing* If it can oblige 
the master to give the slave me thing, it can oblige, him to give him 
another: if food and [clothing, then ..wages,' liberty, his own body. By 
the laws of Connecticut^ slaves n^ay receive . and bold property, and 
prosecute suits in their own name as plaintiffs . [This last was also the 
tow of Vtt^bia in .179®. See Tuckers i " Dissertation on Slavery's" ^* 
78.] There were also la^ making marriage 

contingencies, atid punishing infringements of thtoib, {"- IletteV' Laio c£ 
Baron and Femmef'p. 840-1.] •; • , ." / \; <"\ 4 

Bach of the laws enumerated above, does, in, principle, abolish slave- 
ry ;, and all of them together abolish it wfaet* True, ,not"a§ a wholp, 
and at a sMSw^e, nor all in one place ; but in its parte, by p 1 iecemeal, at 
divers ^e^.andr plaies* thus showing that the abolition 'of slavery 
within the boundary .of legislation. ; 

•In the' ^Washington C.)~City Laws," page 13$, is " An Act to 
prevent horses from* beuig crtielly beaten or abused. 5 * Similar Id^s 
nave b^n passed by' 'cffxj^^^^^pmy of the slave states, and 
throughout the civilized world, s^ch v ^tets are punishable either as viola- 
tions of conurton law or of legislatives eiiactmentsV If - a legislature can 
pass laws *f to prevent fames from being cruelly, abused,* it co^n pass 
laws to prevent 'him ftottt beinjg cruelrjr abused, and 'if If., can i'yrr&dtikt 
cruel abuse, it can define wfiffi&is. . It catt^ctare >;t$tt£e to roiake men. 
without pay is cruel ja^u^'.andJcati'',raoHteit"i! { i' : " - . V 

. ' 5,;; Tije-' competency o* 'SKB;'^w.kAiraQ-.;'^w^^xQ amlisW sla- 

VB$7,i'H£S SKEW BEC0&N1ZED By . ^ ^ S},AV^flOLDIN& StAO^S, BlMolft 

bibectlst oii tMTOcAMow. ^Sb t nw;'S6^..rec>^D^ei',it' in. 'jtiitoax ': 
$Umwm,hy ■gymg-'tba legislature $ower to emancipate! sUchl sl4ve$ as 
may fMve rendered the state sotoe dis^guisfied servicej" and omers 
by express prohibitory resections. . The Constitution of Jtifm^sippt 
Ar&ansas, and other Statesj restrict &eip6wer of tlie legislatee ni i& 
respect. Why this express prohibition, if the law-making power- ecm~ 
9tU abolish slavery ? A stately farce, indeed^ with apprxjpriato rites to* 

". * Virginia icade silavssieat estate %a passed 1705/ . Seventy's Mst. 
of Va^ p, 99l) . I do tiffl find the precise - time witen this law was repeafeel, $ti>- 
Mfcjy waea "Virginia Became tire chief Starve breeder fori the cotton-growing; aiiii 
stt{jat-p!aniinff couatryiaM gaade> young aaanand -'vjomm "fsbm fifteen c<^ 
tronty-ave" the mmx staple produciioa of the State, 
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indict into tfoe Constitut«»i : a special qtemfr for tho^.o^Wifaspo^.fl' 

wp&r fata,, an^ ^hftt cffif^w* p«roft to at J f -- 
^teft have, jao -PjMW&r to i^ra;?ia:rei^ < #^M* VM>M 
ttC^Juvejiggir^^ pj^r^lM IWHM!.... 

ftl^Jish, slavery, and h# '^J^^^,p-fm^%, u kN^:' rt. ;'u|..{ * 
pvar# &f^mM>^.feto ##MvilWPi^ fmjfcv 



By .a lawtf^j^ fp^]nfc,tfff iim^^mmw^^^ 
Bee., jpftXwM* Stewart** :Q«ta] (frtyfei jthat &. &laye*awri 



periods, inajsing one 

by the ^yejftWt; . ' ',$o^€a^^ P$$$i 



^.g»apvte ttoj^wona tfjfeewwjijii^ 



.......... ^-^^.fliMjm^ 

and tbe.p^wiw^agi^.to, do ^.^gijgbgafc .^J ^ < flWg i gg'^ ,. t -4 •£^Pjg*.<»g | ¥ 
&m the prevalent belief at Ijjat tfimfr. M&a ^yphffSta^ y# 
the (seneral gapcroN^^ attpe ^:|KpJK^,;a|!^^ai.^^ 

sjnsjon ,0f .slavey Soothe '^ti^.^erMtoiy' .jjf. 
j^ii<te<| within the .Qaanal .8ta^. a$d; tt^.t^-fc^^^s^;,' ^-j^ 
3ued; wfe«i, presented' % spep)ifi<? i^byf Ji^| '^tipw|afeo%X-t;w : ;y f-^-i -vv 

ite numerous caees their wgp^co^ 



!e^ai owner of .slayea takes into those J 
b^A abolish^ lf rr^-- •/•••;»••» •. • -..-i 



tug. Cq^-ftiiii^^ , 
' the ,C^wt.if Aj[^aj|p $wf»w|v^^ 

-case, vrl^t'jim, tried ih..j[i3ftj^ 

to. Frames ^t.bipg&t.j^l; ^^^'^^©^oi; fp : Sfu^^;^ur4 ,'■ 



wished iiiorS ^incfex^ly tban 1 
ifttftf. MWftJ^^$faf.$* 'Hfe Itolttibn bf slavery ; - but there is brrty 

t^W^fvm jfcftboto ofsU^ry) beWa% Sit; and a& 
a letter .tx>!j^^f^^^XfS^%^^W^ : " It fe.a^ng 



. jmy: TOtf^lftrtfts W £kP ' some • • feM ^difttfea by %h«ish ' .slaved in this . 
coun#may •Bfi ! ifl|&B^V^m^ , i & k lettef to^ JdbnSi^airi lie 
says ••••^Pher^i^'Jii 

Aetfl w&Wn$fher"&a^^ naveatp^eiHimV but wbich 

trc^$y : m^ and at £ berlofl riot 

• . xSkm^ ! ^fSE^^fsff^i^ ', of movements in the ^irgima/ Legisla- 
tiire m'-fTif^ Sbr %e '-j&sgftge of a tewr * etti#^atin^ 'bIoto^ 



iA^?l^" J ttl^^fc8(. : of tab* amendment were agreed on, that is to 
lS& v w ^ttiin of all boW after cl certain day : but it w#a fiiond 




i£ ' a committee of the Tirgmia House 



W^'kMi' bf the tabmqrable Tiq^''Ck>^entb«'nil7dr> 
said PreOTderit of llxe Yir^nia Court of Appeals jWytbe wa^.the Blacljl 
#^^^ ( i^^ ! :^c1i»'ftr' st quarter of a century Chancellor of the 
^tei ^^feas^f of .law in &e Unnrersity of Wiffiam and Mary y 
and the pre^tbtfbf Jete He 
was the author of the celebrated remonstrance to the ErigKsh House v 
ofGpniii^ \ Astd iefifersoK, bis name 

Is his lwd^^j»Tfr^ - ' ? r ' : "'; ; '' f>-- 

Ev^ slaVebotdii% member of CJoagress ''from the States of ^Mary- 
laudj TOjJn^a, Worth and South Carolina, and CSeor^a, voted for the 
celebrate^ ' <oMp&^ r '^^i^U<ih- dUMkd iik slavery then existing 
sn ^e.^b^pest ^emfc^"; Pal^ci:;Seijryi in his ^ett fenbwa letter 
tb:lto^^Muft^ ; ^r ^l^ghi^' Jairaary 18, '-llH^ : !> " I;';belieVe 

^portfo^'wut w bffered 'in <#oMf : 4lu> 
iamefatalle/e^ advocated the abd- 

Itfibji bfstory^l^^ ;Lu- 
ther' 'M^;ur^ea "the -'sj^-^iS^^'t^^/tSte 1 Federal CoWeritioir, 
and & his' r^rt ^ ^e E^fe^tire of J^landV r SiiGebrge 
'■ Iftafei; o£l^ of 'Wfflsjim an^ 

'■ljli&<^ ' *; M " v 

3 ^f^^'Skf^vMi New^brK'^as'-'yet M 'skve' iJ ^ti^^\aM : himself 

• '^ , a;i!s^^d^ r ^m'^letebr, firom ; 'Sp>ra^is^7&ft s '« Ait ;excej|©B 4 t 
law might be made out of the Fennaylmuia oue, for the 'gradual ;alioii- 



1 ceasad to b© a somber." 



; i£ ; becai}^'^.'liswf or 



January ,8, . twfo , ?,To; t m^mmi^msm^--. w& 

ult^ate efferwsi^ 

©£ f a : ^ih^^W^';^Awii» pi^eejwgs vere „w4^| ,«^. 
fromm editorial article in thp JUptt^jj4 r !WffW» , * 

"TW report' of; ^fe© > ^ef©«^ ; .C^ongu^i^ljea* . a^©*s^, l*p^d>* o$ 
tfya pbiept <of u^bolitiofl,, was ia ttt«iw> i^rda h ^( °P W a 

any^eg&J^ff: imeQnentsfir ^J^f*^Sm g m^ t 

Mri ^reato^.iaTOve^ traverse, ajid, thuftia, declas© ; that /.ttVW' espe* 

dienij : w t« i. wOca ; l^^l^aV^;«>i^c^l^9^> fcft&fMm/ll #*H& 

aotibn^ancl iinnjejiate «pt^v->^^PJ^P9^ '-fjj 1 
% ; :|tfany of ^mosfcds^^ 
amendment, berause th^^ 

id ^%W.^.H'-||B^ jjrejud^the.ca^ 
. volte on Mri* Iwfyjj^&itypij^ito. 
finitely, indicates &e/true .W^ite cja^W??^ %i ; .«fo^f' •■ 
was the (teat question, a&d fjras, ;s$i intended and proclauned by its, mof©** 
TJ^ motioq i^^^ ^^* Wy^Hll»:^» 

bj^ vote, dediiayed their belief $ra$-at ^thaproner i tjnj^^ad^ii.l&e; 
pE^r r inode f Virginia ought to cogence a oyatem of .grad^albQi* 

.7, Thb Cohpbebs; op thos IXh^kd-. Stages '^su^;. AiH^i9^»' : .9|9a» < • 
mywa*., ^e.ptdanmce of '87,'declaring that there should be "neither. 

slavery, not. involuntary ^rvinw^ mi the NortjbtJW^Jtarn T^ss^rj^ 
abolished the slavery then existing there.!, The ^up, €bu?t,of JS^ssis- 
sippij [Harvey ;t». J?ec^r* Walker's Ml Kepsi S^j, declare^ tbat 
ordinance of '87 einaucipaied ^^^^^'held,^^.^^ (ia* 
cisibh the i question is ar^ei /^lyvand .i^gre&l .-jtengu^,. ShG Bnmam> 
Cburt of-jLaV made, the *ame decision in the case ^orfjytb. vs» Naaib^ 
4 , Ijf arti?i'a • La. "Reps. 1 385.;f The. r saine ^dpcim©, } was, laid do* _ . by. 
Judge Porter*, (late Tj^ite^ States, ^na^r/from )^))ia r bj8 decision^ 
tfce,,Maich : teite 6i the? .Supreme^ur^l880 f $e^#*.,€fce^k 
der30-;Hariin'«,t^8.-'^9fi.> ■ , : ,.-.T ••:;"< >.r ■•■<: -.• :.?•••'.■. .«•. v ;i 
,Th^ 

shown -by the fact* that jmrsoas koldjn| slb^;^w,'j^n^]7 P^t&idn^ 
ed ifor.Wr^alvoi 

reason. « The nej^tion of the citizens . _of B^dolph^ aM St. Clfti?. 

counties in ^j^o^.^cQ^^^staU^I '^y„^e^^ : ^mmvKiof 

s1feve's#:'an^ : pr^jng^!tb.e^ 

nance of .^V eiid the passage ^ 

mm: Stat^'pa^!JP» ; I^% ; ^^ m 
-Tdinajide befo^'.'ftie; Ifoited !Sti^;..Gi^M^^i^ 







i 1 which Cong^ i^e^ tfftde* ti^ articles of bonfefleration ? 
'THe-iaboHtioii ^'thTslWH^^^^^ attotfce* 
Slustreiibn of fe^mjife^^ 16 ttbojiiift ^dv^iy. 

TO A*rj<iah awi%Hrit& ! ^^ metb&ch^^m' common 

ice; llorit the ftict of it^ feeing ^per shvcry is overlooked. ' The 
ping mi ^U%, l thei#ial!to^^ti6^, 'and thehoitodra of themid«*sl 
>jd& :: WBK> ^ete iM^^ of the slavery )B whicti tlje viMima Werer 
aldy" I^t tHia^ U ceiled by their ov/n tutmea. When Congress 
icW slave. 'wWK'* ft' sMished si^vBttt^upreiro!© 



t^'ili'il^-'MifoiB^ 86vra ttfth Blood. - Truey 
r nf&Htion -of tSfe%i^ ttt^e, aljoli^il* «» th 



did not W- tte tuition of tlie 7 aktfe trttde, abolish «S the 

# ^ jttt^etfon. IVhWhas rifleWof poller io abbm^lM^ »« 
■QmW-p&W ibf-jytftttet^ has? 
*^httive ; Ic^kbii^ ikk ^ ca^b %&te<&?er'1 w ' : ' , • • ^ J 1 : V ! ' ; " 

:*6^^^i^ rto^ 4*oi& %f«vfc taMfrdMtf * : -lh tflarfc-'i; sec. %-ciatise 
$3*'pirb$!^ sliVe trade previous .-to 1803 } -thti©, 

"' £ : tE£ pftw^of'iEto^^ r&iHfr' 
its- power to do it vncoitiitieriaify, ^heu that restyictioa 
•- ' Again f ifn'iAarfe' 1 4r ; jeW 1 V*Nb ' person ' held to serrieef 
-Safc6^in' ; one State under the -lairs thereof escaping krtd arother, tfha$ 
in consequence of any law or regulstion therein, be discharged ftom< 
' mid .seMcie' : #• i^hori* This clause ; lfas inserted, «s all sifcut, to pre- 
vender rikja#ay ( »law iroitt Mog emancipated by the fctcs-of tha 
j?^'-qjtyties. " ;T if l ^se f«ws had jwa^r'to emancipstfej why ibis 6sit~ 
^ti^aal'g^d^/p^^^itf ''; ;v -': 

: , i T&2> : insertion w.iN ''^iaiwe^' ^s'-' f the;' tSstiicaoay of the ''eminent 

i^fiHim^'to % ffie'6iditfeen^ of the jpdntefiV'aiid 
1} tfeei sbolitiott of ekveijr ^asM^in the? 
^h©;ifigMof tte pwae? to thatwME 
p, { is :fo<ind^ ,r 6!i: 1 »''prmc1ple of itotoa®$ and 
sb stido^ydseo* «mjici ' fsWMfeilfedl 'Irjr -fffi^SvillieeMt -intfiAitai j property in slave© 
ivby getters! coossai, an ficcejffeim,* hence' ^lavefeoMera 'instated' 'wpoa- 
the iases^km'of this clause in the /United S^tes? 'Gbiisdtiii^^ij^'ths^ 
ajgbi S€i««te;-b^ wMcii protectioE is 

by the' acJmoMedged j^ipler 'of i^Veradla^.* xBy^de- 
jj^jj^ ^^hblwrir con^hted t&at "their 'slave® should 1 

^^l^'-^pi^i'Wttatefe'^^l^l'ntfl^al' -'Jower' tov : &r^ : 4&)g^'6ack,'«»-' 
tiiat «b» tb^.'Mre so^SMWsr ^xccswcry fty preeess? of iaw^tfeeisf slev^who,«s* 
<raj» to Canaaa* Soath i&meris&^ |tate3 r or t© Europ&rtitte ease already 
lytc^'lBt <rh6» th^' w6pre% Corart ofXomiiia 4eclde£ rait "residence' 

.■die .Sdferylasid, '€T<»^ipf Ap|^s-»aK!. iUb%aJio!S^;of 
vase averted} 5bat % t&e coassat of tha o'Mlisei ^©rld^ aad on tiie pria^ 




IS 






m. b& teciigmmd. as property by the 
htiBc« tbey tbojid their ckhtt, ou '^ fec« of ihexbo'iai; ^ 

0. Conqbsss has imqmtmimmw' wvtm <M 'j^^ ;Cl tm'XmaAm 
Law, as ths lhoax gfaribf'to^.;^ 
Tnis hw been dag^ with 
fcitfeor by iegMatka «et» or ^IbbBliMMMU 
mow i^w kftows s)ukvs». •* Jte j^aiKapw 
ever they Ah it 'lt'i»«' ; iiiritttify 
Whe?over akvoiy ?s « legd 'araitfe^ 

andin violation cftiw goi&k& W. Th© dedfti^l^ M l^spd " 
Iiisfcico Holt, that, -«by ctwninoia. J&i-'&Vmrb&htM 
in anbthtir," fe an ackiowledjrod taxioxfi, ; M'^M''ii|mi- >; 

Imttwn coin^ WdelShMon $ ftefavtfi' -'"l^'aflt^teofa 

ioa or property iSAwr^f, aa &iafjtf4lfettt^^ 
Congress adopt :tho commco law m the District cf€dS^u^tti*$ 
slavery, there is a'oolwheti. Coiif^fese n«y well Itf-ifr i^mi ' ia : «bs^ 
aaotv tew legislation, far the coramcn lesw la fha -jpiUNjP sternest Wife 
United States' CstiBtitutfon, Aft ift^jMM**^ p^vti^' ar«'-i& 
stmet with its tspimt ; w& its osiste&ae, pip^p\m> ytaBtimwA 
thority, am presiippojed ia,od aesTjmed throughout tf^'wfStfK''"?!* 
preamble of the Ctnuftitutioii plants ih« sfc»a<fe^ of tlw Gotojwo© fi^r 
immovably in ite foregrovad. « Wey tSie people ^ tbd Ut^Stks^ifl 
orde? to botabuqh JTTffncE, &c., do ttrdeia ttad egteb&fctMij <3tfe$fe& 
lion f 'thus ; proclaiming: to 1 icwrttfct* aft the >&$t»&itH «6ct 

tfoe in the ©ttanmtidn ©fyfiaf (fotttti^ 

wient the chief object of he aims.; By ifife ^emu 3feis<^hlt^ 
'Itte common that gl^d < 1ejj^'' ! tA 

damental r^hl^^ :; tmule' ^^^nM^wpifc^df- 1^' ;; Ce4c^fe?^2si,"«s^l 
ifatreriched hehmd ito'1ittii^^ : yi^ti6]iB;'' : Tk^'m^^bhi^'^^k 
% : - : AtL 1 ■;, .-Sec.' 4» •'•Arfe-% fto( i l^' t .S»aw» ! !.bf <JKfttifc- " Att*p$ 
mthrArMes % 8, 9, «0d-18Vtf As^^i^^-'a^ tiritf^'&x* 



pfesfc feco'gnitiona' of th© <coBraiaa law aWthe 
Cous^futifa^' • J; '. V \ 

By adopting the common !a# within Its 
grass wo$d carry out the jprin^ple^^^ : gki?i<»^ 
Mow the; highest pr^detita In our a^oife! 
St 19 apolitical majriasr as oid 4^1 eM " 
atridijr.hojwogeEsoiis ^th : lh©pritHaj^teaf. 
they ' espressjj. '-^mlwjdylng' arid garryj&g 
pmteiptei .ihmse&esf in preceptive 



Geg&Sse of «&6 





.is 




tie-apt 4 *i&^#f:^;^- 



law of natoe, tee eoiamt?a aad %> $rtecMes of ^vo^i ftfe^tra 



H 

ration, op^i ,opi^jUt» : ^P^QS^tsx^cqa, and thai these and the prtnei. 
plea ^ f >^^;^^(MapaQpw^ jgpti^t^ef tpwax^ jsach otiaer with irrepressible 
afimitfev, and mingle into one 1 The common law came hither with 
wuf pUg^ics foiii^xs ; ^ ^w v thoir birthright, their panoply* their glory, 
oftMftJfflf' fa-ham ®£ their p%nmage,,, It 

^fefod tlw»; «i ti^ 4ay pr 1liek c&lamUy, and their trust was under 
fa^b»i^^^jiri>ij^h\ Mmimfafat secernent of the. country, the 
geaiua of ot«f matrons and ou? wiional spirit havo claimed it as a 
<xsam^ ^o^j^od, and «aacultcd in',ft, wjtb a common pride. A cento* 
ry ftg% ^v^r^ eminent constitutional 

juries i of mlmkXi&Wh said of &e eominon law, "In all the colonies 
tl^ <K)^q& tow .^reoewed as the foundation and main body of their 
Dedaration of Righifi, rnado by the Conunental Con> 
il^aflffi: at:.ita .$11$. sossioa hi ^ there was the Mowing yesoktioa : 
H«soive4, Thai the ; respective colonies are entitled to the common 
&Wof I^Dte^ to the great and inestimable privilege 

o£, heing tsted by • their; peers of the vicinage according to the course 
of that jaw*": %»n after the organization of the general government, 
Qakf Justice EUaworthj in one; of his decisions on the bench of 
&0 U- 9» :; £ap<( Court, said ; "the common law of this country 
wwainp the same as it waa before the revolution,'* Chief Justice 
|s^|^^: hiB^d^isioni in the case of Livingston w. Jeffersoa, 
pedd:. >*-ffliam o^ancesto^ America, they brought with 

them the eommon law of their native country, so far as it was appli* 
©aMe to their, new, situation, and I do not conceive that the revolution 
ii^ icwty : d^roe ^ckeur<^ed, tbe 1 , jrelattoos of snan to man, or the law which 
f6gvite&<» ihep, . in breaking our political connection with the parent 
<g§&&, we <^ with each other." {HaW* 

Lm .^mm^-^m mriss.y Mr. Duponceau, in his \ u Dissertation on 
the Jarisdktaoa of Courts in fa- United States," says, '«*! consider 
the.. amnion. law pf England the Jus cowmno of the .United States, 
f rihink I can lay it.jiown, as a correct principle, that the common 
law of Eng^md, as it was at the time of the Declaration -ot Inde- 
pendence, still continues to be the national law of this country, 
«o.. ./far fa Applicable to our present, states and subject to fa 
KJO^eatiens it has received here in the course of nearly, half a 
centmy." Chief Justice Taylor of North Carolina, in his decision in 
the we of jfa State Reed* in 1828, Hawkes' K..C. Reps. 454, 
mys». 45 a law of faratnom$ obligadon to ihs statute, was violated by 
the ofteace—^OMMOfr law, founded upon the law of nature? and con. 
fermed by revelation*" The legislation of the United States abounds 
iia recogaitions of fa principles of the common law* asserting their 
paramouiit binding p&w^r. Sparing. details, of wHcH our national 
state p^rs aVe, f^ll > we iUustrate by a single instance. . It was made 
a condition of the admWbn of Louisiana into the Union, that the right 
©at trial; by : jury: -sfeo^ be secured to.s$ her teitsjsen%— the United 
fcftates government &® employiag its .power -i© enlarip the jurisdiction 

Slaving skiwtf'^t'^'at^H^i- dfrslftve% te i; wH$ii the corape- 



tencv ©f the laWrra&kbg powe** ! when v., 
provisions, and ■■m^btf&^'rt 'm^-WW-WgW 
thus unrestricted, its power to abolish slavery thereis ^tabliskjd -«m 
argwHlbrther,fW»m-th& faclto^^y ^t^' s '"^V^ 

Ik the act of lMliftft ^^^^^^IJ^^^^S 

laws, as they 1 then : "were,": aftouH 1 cMijnne -mt&i , '** jfpn| 
shall otho^ ^ ^ provide.** ^i^SJgft^^^ 
m-ess, and in efiect redacted UntttiHfe hm of t^m^^fMm. 
now held. -^-• ! :." ^ J ^ "^^i^i^^ 
Is Congress so impotent ia its own *e*©tesw»3n^^ 

cmmt ■« Hiiherwise ^-^^^^^,^3^"'-*^^ 

bilk of salefinalting a 1wsT>*nd ifc^p^^ ©Tlnrj^la^W 
^ property ; and impose inisl*^ 
fbr the market aa Deeats of IMert 6t>&W<toiito* , ->m ! 



lueti and then prate about tbe^i^ 
the power of the legistafc^, wWh atitt^ 
its own wrong* ■' and "secure to ' wives 1 iw vww , ' ; w' l iw>t*' i of' ?i 




its own wrong* •* and "secure, to - wl^ ; %V^''1^*^^ ,i< ^' 

reason and justice held sway, And where a««3. 
tal morality, received femaaet 'ff^ 



woman a chattel, has si no power;* #ith 
back the blasphemy? Is tlw impkras edict u^&laiaet ^it?' 
with legal forms it ;has , stainped wives : wa**«** 
blot out the brand? Must the haa^^ 

tare be eapussged for ever?"- Haa-Sklff n^^po^er to st&y'^^^^ejrfcsHSg 
l^aadtear ofTthei^ 

II • THE POWER OF CONGRESS ^'As6i^w7mMElii£ 
IN THE DISTRICT 'HASr®BEN 9 >im:IE^3ENfLY 9 BM« 

• . VERSALLY .CONCEDED. ♦ • ,.--5 T Vi-;.u. , : . W ■. .j_ 
L It has safe, Asseasan wr C^&astes' JSsss^^v^lw-lbl^w^'^- 

cord stands bn tfe fournals of the Bos&se ©f '-Representa'ti^ 

§. 225 t " On motion made and seconded that ^ House ^ coil^ t» 
se Mowing resolution j'^lesolved, That^m^aW alter ii?© 4th day 
of My, 1805, oil blacM^and ■p^-^^'^m^-^i H6m^&S$ 
s the District of Columbia, or wfio&::inioiife& A^^ : ^ : :^og^m 
any person residing wftmh the said^IMstrlE^ sl^ be fr^^^id^w 
the aw of — * and t& {Mates atrt&s a&^ef-^ ! >rT?»"<tt^^<Mfc3^ 
being token that the'Howse dtf ^b^Mm 1 lfrVfi*ii4; rii«^6al|2SBi 
:poseoY;it #as.neg8Syed. i ;by''ai fep$^.<*; a j0^^ 
was lest, it w&s-on : '^'-&ro^^ 

She debate wMch pre^ed■.;^3is t ■vbte, ^, •al^ , jiditi^'-^,.€^g7m c 1(!#'^» 
ceded. In March, J818, the House of Repie^ratativeis passod.i^Mi. 
lowing sesoluiioa. s— 'B^solssd, Thsti V S ''COfflaiaitte^.: life -a^^iftdJ'W 
quire into the' existence of .to, i^miaa^ -SN)^<.%^w^<ra 8&w0% 



^ ( ;0Rjn >>mi^m^h^^Mi^^M CtoJunibja^aMd to report 

Oft. ft* Gth of January, 1820, the House of l^presei^tives passed 
^i$0^^^x^^^y^;W^ 1%$MMM\ . >. $£aplyed f 1% .the, 
tita#RiMtfM^ of $oh^^ 

§#1wj$m& jw?#»by^ <»f; f^very 

I^KtbM*': *^ j|^«^*Mf>a»;.!|«#'% 4 W^W!?* ! ©i>P individual 

ipjyiW^^ ^hemtewl of 

If* v«r J||w,f«- ( .^Bintt;, Chiiton and kyon of JKy., Johns of XJteV, and 

^ 'i^/i^p, : co^c'#>Ep Mi' W?pw^/oi ; Conowmis, oh xip5 
JwrJw* ft jsppbMk ^ pqn^mittee 90, » W JJiatrict, 

m(<-t ^M^-%^-Mmm^mi mw%<>£ Ya^ there wthefoi- 

, -'^ J - ^H#|«titei2|r4gl ^i^j^r^^-%§ UnMSfeteSr has by the 
#^^ey«,$s^ power 
jg^&PS!*) -iiW'Sffja-juft- ol^rwibjocts oC legislation, t<> 

5*^mtJ$o^ on the Di»f 

jpfaff ^l^i^^ion^jwbj^; (slavery) • it would 1» '(not* sfn«9Mifftw« 
^HBS^flBli l^ti^i if : ?npt unjust,, for- Congress to .frter- 
%¥$$$4 oomini^e on^ edition memorials re. 

Mr. iPinctoiey of 

|^4|Wz C^PW9»1U i.4^|aj|^!^j*: posse^ no *.coastijtu» 
$to&iv$fcn&& .#» ipsjjtutn^. of slavery 

fetjUlid^^ ,;;, r .-' ,, , 

^Jfceiojfjed,- .Owtityp fflgfa gut toinlegfe&yx anyway with 

|^erfvW;^,_iE^^i/^f ^l^^^ifuf*:; ^ight-siot to iirtejrtfere, w xas». 
^y avoiding the phraseology of the first resolution, and thus in effect 
&o$ra£&g ;?&eLt$bOT^ circulated "&ddr$ss 

MWa ''^^^^^^t^e^\lfistii^ ; m;M?istoey: is thus de- 
n^uaeed by his own constituents s <( BeHjte;|Jroi^d! a reswfouion 

sense of the jwbale gantry as 
$ \^3^SK»qi; tthst: Copgreisfs. .^j^|orii^.{^.- ; a]b|C^ .slayeryintfte 
$is£j^oji^^ u-'.v.'^ -r'>-.'> v.\/'. ,- 

,^tioii' i ,Cors tfte\'g^ua^a!^|i^n,,pf :^]ta^^ i iri h ilw»/ f -l^inc^:-.sjgn.e4: by 
•|B^y ? ,eleven->ni^d^-. piCJfe^tig^;/^ ^pesented /.to^Cton^ress, 
' mfami&&fa -jd^m^'^J^&^-M ; ^^titiQi^\.'were;, : 0ue|' • 

tte district* 

lat JMimfeiUiM^ flie. property in 

r;.^9 *»?*®*' ; *ee^ ques? 



'■>:>■-?<:' tit: ?.;;y- l T!. t iSf;i;- , '-v.!,' 1 '. 1 :.!<..■■. 



It 

said, " We consider these %jn$i^^ 
W W» granC|ury:%tfc ' 

Ihe.sam^ tb^s,: aofconl^^^ 

irat affirming ( ; ^^i^^a^il.^ p^ ; «^^^itl!ki^t ^xkf .; '^c^&wiwjgj't *&«if».^ ^^^■^57©f^' 

, . , , ; 4t, . Tips , sf&^.-'i a^.:i^^^^p^.j9r { ^» ( ,-E^^i^sgni;|a 
1828 -the Juegjsla^ 

■sage of, a. law for ( the ^ abolition ^£ iSla^esy in^ei'llii^t^p ^ComejAp^ 
' In February,., 1837, the , Senate .-i? **- ^ "- 



•'Ul 



Congresa haying 0^plusn|e' ^e^^^ii^r'tip^^&r ^i^cs ^^^^^l^ci^' ^^^^T 
sess the right to abolish *lay«*%f*^ij|^^ 
< Bouse o£>;|U$£3$Q^ 

the District of Columbia, 

,sjaye^and ,%i.;slai5e Jra4e n^v$^/$^ " ■ 



Columbia.' ••; . ■-. *. •'' .'" •> .^' v ';f4fi'-;'o 

,TOat>e,.slw ; uid^^ 
juinoia, ^a^nuj|^ 

rived mm & mj>UM -^iimtio^^^shit^ -^Bnl^^^iiBite^^ 

% ^.Qenefal.^yer^enff " , /plhjste^^ ■ 
• powe^.&ejyjrt^ 

^J£esolved^$h^^^^ 

over the Sistdct of Columbia is yestpd inline 0>ng^a^ of ^i^^ 
Mere is a fun concession of the jnnm$£' ''F^M^^^ll^it^^^. 
• amentovo^@^^,o^ ^]mnj* 



an 



a^Iaw&r,!^ 



'^p^ild&i' ^ ; ttM ■ ; '' v »'• ■'-" ! -*- 

*^tt^'T|Pteti^,ifi 'all -&m'- &e Strict, the 

W0i^Wwm&-& '#%cjtkdea;tt'; ,; Wha* fcamdicfcrted such 

i)DifereA*5e ftom the coteiitutitoi ^ ft &> Th^ fefet that the 




, ._, reStoliatiosis of C^fe^ A^JdaWy 'df Ohio, 

iP ,e^$Mtibil' of persbni^ Of oot^y Mditt servitude iff th$ TMfced 
u&i&j.ttn >•. rf*»> jfcife-^jLMtiAaW torture* 1 ^'i&.ii.^ •: 



.;■ ! ^^'<te^a^ l 'Iadiajafei i^dlutiofcs, hy taking for grafted the gtwferaf 
|lb^ r w^ng«^ 'Ote^the 5 ^bjeist «>f slavety, do virtually assert its 

"^&\T^ i Wmk. vu&-$kfc& iog^Watiraap'fl* life 

;-$as*e«»t$t^ Mri' Wi^aafetOft'' pfc- 

se^t^d a meaaorial of tahabllaats of the county of Fredericks ia the 
'jiW VlfatjMI jpraVinjg that p?6Visibis '-te l ik& tf ibr''tiia'''jpa4iial 
MboUfib* of alaiiieiy the Kknct of »>bito1jia. W;; : Journal H. R. 
1629-3^ p. 858. *. •••'•• : «-; 

M'^'^teijr/of '«hit B&tW ' to ptey% C&j%ress. to take 
J jSrlfie ^^^goUti^ - bf ^liw^ry ft the District <sf'Cbiain» 

-'•IS^iJ^^l^::-^. Biu^ 'of 'Team^'ps^at^. a taemd- 
'* " a ' ^-'^of that zfatGi ^ymg;'that'' " $ro^on «ray be'iftade, 

fcetfeafie* W boifc iff foe 1 Bisect of €bhfe- 
Btie'tt rf$etta£^' jp&fotf .of their Sm" Jbwnar H.'' E> ■ 

■MKlTife t4St'." ;, ' f, " : "'-V ; : < ":' v < r ; oi? v-v. -i-'^ 

$4 jMF- the'cMie^t'of that *&afef pfe$% « ftft'iieadufts fta* 







She debate in Congress .QBk*w&, m^QTwMj w*H^M : rM5Sf%\W. 

heirs, of the weo^oa tJwvt ftwd *&* ^^$JWfo ##J 

h*vftvi»:' ; w^y-itMfti -^m<lfcr J&faiQlik ,w^»«y; 1 ...... 

iQgisIatioil >ia all <sa^ ^rha^S?Qy€«« 9 ! , , ^i^q^^l?* ^o^W^ 
Madison, ^"ftriMeeiffm Ji&pc^.itatfrefcWte J^W^m^ 

j»fr^uo^)%^<>lu4ifWi ,<stop\-fo v tl» ,^ib^C:^ 

within #e,B!&*fo$*, l?^**^^ 

roaentad* j»e»*>ml for ^U*io#/.ut : ^,Djfto!$V pm ^pwty 

wlmftted ihs* .COMM tp^umt tothe pewfo of #9 

vrhw *»» mqim *hksh ^ they pgtajft^vn^^ tp-, 
^lves #oni Ibe,*^^ 

Miss, to bie^nstitwe^ ^Hmjfyf:% 
1888.3 'Tb&:m^^m.MrA £Iay « ^«^»^n : ^-pfe*-*"* 
well known* In a speech before the U. S. Senate in 1888, he deejay- 
ed the powefcoX Gosi^^ 

M. foiawjs, of Keiiitiflkyv A. HvPhepp^rd, of N. C ? , BSes?rsu. At 

Smyth cf-'Vpui : |ie$w«. Bo*?^ Ans^r, aadjr 
Johns* of DeW wife ,numejo# ©thejs ftfcm plave >r _ r- , ri7 , lT 
the powftt* of £Joi$gps33 S0 abolish, plavexy h^the Misfit* ,1? the 
speech of ?i«r. SaSm^t l%^aa, on ^TIBm^.m^^fmm 
38,1830, he «^4»:«hw point : Jf the -fotwe .m^wMmm 
fejraartf sealsob^ anfltnot -.a ■mm^f^^^WA^ \«*WMW*P.« 

exclusive legjslatfean. .-. , ft. 

*■»-■ ^y,. jf y^u..i>jfe^ff'4feto emancipate fh^.horo n fe^ 



To this may be added the testimony, of the present Vice 
of she United States, 0on».--j$fcb8p4 ^:^oh^ni,of,fe^j«v.w » 
ap^hvb^re:^ 

gencey, April 39, 1829,) he says s « In th&Bistnct of Cwtol^ con. 
Swing & fOgMm of SQjClOQfSW)^ and r pTph$bly fm/fflmwW* 9 * . 
fcR'; finale- fcraitosy of JffinpoivM.aO'wfc* pBc : rmMmp?S&'MM- 



T^dih& .^p^y:W'iflie..'f 
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self safe hi ^ttbunpittg that!. Congress dbeanot po^sesV&eipower of" 
auolishing' sWeVjr itr the Djtafyict df Colurnbio." This'tfelaifijtion of 
iha Pm&sddat is<ktasi^^ , touching;' the 

Mw&uri question, oat wKfchbe coincided Witti s'&ch *rien as Daniel Ifc 
Thorripkins, De Witt Clinton, and . others!,' wtiose^nainiSs are a host.'' 4 
It is con^te^Vwo 'infli' 1 ^' : ]^mti^dd^tk|b-' ! ili his lafct message,' m 
which: speaking of the District, he stroiogly tfrges upon* Congress " A 
thorough and careM revision of its local governitjenitj" speaks of the 
"entire independence " 6£ the people of the ptstriclf " upori Congress/' 
recormndnds thai; a ? uniform systeiii'bf ; IbcaVgdvetomfenf. " he adopt- 
edj ; and adds, 1 that al&oughit ! was selected as the seat 'of, the 1 General 
Gavernftteht, ^he site'* ' of" its , publid edifices', the depository bf its 
archives; and ti&'resideiicV ^"officers'ihitriisted' with large amounts 
Of pubhV property, and thtj mana^m^nt of public business, yet it nevei? 
has been subjected'to, or received^ that sjwcwZ and comjjreftensiwe legis* 
lation Which; these circumstances peculiarly demanded.-"-: ' • 

The tenor of Mr. Tallmad^e's speech' oh the right of petition, and 
of Mr? Webster's on the reception of abolition memorials, may be 
taken 1 as universal "exponents of the sentiments of northern statesmen 
as tbthe power of 'Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Co. 
hiihbiai ■' - •'■ / v> : -' "' • ••• '. 

Jkh explicit declaration, that an " overwhelming iwjorily 1 ' of the 
present Congress concede the power ta' aboHsh' slavery m the District 
has just been made by Robert Barnwell Rhett, < a member of 
Congress from- South; Carolina; in a letter published 'iri the Charleston 
Mercury of Dec., 27* 1 887. : - The following is an extract : : 

" The time has arrived, when we must have new guaranties under 
the constitution, or the Union must be dissolved. Out news of the 
coKJtittttion are nbttliose of the majority: An overwhelming i^ajobity 
thirds that by ihe constitution, Congress may abolish slavery -in the District 
(f GolutnMa—tMy abolish the States; that is, it 

may jrroWM their being carried otit of the State in ' iokich tliey are^-and 
prohibit it in all the territories, Florida among them. - They think, wo? 
"without, stbong beasons, that the gower of Congress extends to all of 
iTme ■ subjects v" ■' • ! '' '" : • 

Jjirect testimony to show that the power of Congress to abolish 
slavery in the District, has always till recently been universally co&- 

' *• Mr. Van Suren, wKen'amember of the ; Senate of "New-Yorlc, voted for 
the following pteansMe and resolutions, which passed unanimously :r*-Jan. 28tb, 
183&..:. " Whereas the inhibiting the further extension of slavery in the United 
States, is a subject of .deep concern: to the .people of this state: and whereas, 
we consider slavery as an evil much to be deplored, arid that every constitu- 
tional Sorrier sfumtd, be interposed to : prevent its ■ farther extension: and that the 
constitution of the United States clearly gives Congress the right to require new 
stateSj. not compjcised within the original boundary, of, the United. States, to 
make the prohibition of slavery & condition of their admission into the Union ; 
Therefore, • ' ' ; ' ' '■' "' •' '•" 

"" Sesolvedj That our Senators be instructed, and" our members of Congress 
bs requested, to oppose the admission,- state into 1 the- Union,- of any territory 
.aqt .comprised as.afores^d, wjtljou^jna&ipg tty *ftphihUim of slavery,, therein 
an in&ispensiblc'cdnaitm '* '"" v '*'." " '■''*•' *•'••••»". 



ceded, i® peshaj>3 quite supeyfluta^^ W 

lowing: "i :-^y'.-n bin- ,/iV • v-ji-* ) iv?:. /bio:;' ^/scup- 
The Vice-President -of the United States in- his' spefech ©tf ith&-M% 
soxxv'i question; quoted above*, aft©** < contending * ( thttt .^^we«rti<k^W''Qf 
slavery in Missouri would be unconstitutional, declaare^vth^t the'b^w^ 
of Congress over slavery, in the District ^ cotm© Noi ! ^^fflhp¥i4bi" 
In the speech of Mr, Smyth, of; Va«, also quoted abbv#,'ho dccl8Jf€S 
the power 'of -Congress tp abolish slavery 5n the Distsict.to ibe-'^im^ 

DOUBTED." .'■■''* ■'' :'' i -ilt ,*'-'.>.»i;> , '•(■> /'! 

Mr. Suthoflarid, of Penn.j in a speech in the Hbos^of i^Bpifesentai 
tive's> on the motion to print My. Pinclsney's Report^ ia thus repoiftetl 
in the Washington Globe, of May 9th; ?86. ' " He > replied to thei r&i 
mark that the report conceded that Congress had a right -.to* legislate 
upon the subject in the District of Columbia, and eaid tka£>tft/©is 

BIGHT 'HAD NEVER BEEN, TttE EECENTLT, WOUtESH^' . - Ir-WlfV. 

- The American Quarterly Review, published at Pbikdelphia, with a 
large circulation and list of contributors in the slave states, holds 1 the 
Mowing language in 'the September' No. "1838* >- 55':. Under. : t&ia 
' exclusive jurisdiction,' granted by the constitution; Congress has power 
to abolish slavery and the slave trade hi the District of •Gdluaaibia.'!' >It 
would hardly be necessary to state this as a distinct propositionj ii&d it 
not been occasionally questioned. The truth of the assertion; how. 
ever, is too obvious to admit of argument^-^and we believe has sever 

BEEN DISPUTED BY PSBSONS WHO AJ1E FABXI&IA& mm- THE CONSTXTU- 
•nON." ■ '• •■..>;': .. ; ', .-.,■>■-.. (■ c- -. • 

' OBJECTIONS TO - THE FOREGOING CONCLUSIONS CON;. 

We now proceed to notice briefly the main argumsnta that have 
been employed in Congress and elsewhere against the posvex -of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery in the District. One -of the mast plausible is, 
that " the condi-doris on which Maryland and Yirginia) ceded the Dis- 
trict to the UHust! States, would be violated, if Congreas should- abofe. 
ish slavery ttisr s/;' The reply to this is, that' Congress had no power 
to accept a cession coupled with conditions restricting that ^power .of 
exclusive legislation in all cases . whatsoever* over such : District," 
which was- given-it by the constitution* v.. 

To show the -futility of the objection, we insert -here! the acta of 
cession. The cession of Maryland was made in November, 1788, 
and is as follows v An act to 1 cede to Gon'gre9S<a district Sof ten 
miles square in this state for the- seat of the government of the Uaited 
States;" <>•••-. •' - : - '. -y •• ' . ,; -'--v^ " .•-■'■!'.;.'•.-.-.--■ 

" Be it enacted, by the -General- Assembly of Maryland, that .the 
representatives of this state in the House of- -Representatives of- the 
Congress of the United States, appointed to assemble at New-¥orl^ 
oh the first Wednesday of MaTcb'nexU .bej and they are hereby authot. 
rized and required on the behalf of this state, td cede to the Congress 



Bq«as©, which the Congress jfiaay fix upon; .and accept for-lae.Esat- of 

u> {apsgiMC JUj^m ; W- mad©- »a the .3d of ■BsssMibss , 9 ,n@@ 9 -.iEa 

#P'&|!arCi?iBg:w(»r&ji ;■•;!.• «'>•;• ••.'••/• > . *••• «\ ••••''•- .„' • ■ 
:',-.ABe i^®aa?$3& >%■ -fe^eacsai A8s©mbly 9 -^hafc a .tact of counts^ 
^•.©s&ssjding- rtea ' Mea, sq«are,.©tf «ay'i©ss8j quantity?; t©. b© locate! 

<^ ; il&alfri^4£re;£tajt% sted,-k Gay ; gs&i$' theireof; -as-Congreso 
saay 9 .by Isw, direct shall be, and the same is hereby fore?©?- ceded 
rsIta^Qt^sbad'toith? Congress- aad'Cfomaaieat of/th©.Baite,d States, 
fofel^t.dbsdiste- aaiesdusivejiarisdictioay-as weu of soil, as 
'pfeosa©-. s?©3S^iE>gj lor. to xesidb iheseon, -pursJuanfrtp the,ienor and 
cf^^.of fei-elgJitk 3sa$ion..'of tfee'- fe&fc &stsel© of the government of th© 

. But were there mo pKms©3 to.tfes© «sstsi? . The Maryland' act ted 
ratfft*.- . .Tiie' • ¥irgiaia $ct '.M; tliis.^r£i>TCO;S' "Secta So Provided, '^hat 
siw:&!a;g:lies?Q!B',coataiHe.d 5 - shall ■'ba-.constmed -.to. -veal . ia-.#©> ^Jailed 
JSMeaaay yighfc of props^-iiaths-.s^ .ot to affect -th© rights of indi« 
vHuateS&ey^.biher?^© wathe gasse'ehall or may b® transferred -by 
EEch;WradiMo t©..tfes. United- States^ ■ . . '-. 

' . .Tfeis-.Gpsdfioataoffl torching the- soil was :aaerely definitive and expla* 
siatos^iof/tot'clatssein'.theact'of cessions, . M jwl m&- absolute' rtgte-f* 
fetod'offests'asQjng fe-powe^of -Congress ©a <stee^- and other sub" 
jestai-ifc-'evea givsait&eer^urEs..^ fas -esqeptloas-.to- fwt£'®f a yulej 
give double coafan&tion to those paste Hot embraced in the except-icm 
If it was the i&oi-gsi' of the proviso. to- .restrict congressional action on 
tiie subject of dawnj, -why is the soil-alone specified 1 As legal insfcrao 
wMIq csFi-scS paE&gons of ee^aosay fe woifooj might aot-'? 5 Johss Do©/' 
©at ©f his abuadaace, and witbMt spoIKag hfe style; have afforded an 
additions)!! -word-— at least a Matr^that slavery, was mailt, though-aoth<> 
•ffisgvwfca 3«5& aboat St ? ; • ; .-o .,<: ••• .>•• ' 1 

Hat lagsiaj-Masykajd and .^irginia,) -in thefe . acts of ©ession'p declare 
1&eaa:t©. fc©.- -mad© -^aa. pursuance ©f 5? • that clause of the. constitution 
vjMca-gkes t© Cfoagress .^exclusive legislates In all cases -whatsoeV'S? 57 
.©tof &s ten miles square-^ttasj instead ©f vesfcktisig that ©lausssbotla 
•^totso w&fim>' .How, • their . acts ; ©f ©essioa- either '-accorded, with 
Hhst cla?jse ©S;ths ©onstitutioa, as- they'.CDnfiicted.OTth it, If tfcsy. eoa« 
flbtsd sMbitv -Mffl^ftg cessions ss?as a wolatioa©f ; ths coB3tiMic« 0 
Th© feet that Congress accepted-,.fe-©essioas 9 . proves. thaS- ia-its views 
'drnk'tmno -did abt; conflict tTith-its-'coasdMional graat ©£ powero The 
ss^ary rraethee these ,-acte of cession .were-. consistent ©^'incomsistenS. 
vrSl fe- United Btatas 9 constitutions is- totally:- irrelevant tpthsquestioa 
at:fsqit©» -. Wkit ssith the eammimimfr - That is.&e,.qK3afca= : Eol, 
^hat aaithYkginiEj or. Piasyland, or^equaUy tothepoint^ohaBull-S 
If. 'I^a^iaad''-$ad Virginia 'liad b'eea the authorised interpreter's of the 
^'oacStus^oa.&ff fe.-lSaibns, these acts' '-of .cession ©btald hardly Siayebsea 
( ptos3 mGgni£ed:thaa th©y Jisve.'.bsea recently by |the .soathera-delegs^ 



haMf faiisoti&i,- ©ally -by Mfi&g &, Mj^5a^ ;Efe^kisi' c^-^^. 

giada legislation 2 ' - ; '• "•• ''"'-^ : ■'■}■■-'' ■ >■';'-•>'■} <.4c>si\Y ; 

W© are told, agakjj' that tte 
teiot- if they had supposed the coiaotitktion- ga#Q : €6Mg?fida:|?o55©fc C© Qfec= . 
lish slavery in it. ' ' ' ' ■ <v -'-»;U-'i»>4 ? rf u ;><i.' 

•This comet 1 wiih'aft ill ; ^s3 f fei2a--SMyfeSHCl m&^^is^stxi:^^^ 
Mmtfod constitution. ' Ttey-iteje ''parties toi it.-': ■ISi^'M^'iei'^ 
clause by clause,' in-' th^'^te-^n^tt1lb!is.l s - 'Tk&y Mi ■^eigfesfl4S3 
words forthe balance^they had Wsted : i;fee3JS''Gs by-fira5' sa% '&5aE|?v . 
.after loag poaderiog,- toy <Eri!©j$s$ the - «sbnstitutSbn f i * : - Aas^-fi^smss^ 
s3lf«moved,;they ced®d'.4h'©'ten -miles ctk&f©, : dsctefed th®' ©ssdGjj 
made «« in 'pursuance of " tl'4at; ; o^«cited"daiase,'' 4 - 9 ©0J3^&i : ^all i - i feai"3 
power to -Exercise exclusive legislatfen ( M . all ©asss- whatever: ' '>®mt 
such ©isteici."' Aiad box? verily <« thsy^wouM-ssist fasti® ceded if 
fak& supposed ! n &&<s» - Cede it they-d^, v (and>ia afult&nd absoMesight 
both, of soil and persons*" 'Congress aeeepted.tibe ce^OE-*ffit&te : .p owa? 
over the Bistrict ceased, and eoiogiiesdoii^ 

—■arid now, the-sole 'question *»• tee settled %:iite'E&Si8S3J : -0f psm3>!$3& 
- District higed m Congress bp'-Oha m^M^mzo '■ -The coto2Sfta^®2«f 

■tions" mmV be potent- suppositions t© abrogate i a T cfe,ufis.;©f-'tte ; ' : llaits^ 
States 9 Constitution • M?hafc clacks dtb8» ; giro&.Co2ig^ei3i|jo\v©.?t©"a.feil. 
ish. slavery in fee District, ©rii'does'^^^d-th&t'^^ 
not by state ^'suppositions, 5 * nor- stateiasages-, tmt state tegiskt£o%.tat 
%?^s«ef^.^^8'cfiS2!S8'(S»ei3feea;-. ; •' .L-.ij- v>k... < : . 
■ .Southern members of<3oa§rec3j -as &8;Sns'aSai.discis2doaQ, 
ceded the power- ©f a comtiagfist abolition- in lk^Bhkw%^B'3spm&Q 
it upon She <e»3sjga3!5 - o£ tlie people;,-' Such a ^©cfeiasiB -SpsJina^csSefessi© 
like filessrg. Alford, of ®8orgiQ,a«&Wdker 9 -©f Msssteippi, ■ toksM''q:e» 
cite no surprise 5 but that it- s&culd- be- -honored with the 'endesssffiesi 
of such mem as Mr., lives and' ESfo •Calhoun,"- -is.- quite- raaecouatah!e. 
Are attributes- of soverei^ty mere' createeafiof coafegeaey'? ';-&dele° 
gated authority meie-eondi^oaal perasfssic^'-? ■'IsafiOKs.tite'liosigl.po'cor 
to be ©sescissd by those •who hold it, oily bypo^ia!as , : 8u^3rasas3? 
IvJust it lie helpless at the peel ©f public-sessUm^nV^^tsn^h'S'g^Hffl^ 
troubling of its waters 1 m. it a lifeless eorpsQ^saye- ohly-v;hsjs pb^tsSar 
v * s constat deigtts to pnEteeath iato -its ^OsSrHs-f Bemsaf-lftes^t 
"seat of the people of the Bistriet henei^2^ry 5 ; to'tto^3ffit^f'tlte : .t3Ms 
• people -HflMSt-'he had— mot that of a EnajoTaty s ; 'howev©? : laBg8i S3ajoici2is3 p 
to he authoritative, must be ^ga^mw& legal majaAy , v7it!iG'Bfi*3gslap 
^ve power, or- right of tfepressatetiQ&s ■©> <svm &e elesteD;! : 'j&afic&&, 
would he truly an anomaly 2 In the District ©f Cfohsmbia, *0BL©h';G i *Msg 
a majority In a IfegalesEse is ualMbw^S©lat7 0 its* t^tf4&pm&? 
©f amajbrity, or'the wil'of a majorifiy thossj, hm&ammikhgo ■•&.©&» 
jority ? -The® at Sias aa authbatotive 'wail,' ' ; aad m ©s-gaa" - £&" tacEse is 
hmown, md'an eseeffifc© to carry its 'Mto-eff^«*»WkS2©' cCSQ'ti-sy;.? 
We repeat it— if tShe' consent ©f the people of^Pb^^te-'a33gnragy p 
the consent of estssp ©20 ia EsesE^y^aid -c^ss?^ m'tisewZ d31- cisks 
<c^Iy ^Tith&e^re^h'Kalaffidsasida w fO^atit^'ciGS^ 3 '-''il osiglb' tp? 



ojf a.. whole people. - 'The'most- common form of this fallacy, is- given .by 
,£3ft l^o/My^ which, he 

de^&$tfcQ<p$;«B^^^ slavery..!!* the District} -unless 

the inhabitants, owning slaves. petitioned for it!'. Southern- member® 
$fti$~-i8ntt«frt the s pj^at\aessi6»t-.(S8S^) «ing change?., almost. -daily 
ppck^he^Kno fallacy* • , ^hafe ! ..jntay ..Congress & use a .power whfohat 
■k^M$fity>f s lH& TeqtU^d f of.a:TOBBia<jcoi^ng^to.;wliat tie .saith 
$&Jimptttfe* nl'CoramsindiMSwPifse. to' Paul for Ma ethics. ■ Would 
ffisS.te/ikidt.got ifotfoffixfiS-'timh -/If/,- Congress does. not 'possess the 
poj^es-j: wliyl^ust-itwiJjji; its.'wcsibiessf byaskingits exercise 1 Petition- 
lag^aifcos'dwsgttp i.Mr.--'WisejLis»' iE(.matters> iof legislation, omnipotence 
■^^^M^iJie^rsomee of all constitutional ./power ; for, askisig.. Con» 
■gi.*#3 , ito:4o';whai-'it c«K^:,doj -gives it the power. !-*-to pray the -exer- 
fflis^i.ofia'po^er^tha'ti.js imi r cre&t^it\ »' A, ..beautiful -.■theory ! • ..Let -us 
yimk jit. iboth- wa^^ v ^.^--P|'^on for the. .exercise : of a power that is 
£&c,u©Feate0 itHit^ power, that anni° 

■fefetaMt*.: '^.s ..southern,! gentlemen are partial tp summary: processes, 
psayi'sW.tss? thei'virtue ©f-yowr. os?a-.recipe on exclusive legislation 
i&ajil casep! f/hpitsoeveri s",a,,better subject for esperiment and test of the 
|3res#?tioa could; aot b©. had*/ But if the petitions of the citizens of the 
J)i$sict give-. Congress '.the; imght ., to;- abolish. ,slayery 9 they impose the 
j if sthey ;c.on|er-constitutioBal;ffi^<?^/5 they ; create constitutional 
.ohWgi^mU- : .If Congress mm$ abolish because of an expression .of. their 
wills it must abolish at the bidding of that will. , If the people of the 
©Strict •,are-.a'-floa^.^-3?o2BS?*;t0 Qongressj their; escpressid will has ..the 
-fo>ice oSajConstitutjoaaVprovisio!^ and- has .the-same binding power upon 
-.the . .Kitibnalrljegislat^ep i T,®, m# ;i Congress dependent - on . the. Dis= 
.1^ict>^o^,•au&o?i1y 9 l$;tomal^©'^it's , j^ep&of its authority, -restraining the 
vjsssoisa.ofr.ilb: owa- discretion,: and.^sinidng it. into; a' mere organ of the 
B&triet's- will; : .We> proceed-. to;anotbefc objection,-..- ; . 
- : n*? : iTbe .??ca#^- ;5ft^8s.:- wwW> met Jwoe . ratified the. con$tiJn$Gn>,if they 
■hz&:$M^QS£i&i1ik(it.it gam.iMs, .gomzJ 9 ', 9. sufficient answer- to this, 
objections .- -that: \ the \ northern . states- would not have : ratified . it 9 , if ..they 
■had 1 sepposs4 * -that ; it .:(^4e?<2 -the: -power.-. If "suppositions" ; are ; to 
•tali©; the :place,"Q£ ; the comatitation-^Qqpng from both sides? rthey>neu= 
t3^ze[e?;ch ; .6lW. -.argue 1 a... constitutional, question . by. gjmssing 
■S^tha -^eQppc^tion^^iihat.rn^hVhaye^be^B madet.-by-. the. parties to.it 
.wonid- : fiad snialJ..favor,in;a court, of law. - But - .even a desperate .-shift 
isi.t&m&.easem^^heini sorely pushed. ..If this -question, is to. beset* 
tlad -.by,-;.." sapposMoK!3p 59 ' supppsitions ; .<shall..be forthcoming, ...and -that 
wthoutiSjSnt.r.; l ;<.,'. ,'">'-. . ■ ?;. < -.. ... .<_-.- : # ,. : 

. ->-©fst,j tfeenyYl ; a1Srra .that -the-, North;<ratified the/constitution, " sup- 
posing^-; Aat: slavery had .begun to : wax- : old s ' and would speedily vanish 
,,away 5 -.ani especially that ; the abolitioniof the slave. trade, •which; by the 
'constitution:.. •was.v-to... be; ■ surrendered • to- Congress - after, twenty years, 
,v?o«id'pi'snge It/heftdlosg.:-. . • ■■ "; • ..-v.- ■ ■ . ■ i; '■ -.n '.V- 
. ; Would t&Q j^T^rth, -havQ. adopted . the - - constitution. giving three.&fma 
of iflfci . .^sfes-ve^psopsr^!^ & ,represeatetion, .if Ut'had .««£uppose$ w that 



tlis slaved -wotol<S-feav© i&ot&afiSfl • ft&m. hsSf - a 'sa&Uio'A Zti K72>'Ei3S&^) CiC3 
a- half by 2§8'Q<— and thai ^le-ceasus of uodigivo' £3js : otaira 
states thirty representatives of-** slave propeily-?' 8 .'" ' ' ''•.■-■■■;.» 

■If they had " supposed'* ih^'ihi^raprQ^sffite&oa wotM ha?<3 4m» 
tolled the legislation of the' . goireznmentp akd' carried" sgato I'll) 
Worth every question vital to its kteraoto,' would Hamilton'; -F&ffii&lissia 
Sherman,. Gerry, Livfejgotottj Xsingdoiij &atd. Euf«s3 ; SiEg';8iava S&sis 
such madmen, as to 'sign the 'coastitatiosv aa'd *£he- Mor&affjs Stataa 
such suicides' as 'to ratify it t -Every eelf-pra'serving metises Weald 
have shrieked aft such ' an infetuate immolation. 1 ;,A6' *ved&pti65a 

, of the' United States constitution, slavery wao, regard^ ea a waning 
system. This conviction waa - universal*- WoshiagiosSa' Ielercoa 3 
Henry,' • .Grayson, - Tucker, - RfadifiOaj W ythe,' ' Pendleton, I^ee, ' Blalr 0 
Mason, Page, Parker, ' Randolph, Jredeli, Sp'aighJj Eamseys;-' ¥Mm.dfi 
Martin,- McHensy, Chase,'- and nearly 'all the illustrious names* sou'Sh' of 

_ the Potomac, proclaimed it before- the.' dun; A' reason -urged to fcsia 
convention that formed the United States 5 ' constitution, why ito wcssS 
slave should not fee used- in iv^vasj ^Mt^kenahmr^ slmiM <8$&se 
might remain upon the National Charter ad record- that it fosat'evs? 
been. (See speech- of Mr. Burrill, of E. 3L, ©m'th&MfeaiM qee3<> 
tion.)" ■,- '•"'•• • - 

i now proceed" to show 'by 'testimony, that at the 1 date of the plaited 
States' constitution, and for several y&affs before and 'after' that garfedj, 
slavery was rapidly on the wane ; that the- American, ^eVoMoa* wit& 
the ' great -events preceding,, accompanying,- and" following- it, h&d 
wrought' an- immense- and' almoat umvereal chasige-in the'puhlis-seMl* 
snent of the- 'nation on-' the subjecfc,- powerfully impelling it toward'' &3 
entire abolition of. fee system~«^aEd that it was ' the geittml &$Uqf toft 
measures ; for its abolition 'throughout the Union, would fes comteancsd 
by the- 'States generally before' the lapse ©f a&a&y yes.T£i. A- gre^j 
mass of testimony establishing this, position might b*» prseesSsd, te2 
narrow space,- and' the 'importance of- speedy - pubKsado% eossacol 
brevity*. ■• 'Let- the -followmg-'proofs'- suffice.. FfeS, a fewd&to-oo peiafo 
of observation. 

In -If 57, Commissioners from- eeveneolonieG-'mst' at Albaayj resolved 
upon a- Union and proposed- a - plan of general governments . In 2"?©0 9 
delegates fr<pa nine colonies met -at New York -and- cent forth q'-M! c$ 
rights. - The- first genera!. Congress met. in The feS-OcBgreca' 

of- the -thirteen- colonies met in l^TSs Ths-revolutbaffisy wf^cosa* 
menced in 'TS. Independence 1 was- 'decided i«- •*£>'&, Tk® as=tb!£3 
of confederation were adopted by the'thmeen otateo ia-^ '? ms& '^80 >Sa« 
dependence - acknowledged in S Q$L- ■ 3Fhe convention- for- ibsaaing- fes 
Uo S. constitution was held:'- in -'S^.th© - ^s^eonveE^omfos cczrltbsk 
ing. it- in and :, S8v- iWfirs^COngress -tinder the Giw§£wia$ m ? Sf% 

Dr. Eush, of Pennsylvania^' one of the signers of the Declss3&s 
of -'Independence,- inl- a- letter to Granville Sharpe,'' M^-l^-l^^ cays: 
64 A ! spirit of humanity ''and religion begins- -to awaken,-- is* ceveral - te 
.-solomes m favor of the-pcor negroes. ■ Great: ©v©nto : ljavo fes32gS 
afesui bp, . OTlaU- Keginntoga-' '^S^K^ i^$2l^^3fffi5 diz&Q fcs 'i~~70 



#3® &.G$$?gt3 .pqg?o Qfavzsy fa. J^x&Qljfdsh oad now •upbeqoPoupseo 

^•OTB-SB^TigOB.AS W ;A3 OP -TEES CIH OB'S?. ©TO AGA1HSS rs?. w «^- 

[Starfa Life of Granville Sh^rpe^-paSl*] , 
;-. In tlx? .prsarabie to the act-prohibiting the importation of akveo .into 
I&hod^-Isja&dj Jrcao, iTM, to. the following % a Whereas .the inhabitants} 
of America as©, generally engaged in $10. prejfervation of their owa 
.rights- and libestiea, apiong which that of personal freedom must .be con- 
oideyediha. greatest, and aa those who are desirous- of enjoying all the 
advantages of, liberty themselves,, should be zyiEiwg to eztezid fereonal 
Wsd'tiyi: to oih?rs ti therefore," <&c. ' . 

- : October. 21®, th© Continental .Congress passed the Mowings 
f* We,.-fe ourselves and. the inhabitants of the several colonies whom ' 

w&x$$TQEmi}firf^egi'ee and enaso-emte mdsr thecacred tks : qf mrMe? 
tew, ar>&. .hue ofonvwiw^js &s follows: 

. -. "fd-Affticleo We w?M nsUJie? iziparl war purchase gib) slams mr 
psrted otter the. first day of December nest, after which time we. will 
wMWy disemtin'm the alave trade, and we will- neither be concerned m 
it ourselves, norwill w© hire our vessels .nor seU m? comvsdiika ©r tnan* 
zzfrnkwezs so those- who are concerned m it. 5 ' 

$he. Continental Congress,, in 111& 9 setting forth the causes and the 
necessity for taking up arms, say % a If U were possible for men who 
exercise their reason to believe that the divine Author of our existence 
intended a pari of the human rc.cs to hold «ra absolute property m s . and 
t^bawidedptiwer^ver others" &c, 

, la IW^j.Dr. Hopkins, then at the head of New-England divines, 
ia- fi5 A© Address to the owners ,pf negro, slaves in the American colo* 
aiG3 a ' 9 sajai " Th© coHvictkra of .the uajustifiableness of this practice 
(clavery) has bsea imreadng^ -arid f*?eat?g spreading of fate* and rmw} 
who- have had slaves, have found themselves, eo tunable to justify theii? 
owa conduct in holding tfeesa in bondage, ao to -.he induced to se$ ilm^z 
G&Mer®, ,.° * * * . • ° ? * .Slavery ia fa 
ovssy fosfecs, wrong, unrighteous, asd oppressive—a very great and 
crying .-sk— ^isrs flefeg? na&foj «f &s &aae8 , egzsaZ to U m $ie jfose qf 

■ -The ■ same ycarthe American Congress issued a solemn hasjieest® 
to the world. These were its first words 5 " We hold these truths to> 
he cel&evidenK? that ell .man are -crested equal, that they -are endowed, 
by their Creator with certain inalienable fights ; that among these 
life, 3ihQEty,..and the pursuit of happiness* 55 -Oneoi i5he.se were 
w©2£ta of power %, 44 ,g rhMoneal Sourish.'* • ■ ■ ■ • • 

, The Yirginfc. -Gazette -of Marsh W, ITO^.in.. an essay «oa olavess' 
czja i ^ Tksrs pa?jp$$ ha in issfefe, is not fa <sM Moterg, m ipjMmce 
fa ,ez£?y vSg&S of, .kss vi€?a - flagrantly' violated, Enough I hop© 
has fescs. oEected 'to provothat, slavery ia a violation ofjestise ani 
raiigiond 55 .. .> .■ ■ '• • •. . ■ , . / ... 

. . The celebrated Fateisk Mecry of Yirginioj in a letter, Jan.. 18, ■ 
to liobsrt FleccEate, af^Jwe-Eds president of the.Yirginia Abolition 
Scaic.^v, ca.yo s. "BgEeve-sias-, I ohail hmm the €|uakero for their, nobis* 
«3®^^to -l GSr?Hafe cbvoiryo- U:h& dsM wo-owato tk® .]»us%-of. ©ur 



%! 

tfeMgioa'to'bkjw that it fa r ai variola wit3» tha| -taw ■Jkii'-^jeifaiiib fete- 
very. - 1 exhort, you* to persevere '.in go' \vorlhya resolution. 1 ' •"• '" •; 

The Peansylvania Chronicle of SSfov. 21, 1?Q^, says'*/ "'Lot ovary 
Mack that shall henceforth be bam amongst us' ha deoaiia'ifl ftee. O&a 
step farther would he to emancipate the whole rtieo, sestorfag'' Shat 
Siberty we have so long unjustly detained' from them. ' Tall some otep 
of this land lis token we - shall jusfclv be- the derision -of the whole 
world." ' » •: ' * - ' - ; '-. ' ■"' '/ • 

In IT?©, the .Continental Congress ordered a. pamphlet to ;b'a' pub- 
lished, entitled, " Observations on- the American; Revolution/' from 
which the following ' ia axrextraci-: 44 The great principle" j(of govern- 
ment) is and' ever will remain in fores, tlivt'&snaretyrMi&effee; and 
eo long' as we have any idea of divine justice, we must' associate that of 
himUm freedom. ■ It is conceded osa all hands, tlmt the : nght to ~'h& jre® 

CAN E3EVEE. 3S AJaEHAflEDo'* 

Extract from the Pennsylvania, act for the 'abolition ' ,; bf'. slavery 9 
passed March 1, 1780 % ° 01 * 45 We 'conceive that it' is our' duty,, 
and we rejoice that it is in our power, to 'extend a portiW of that free- 
dom to others wlichhas been extended to' us. '.Weaned, by a Jong 
course of experience from those narrow' prejudices and' partialities we 
had imbibed, we find our 'heaita 'enlarged with Mndness 'and benevo= 
lence towards : men of all conditions and nations: 0 . °/. ° Therefore 
be it enacted, that no child "bom hereafter be a slave/ 8 &c. *. - 

Jefferson, in his Motes on Virginia written just before the close'of 
the Revolutionary' War, -says : '** I -think a change already perceptible 
aiace'.the origin of the present revolution. The' spirit of the master'' h 
abating, that of the slave is rising from the dust, his condition mollMy- 
ing, and tike way' I hops greitar&ig, md&T the t&tf£gks3 (fkemssh, fcoa- a 

^OTAL EMAnCIPA^IS. 5 ' • ''. '- ■'■'- : - ' 

■ In a letter W Dr. Price, of London, who had just' , published" a 
pamphlet in favor of the abolition' 'of slavery, Mr.- Jefferson, then mi- 
nister at Paris, (August 1^85,) 'sayas' "From, the' mouth to the 
head of- the Chesapeake,- 'the 'MUs of tlte ffioglfc wM up^kroe &f'$mf 
fmiipkM is tihsoty, and ft .will find a'srespectable minority" ready. £©. 
td&pt it -m p7&£tfce~^.'Wiionfy ■ which, for weight and worth of .' cha- 
racter, prejpond emies against the gresSssf muMs?,,* Bpeaking .of'.Taf- 
ginia, he sayss "This- as the nest state to' which we 'may turn • .out? 
eyes for the ; sntere'stu3g spectacle of justice in : - conflict 'with -avMce 
and' oppression,— -4 'conflict in which the sacked' side is. gah«im© 
daily becbtots. Be not, therefore, discouraged—what ' you ;Mve 
written will- do a greaS- deal ®f good; and "could you still' trouble 'your- 
self with our ' welfare, no-'inanis more able to give aid to the laboring 
side. The- College of • WHliam ' and " friary^ ; since ; the : remodellisig ' Of 
its plan, is. ihe place -where are- collected togeiher all'tlie'yotsiESg'men 
of Virginia,, under preparation for public life. -They 'are mere under 
the direction (most of them) of a -Mr. Wythe, one of fewest' vinous 
of 'characters j and zskpse' ss0,7tieWs m saj^scg of M&mftf [ &?e-m& 
if&timfc- -2-a'ni satisfied, if -you coisld' rssoke' M- address' 1 ^ eslioria- 
tion to those young men- with all that elcfquehea" sif ^s/Kieh' y©a*' os?§ 



^s^^^^^f^mee.-o^ ■ ^,J^^_ ■ gg&c&xroa of this if^wpi&t qm&. 
iimwoz0''^b,^A swtfwp?, «tec8j}M)Sp- . Thus, you see, that op far from 
|b^te«5,yon have,caue9\to;' repent of ; what .you, have , done, .1 «ew& jfow 
/*>•:#'• wj0'<9, m ar$ iwmr&nGV of Us ^bcfc, , ^--J(BlS5BTOO» , aPoa- 

, « ;-la Wpi$j>. $ohii .Jay. drafted and signed a petition ip the • legislature 
;^|M^w'Tqrk^.oia..th0. sHlbjecfc of -slavery, beginning with -tbsse words: 
•""Sow memorialists being deeply affected by the situation of thoss, 
phQ, although,, .free B¥ ots xaws ..oj?- Go», are . held: in slavery . by the 
laws -of, .the- gtat$, w - &<s,. .This memorial, bpre\also4he signatures ,of 
& 'cQleb^3.d;,,Alesandei > . ' Hamilton; '.-Robert ..R. ' Livingatoi!, after- 
ward0:§,e<s^t$sry ,of .|?orejgft.A^airs of the TEJriited' States, and Chan- 
cellor of the • SteteLpf , New.'^orlV; lames IJuane, Mayor of tW£% 
$f,0evr -."tofhs- and! many others of the most eminent individuals p the 

, .In, the pre^ble':pf.a^ in^tiTLunent, by vjrJhichMr. "Jay'emancipaesd a 
slave- in 1784' is the following passage : ^ • • v ■ ; - 
■[.".*?; Whereas j the. children, of men -ate by nature equally free, and' can- 
■®»t, without'injusticei be either' seduced tp or held in .slavery." 

. In Ms J©Ker ,wMe_|finister 'at'^pain ? ,'in. 1786,. he says, speaking 
of the ab»Mdn,'.of .glavery s- "Till America comes, into this -measure, 
■Iter, -prayers to heaven, will be 1 impious* ,1 believe God . governs the 
world * and I belies® it to . be a-masimm bis, as isa oar court, that those 
who, ask $»r equity m$gU to 4o itj 3 . . ' . 

' • In.." 1785, &e ' Hew York '. Manumission Society was . formed. John 
Jay was chosen its 'first Fresjident,-. and' held the office ''five, years* 
Aksander Hamilta wm. its. second President and; a$er holding. the 
office on®, year, resigned 'upon, nis removal to Philadelphia, as ^ecre» 
•Sary ofihe "United States' Treasury, in 1787, the Pennsylvania Abol- 
ition Society was 'formed. . Benjamin. FranMin, v/arm-froiss tbe <t!is. 
cussipna of tte. convention., that.- formed the U. & constitution,, was 
©ttpsei President;, ' and SenjaiGQiin . Eush. Secretary— both signers of 
l&e 'Declaration of. Independence? In. '1780,. the Maryland Abolition 
tSfosiet^r was formed.- Among its officers were Samuel Chase, Judge 
of the Bp Supreme . Courts and J^uther Martin, aote^r of the con- 
vemtioB-that formed' the 11. constitution. In, 17$©, "tiiie Connecticut 
; Abolition' E-oeiety "was • formed. . The, first .President, was. Rev. Xfe 
Utiles, President ' of iTale College, and the .'Secretary, Simeon Baldwin, 
(feto Judge .Baldwin, of Hew Haven,-) 2nl701, this' Society sent a 
SBsmorial to Congress, from wrhiqa the lolloping is an ©gtracfc s . 
.. .'^ -From a sober cpEvic^on ofj the.'Hprignteouspess of slavery,; your 
gs^iipner©' have long, beheld,- mth grief, otsx fellow. jmen. doomed to per° 
pstual: pondage, in -a' country v^luefo boasts' of: her freedom, -Your pe- 
titioners , : were led, by motives,, v?e .conceive, of' general- philanthropy, 
^scciafce ourselves 'for the pi;ot^ction and.assfstan<?e oi" this unfortu-. 
^at© .pas > tofoi^fettow , ,'men; -and,: though! Ilsis Society .has. been; fyt&y 
established, it haa no^r bscome ge^rG^ extensive .through ,this state, 
. -aa^,.\?e. fully Relieve, m^sqs, •<?©. '^£3 .§^^^ t - aeMtmeitia'ifi a.'fapge 



.p 

. , Kbs-apm. yeas? t!?s yi?gl» ANM^/.^s^.'.W5o .^fcissjL.. 
Socie^'cpd the Dfl{jsylemi%cioiyp hod agflffiNito • fos ; tf8tant> paitacff 

.those States^ • Both eoeaeties goat, wp gsaemorialp >$o, .©onguSsa.. ^'SUta 
memorial of the Virginia Society fe heafeW'^he sa^TOrial 
W&rgsisto-. Society, for promoting' the tA^tssa ®f Slsw©i$y»? 
following i? won estract : » • .■.".m-o 

1 45 Jour memorialist^ jf»% believing . that (slavery & am oalyiosj 
degradation, hat-, an mtrngeeus ^fatfm-®f Q7i$ ®f . ekssS ecgenSM 
rights, of- Mm® mtm'&.a®#> fsMtfy .regugmttZ 0 

$<Mg*g&" <&c..,. ... '» ;, „ 

• About the same time a Society was formed m Mew^epsy* - Jt'-fecs 
n& acting -committee of five members; fea each ©miaty tfcs-.-SiatiOi.' 
The following is .an extract from the. prearaMe to-ate'ccastitsstfeas' 
■ It .is? .our boast, that we . live, under a government, wherein 

and. the ^tejpBWj.Kfe. s'ecugBissd as She .u&veBsal,':»gito 

of men,, We abhor thai inrntsislmt, Mhepafa mid ipJ<&&s2e&.$oIky,4±i£f?. 
withholds those rights from mi mforSttSie$& &f& $€gffi$e& alms cf &zz? 
felhw creeAtires"- ... . . y' '"">'■"' 

Among other distinguished individuals- who ware- .e^cisnt offiesati 
of these Abolition Societies, and delegates from their -respective estate 
societies, at the annual meetings of .the American convention for pssSo 
moting the abolition of slavery, ->ver©.Ho2V Uriah .Tsaey^MiM 
States' Senator, from Connecticut ;■ Hon. Zephaniah Swifl.,-.. Chief Jm* 
Sice of the same State ; Hon. Cesar Ao Rodney, Attorney General of 
fihe'Unifced States; 'Hon, James. A. Bayard, United States 9 Senatae, 
horn Delaware-; Governor Bloomield, . of New-Jeatsay-s Hoato-Wasfc 
Rawle, the late venerahle head of the - Philadelphia bar % • Br„. Caspar 
Wistar, of Philadelphia s Messrs* Fester, and TftUogbsst,- of Ehodo 
Island? Messrs. Bidgely, Buchanan, andWilMnGon,©!" MaiyiaafiU sad 
Messrs Pleasants, -McLean, and Anthony, of ¥irgiroia» ■ •' ■ ; 

In July, the old Congress passed, the celebrated. ordinaria 

abolishing slavery isa the northwestern territory, aEd decla3ring.te5:i4 
should never thereafter exist- there. This ordinance -was.passed wM3 
' the convention that formed the United States 5 conatitotioia fr/GD-M'-cso*. 
gion 0 At the -first session of Congress.* under the .©oassitatfen, thio sr* 
dinance .was ratified by a -special act* .Washington;,- feesh. feora-fe 
discussions of the -convention, in which mme thm - forty €&b?jq-- M& 'Msa 
€$sn& 3 adjusting ike. question - of afavezyo g&oe/WMs--€^md^ 
act passed with only -one dissenting voice, (that 'of Mr* Yafes, of Mew 
York,) His South equally wMk the. North avowing tks.ffmesa m& mr/s* 
diencg. of the itievmre <5i3 general -eonsidefvi^ona, and- mdieoMsig fes 
<ml§ the U®e- of. j^oeu! goMey, to be pzm>ed -5$ .^e-'UseMed 8Ms£ 
Gpvem7nen$ on, the subject of sfesera.' 

' 1m the debates in the Worth Carolina- Convention, Mr 0 Iredell, offer? 
ward a Judge -of the United States' Supreme Court, said, es Wlim tlie 
a$srs ehoM-vz of ohve-ry .tsiseoflfsce, it will fee an. evens which- sasust 
he -pleasing: to every generous mind and evetfy friead «»f jfaumaa. 
toe. 5 ' Mr. Gallov/ay said, w I wish to see thio 'abomfaabfe tsois p^t 
GS.esd to. 1 apprehend tfea d&iz-s (to.52cM3j.g ths olava iirada). m$szb 



'SO 



^^^fe^^ttJ^M^iio^y iJbu&er' Maefcuvoff Ip&rylancl,--a mom- 
•W- ©£t|as wi&v<ktib» that 1 formed-- the; ; United Stated 'Constitution, said, 
^■We QitigSii to authorise/^ : moke'.such regu- 

t^cns oa ahaE be -thought Mos^ advantageous for Me grudiiai abolitim 
^'bto#^.and tWemamipMoti 'of -the efatoos- which ^are' already in the 
ostate.0."' • Judge Wilson, of Pennsylv^ajon© 'of the 1 framers of the 
eo&atttutiQJV said;-' m tfo9y;Penni^lvania convention of W, ^ [Bel*. Fa. 
Coa.-.p.' $TO>:S6>© 5jn« s I^coja0idQS , 'thi3 v (tha clauses relative to 'the' slave 
t&ade) assaying the'fowndatiQn for Mmshwg'-slavery out of tltis' comWy\ 
It will, produce the same Mad of gradual change which was produced 
m Pennsylvania ;■' the jsev? States Which are to W formed will be under 
ih©-eonte>l 'of GWagress-in^this particular, m& slaves -iMM'mver l& in° 
fe'e^ajce^'ajaoisg'them.' IfrpfcesentS' us with the' pleasing prospect that 
t&s Kght3''o£ rasnMnd mil be actoaowletlged and established throughout 
fev.w'OBo'^T^t the lapse .of "-a few -years,\and- Congress will have 
l^wsrA'.to-' exterminate slavery within, our, borderiB" ''.In the Virginia 
©oavsntioa .of -W, Mr-. Season, author of the Tirginia constitution, said, 
"The augmentation of slaves weakens the States, and such a trade is 
ffissfwUcal in itself,- and. disgraceful to mankind. _ - As- much, as I -value a 
union ..off all the States, I would not admit the Southern States, (i. e., 
irath Carolina' and Georgia^ into the union, unless' they agree toadis' 
e&TiUnmnce ,qf thU disgradcjm trade" \ Mr. 'Tyler opposed with' great 
pawe? the clause prohibiting the abolition of the slave trade till 1808, 
oad said, M.J earnest desire is, that it shall be handed down to pos- 
ieri^.ghai'-I oppose this wicked clause." Mr; Johnson' said, " The 
pmdpjb off emancipation, has begun: since tlie revolution. Let : lis do 
es^-css.-'^ sT-^ p. 468.]. Pat- 

rick Henry?- arguing' the power'off Congress under the United States' 
ie©astitutioa"to > abolish "slavery in the States,' said,' in. -'the same eon° 
mention, "Another thing, -will" contribute to bring this '-event --'(the 
abolition' of slavery) about.- Slavery is detested*, We feel its fatal 
sS3cfs|/ f we. deplore. - it , with ■ all -the pity of humanity." Governor 
B&ndolph said; '."They .insist that the abolition of -slavery wUl'resuU 
fomk-iMs-iCmsUMimo ■ I. hope that there 'is no. one here, who will 
advance m'-oftjectim. so dishonorable to- Virginia hope that at the 
•EContent tliey':are, securing the rights of their" citizens, an objection will 
mot.b3':Started, that those unfortunate men now.-held in bondage, by the 
{$$mUow-qf'£fae generalgovermient may be made' free ! w ' [Be&. Va, a €<m a 
$j. 421L[.. in-V&e'.Masa.- Con. of J 88, Judge Dawes said,- 66 Although 
davesy-is not smitten by. an @^t^\e^ 9 yetU-ki^ received amtrtalwoun&i 
and ^ml.-die.-of consumptioni, 5s «-=»[^3& C r -Mess. Con= p o -80.] General 
Heath said -that,:'" Slavery "was - confined to' the States now &sistmg 9 it 
m&W, not he emtende&o By their ordinance, Congress had declared that 
&s nes? States should 'bd republican' States, md Imve sjo slavery"—}?. 
3,47. ■•• Jl - - " • . - ' • 

' In the. debate, in the fet Congress, February 'lltk-assd 12th, ITOfy 
<m tka -petitions of the Society of Friends, and the Pennsylvania- Aboli- 
■•Eaoa Society ■•>. Msv-Parke?, off Virginia said, B ?-I cannot help expressing 
fcfJasCTffa:! feel fn-iMimg s§ ■■wzdiep&bk apart of -the community 
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attending, to- mattes? off such o momeptous comcot* ^ th$ ■Jk$£ra;§%i$> 
and happmess-'Of th©. people off-America*. ; ,; a .think it my. A% & '-ap 
a citizen of me .Union* to espm^.e^w^ame^: i ."-.;• ' .• «.,v '•. • u''-:,-'^< • I i.->.-.< i 
. Mso Page, of !Vir@nia J1 (aft0rwftr^8 l -..^veraoi')-^ s ' Was. -a?a jkm\<$ 
the., , commitment : ■ ha ...-hoped i that;; the .. designs. . of ;.-th©\; j^p^tabl© 
memorialists would pot be gtQpped.at the-'- ttoreshold, v jft,- <p4wv.^6---ps)a* 
elude a fair discussion off -the,: prayer ' of ; .^© •memorial*'. •• - JEfe^plac^ 
himself in .thei case of a slave, aad/.sai4-that . ,oaj hearing. 1 that; Copgs^ao 
had refused to listen to. the decent, syggestiopi.iof; 'the respectable pjs$t 
of the. community, he should infer, &at me general gowi'nMent^^ 
which was expected great good would result to eveby ^h&s^-^\-cp^Ms 9 
had shut their ears against the voice of humanity, and he should Am*. 
pair, of any alleviation- of the. npsries.Jxe/, .sum*-- Wwi po^w^had|-.i$ 
prospect ;i . if any thing-, could induce ; him .to-.refeal,: it must. .fee:. a .#sp!se 
like this, impressing on his mind all the horrors ;off despair.. , \cBuiW.&© 
was told, that application was made, in his behalf, and that. 'Congress 
were willing to hear what could be urged in favor of discouraging the 
practice of importing his fellow- wretches, he would trust, m their justica, 
and humanity, and wait the decision patkfkl^ , , » 
■ Mr*. Scott, of .Pennsylvania? **I : caimpti:.foT:'my,par^..cpnc?iye-feffiW 
any person ,.ca» be £aMto.acg^eapropert^m.mo^ier. a ;-'I- : do notltfmp 
hmbfar.ImigMgOs if I was me qfflw judges of.theUmted State$ t .aMih988 
people were to co?mdefore7neandcM?n. thei^.emmmpaiim^huilaMmr^'I 
would go as far as I could" ,• , -> :V 
. Mro Burke, of South Carolina, said, " He saw the disposMsm of the 
Home, and he feared it would fee referred to a committee, maugr© .all 

their opposition» w [■ . 

. Mr, -Baldwin of Georgia said that the clause in: the U*-8» Constitution 
relating to direct taxes-. 45 was intended to prevent. : Congress from- laying 
any special. tax ppom. negro slaves, as they might, m- this wapfsa fefffes 
tike possessors of them, as to wduee a ©kwebae snjAWcro assqn*" ■■■ ■ . ■. ■ -, > 
: .. Biro- Smith of South -Carolina, said, « That 'on entering., into.. this 
government, they (South Carolina.and -Georgia) apprehended that to 
other states,, * . * * would from, mrtiv88-.$fawmm£y<^&ftsmvQfa®s$ g 
bekdtowtefor&gemeraie7natttip0o2i" . ■■ ■ ■• ■■ -~ •, 

* In the debate, at the same session, May 13th, Y$%% on. the ..petitions 
of the society, of Friends -respecting' the. slave trade, Mr* Parker, -of 
Yirginia,. said, fi, .,He hoped.. Congress would do all that, lay in thefe 
"power to restore to human nature • its mhereM prmleges* The imam* 
sistency in our principles, with .which we are: justly charged slioM^kz 
domaway. „ ■ ■• / ••'-.-• -■: • •*•' 

Mr. Jackson, of Georgia., said, Si It vkas.-'otb fashion of ots ©ay 

TOEAVOB, THE LIBEETY OF THE : S&AVES. , * * * >* * Will ¥sj?«> 

ginia set her negroes feee ? . Whrn-fltisgrdsSsee. am.es toM trizS^. fcn 
the sound of Uberty'wU hss-ihose charm which 'make U g&tfefvl to -tike 
ravished ear"- • . . ■ 
; Mr* Madison of . Virginia,-— (6 The . dictates of hianisffiity,- ^h© piimci* 
pies of the people,- the. national safetyand teppinsssj.aad pradeffltpoMeyj, 
Require it of usd ° 0 9. * : , °, -.1 ccaceiv© Ste cosssteliw 
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h'.Cih jinubnl:*? uao tertoil in order- fchat tlio Government, whilst it- 
\;arj X\;i-U - c,"v,ic<3 •' &w laying' a total prohibition, might ba able to' give 
cd:::o tcci:;;:o:ig of the sense of ■Aincrka, with respect to the African 
t!.j.tbo ' :: ° • It jo to bo hoped, that by expressing a 

i:::" .r:'A disapprobation of this trade? we may destroy it, and save' our- 
co' Cmm reproaches, and or/a rosxERHnr she ihbecilot- ever- at- 
•«u:2mt2 oil' a couloir visaed wish slaves. 

•' r.2'n» GcmiYy of Kacsachusetts,' said, " he highly commended, the 
p.Tu the .Sn'oistyof Friends had taken ; it was the cause of humanity 
tlvDy" had interested themselves ia. M — Cong.- Beg. v. S, p. 308—3.3. 

- A v/riter ia the e5 Grazette'of the' Unites States/' Feb. 80th, 1730, 
(t Arm the -government papery) who opposes ■ the abolition of slavery, 
cud avows himself a slaveholder, says, " I have seen in the papers ac» 
ccimto of large associations, and- applications to Government for the 
(ZoJi'icx of slavery. ' Religion, humanity, and the generosity natural to 
a frta people, are the noble -principles -winch dictate those measures. 

fJllCU riOTlVES COnilAHD 3ESPECT, AND ABE ABOVE ANY EULOGIUIil WOEB3 
CAH' EESSOWo" ■ - 

In the convention that formed the constitution of Kentucky in 
FiS&, the ©Sort to prohibit slavery was nearly" successful. A decided 
s^ajority of that body would undoubtedly have voted for its exclusion, 
bzt fo2' -the great efforts and influence of two large slaveholders—men 
of -eommariding talents and sway—Messrs. Breckenridge and- Nicho- 
las. The following extract from a speech made in that convention 
by a member of it, Mr. Rice a. native Virginian, is a specimen of 
thofias discussion that prevailed on that <s delicate subjecU" Said 
Par. Eice : " I do a man greater injury, when I deprive him of his 
liczstyi, than when I deprive ' him of his property. It is vain, for me 
tb> plca'd teat I have the sanction of law ; for this makes the injury 
Cia greater— it arms the community against ••him, and' makes his- case 
desperate. -The 'owners"of such slaves then are licensed roHbei% and 
mft the just proprietors of what they claim. Freeing them, is not de- 
privin^ them of -property, but restoring it to the right owner. ■ The mas- 
t.3i? is tko enemy oi : the slave he has made -ripen, war upm hira, an© is 
baily' caeryhig it obi in unremitted 1 - efforts. Can any one imagine, 
tuea, that 'the -slave 'is indebted to his master,- and bound to serve Mm? 
Whence ■ can the obligation arise? 'What is it founded upon? What 
h my duty to an enemy that is carrying on war against me-? 5' do not 
£:3By," but in. some -circumstances, it is the duty- of the slave to serve 5 
Lat it ica Ciuly he owes himself, and- not his- master."' 

President Edwards, the younger, said, in a sermon- preached- before 
ika Go3.neetieut-AboUtib»'Sddiety, Sept. 15, W91 : " Thirty years ago, 
esarcsly'a man in this country thought either the slave trade or the 
cliivery-bf Ess;roS3't-o be wrong 5 but now how many and able advocates 
m- private wb f ia buy legislatures^ in Congress, have -appeared, . and? 
have openly and irrefragably pleaded the rights of humanity in this ,as 
v;ol! co cinerincianaes.?' And - if we judge, of the future by the past, 
zMivzffig qvettofr&st tds Uixe, it' wiU-b&'eo ohcssisfklfo? & C2SJ3- to hold ci 
• ccs&gzzs, ao'to l&gp&lijof comim robbery or fasfW " 



its "Scripture proofs?' note's," ''-iMad comwbats. • ■Aiiioiig-flis'is'^ib ilii* 
following: '•■"'■'•^ •'; •■.•■;-'..''. •:•:."•■'•■ .'-'sr.- 

" <5 .t Tun* a. '10. ''The law is 4tfade- . for iftaasteolGK). v ; ) : Thfo 'er&fgtf - 

among the- Jews exposed the "perpetrators •■'of it to', -capital jiasSioji'iaai# 
Exodus ;:::u : .l®. " And the/apcratle/herQ'-'daSsa^ 
iiio'jirsi rcvaXc. 'The Word he uses, 5 in its : original import;' cffli-n^lisjittd^ 
all' who are concerned in bringing f any "of the-'huin'&n- -race-info oldvd^,' 
ovmretainfoig-tli&m ia; it.- • " Stealers- of rtixmQ'Qkl ^t3>;»k'o'^ipg. j 'cl)ff' • 
slaves or ireemen, and keep, sell, or "buy Sheia. 1 * .■'<'• ''-•.••>, ! ■, . '•';':-- jV-i - A. 
v Ia l r rf'©4,'Di% Rush declared? '"Domestie-slavesyis rap#gfl^t.tO'&io< 
principles of • Christianity*' ■ It' prostrates every- benavoleafo ; aM- jeLi* 
principle' of action 'iii - tho^-lmm^a- heayt, ' 'It -id-- s&belKW ^ca^-tha' 
authority ; ©'f a common 1 Father. ••< • It- is % practical' d£$ial-. ,! of/ t&&<©5te3J3* 
and efficacy of the death of a common Saviour.. It is an ijsurpatfea^f^ 
the prerdgativeof the great - ; Sovereign ofthe -universe,' xAto'- 3iai54EoIezdn- ■ 
ly' claimed 'an 'exclusive • property 'in the souls af-meTS^' 1 '--' ■ * *■? ! -'r. 

>In f?'95,Miv Fiskej then an :o{3cer of:Dar2moath -College, a5te^c/4 ? 
a "Judge .in Tennessee, said, ia'anoration-!pUblishedt&at'tyea^'Qp^M^' 
of slates V «»l'steadfastly maintain, thst -v/e must brMgSfcssH? tercpcJi- 
standing, in point : of privileges, wtthihe -whites ? ; ,f -lM®y : t^t-'-$np$<Al 
the -'rights' belonging td hHnnan nature;." v«.'K». .;..;> ^-s;t ..-■•:.-i 

■ When she petition oil' the -abolition of the slave'-tsada^as-UEiJof 
cussion-in the Congress of '80, Mr..Bro\Tn, of. Morth-Ca£<Jlma 3 iE-5id^ - 
" The emancipation of 4he slaves- w,U- he effected \& time 3 tis&ught 'to'^3' 
a- gradual * busirigs's,' but- he -hdps'd that Congress'- would mi.'p7-etijppz& 
it-Xo the great ' injury .of the southern States**' -Mr. Mdrtley$-of P*i&i3yk ; 
vania,- said, in-' the same debate* 4 . 8 2$0 ccso vM a Z&tle Ctt?-~sis2&t3-ktz7 '£:? 
■cmse'&f 'oUvery 'advocated in thai ■ teea,'*-- ' Wagiiinssoi}, in' ' a -IzttT-iov 
Sir '"jJdh'n Sinclair, "saysj "'Thsra -ara,' la Pennsylvania, Itxp 
gradual abolition 'of slavery which neitKer-TvSasyfond m^^Tkl^ph^yo. i 
at present, but which xvlMrg is mora eerSczti tb^^lhat^^^^ • 
md 'ai a peridd itoti^&Bit&SEiJ'' ; In •¥fcginiapac's&| to e^abratsi 
manumission acti' • •Within' sains -years: :from- tkat tmavraa*!^ ^lawsa 5 
thousand ' slaves were voharitai&V" ©njancipakd foy±3& xaasieSk. .^JEd^a- 
fcke'rV ^-Dissertation • on Slavey," p, -.^J-.-VIp: ■ i^Q j^ogrlaiad > 
passed aa-aefc legalizing' manuihission. "-" : Mr. Bc?^3y ? '-of'-riG£yIcikc!i , isi'f 
a -speech in Oeagrses, Ee'fiambsr 21-&i;imS' 9 c:^^$y-3^ EsaSftipafcabao'.- 
under «hafr ae£'said; that '27:3 ■■p?eg&0Q qf- c^^^p teb&eteSZ&gj* 
the State became- 'eroatbd > with ftea 'blc& -pcpi^?£$^i: i - • •• \'^- 

-E0132© c/©e!t5gats3,"iat?8ME'«h3f eiaoasiption' of'dhv«3/C2i#^^. 
by th&e^rtoi pfmcipbo'.^f iac^pd'j^Eq/;£:^r:^? tb'£:3 -cJ^to 
s^S? ta : M$I^clci3 iti-Zc:iSags'.f&'/.G d:?gh ts^'fl •'•■^^ik^-^ ^;' • 

fe'emsa? ' Ara'^73 ala^sdj IsatV-fcfcg^atKsfl'i^o'^ e^b^sn^ 
of dvS rfghtov 'tks^-rf^fep^ ^Sk^bsEy er^^agoisdij^p- ' 



.< - .EIobo'. Jamas 'Campbell, in' an*addre&9 v before the Pennt^fctania ■ 

<?l^:,ofsi:^c»^j''.My :soid 9r -«.0ap ^apaa-atwra 'from 

. i^x^.:^ ••Convejdtaoiu, thaf. formed the 

' iSfi4!!Q$v$ta^^ attended on: the:- .tie- • 

.* K^^iilM^Wlo^" ^ithn%npi^- W^hipgton .at-ths"!' head.^ s .-. .. 
A.-BaltimpKia'--.pBjj8r'- .o^.^opte^fe.^^Js.^SC*, teoMains&s following 
.$:i4$te% .^a^^at.-Gate^* 6 A .jfemd&ya ago. passed- thsough 
. tiii^lt^gBil^lMo^^:^^^! dates, cad -^cly... ■.•Ifhe ^fceial, prawoua 

niwaesoup- $arotty. pf, .slaves; about 
ItHR^adiki^ them.their' 

• «^0®%;%]&;y3mQmty ofWIUiam- awd^twy, i^yiygipi^'poafepreffi 
' :?3pop. 'Gsanvflle' Sfcs^gt^; the; degree 'o£ J^tosvof jiav/s...'; .» Stales wasat 

'.feT>^ abo^itionista.. , « His^.in- 

■ 4^^P#i^4i^>'PW£®'ciated^ii • years -.in- tshe t.<jaqe . "-of • Somerset, 
' fE^e^ed^ fche-CpuEtof King's :Eeneh ? y.^iick 

.•^0jie'^A8i^n^p|^that-iiO' ^v©J«»uW>8-h^d;iiji.]@ii^a!id» ) vffewp 
most' -imsbnipronusing- is hi? 'd^posMon.yto^slavie^^ 

. sp^w-^.'to. tern* tf.lfeb* p^naitedajit.*^ the-Sartl^an I»egic3fe: is. 

%M©'§fcg 5 : C^onslitatipji oCthe : , United'Stetesj . adopted:, -lately ■ 
^^.©.feB^^aidtyft^ag ^ffeet^y^wded" agau^^th^ie^.^y .ini- 
$^sfc^ij5.) dfefr',Q ; fbc* :y<eap* . ' M .is.vTOttch- .to. -hs> ianlfeafel.tSpiat - feaiang^ 

adds^se*. 

9&&r m^-!^^'Ms^\^l^!^^ fe. tf^nqfrg ths.'abo-. 

• fe^ij^f fi&i?y&&cB -,uMcb • ihsv'Mo^kg, ; k'an^rack?* Sp'eaMng; 
•5l^tesais;fe^»ia»;h$ isajp .s' .ff&wttaft noj^fcthsSime/ of,' the;- . 

. . 4e?iyahle.- 
• ; .sieve? t©i^^ - 

. s;^.||i?j^F^^S;so|i.n ^^^^ 

Elfc>ELmt3 sp32 3 w&t^'ia 0^ osibsaittei to &e g32E®sal 'asssjisMy of fins. 
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state, ttecks fictfflSdzty &s3ji%i v ^&^±£?::^? 6i£ti:ic*$i£ais ^&8t5sVr2^67 

' -Hoaio - Benjamk Watkba : 'ls3ghV4ate^ 
Virginia, 'in 'bia lotted- to iie'^soplo-^^ 

ffiaattox,pb 4®, says s' (6 l thought* $02- ve^-ldt-Slyi'^iiS-i^ 'fttotyk&^f.ib 
vsvesy body that during to ?ey©Mo2,' '^c^fls* cz£i$ £&^i2^^$si3 

wSio'mteVtained, tr/lsli'-sespsisij affi'&s fe'sfemsi3a7&l' , '^7i^(t3i[s W'ls|S& 
siiiKycoisM suggest for-accfaplfbSifeg ^tij$M? W^# r $;'fcll2 ' 
day of iME' de'atli,- • to J^?' 1 ■btwpU wM&htij, 
vote? BG'jbiin&c&itiffsjMicsi "• Sy flggfiss^ •oSf jpfojeefe'^'^JsMii^ipa 

^Foje'cta ; r^vedo? s ' / x •'• -■-■'•■ l '-' ! •■■ •• ; ! -- ' [ * ^ % 

. Governor Baa-bow,, of Virginia, fa M&'.'op'seiJh M-^'0; : ^;SfehSS|?6ai 
ilia MisE'om.'quiestioH^csia; 1820; 'sdd^**^© ^ : '^Is:cd;t7% M^¥isf- 
■giata- $kzge3; lis? poUcj m ^afeafe^e Jo'oiave'jy "^iiat&'-caa^sS^ 

•with thecoma© tybiefc %&;fts8ads ; ©f ff«s^e^osa^of;^v^la l 'I3KI. 
soiirjj' 'not^'iadvofc&ted'l 1 ' mi &afc ^-^ip^^^l^^d^oiJ^f; ttaiosia 
^ito- «ho Istefftfailtttt of&s HJiaited.$te£&l,- 'f?te^-'^^'^!f5d^ji'^f 
slavery) in £keffiQr&^'a£ae& 4©2&ifoj^.Q&d sy$^.«l<^*pir i^j^Si 
Itoe&ted a'glooaiypiisttire of $13 baneful e&c'^pf 'elayeiy^. * WS&a'ie% 
{recollected- that the" Zeiss' tr#4t^^,^^^ i>^ 

^ss of sha- ^oMoa, & is no j^^'ofsa^^'^iiit^'jS^uf^i^ 
2»ave imbibsd-a l&tfge «ftnr£ioflt ! of fia5 : <3atfei£sia'^Mfei: gtt£&a$> cfeaaia 
ma'ko wM-eaMateslso $?dtac@. - ''As io&S' c©i^si^'^''t|e (; ^fegS^i l 
•^elegatbn'to '^e'-^sMetici^ila- qE'sstloa-t -'wlis^tf-^ ' J&Ml'W , '& v iwspi» 

GMfis^'tfti^Heto-i to?$i Jtssi tiflud&d,--'.. ° > - ■•; c '-'"'^' 'bs : mEa.'-SLof? 
•isapo^ukt'* to- desSSpv; /'Wo'fe^e' t^&SEialiS^^ctsi; 7 IfeifHfiKtaiaiSi^r 

•<OF,-if ydii''^^^Mdi?fe^i^w3& s$i^&{ffi6W^y$ dS#e^yfe"&W|?. 

.fevb'^isgraceife' Saari&ice' of 'te^tai£yj aal fi^^Ie^' tip^iS'sac'^S 

-&&' ; fiyF£aay' 'of /'yota? ••^tW s M^9hj : Bm#3tsgr 0 ' --.''Btt^'M ;^d^^S^|i^fr 
' #e^g^lit^^iaoja^-^-''^fe : : la6s^Qd;.'^ '^^^^^"S'Si^^ielir 

Gaskplota* ssa^ifes^M^' if'^^^'^f ■■2!^ , 'c : ^d3^'-^ 'Sc^d^l^^ 
•Ctemsate ds1i -tiring gl«Mo^'fc> Ha,^^ ^'."^•v'V.>^.r^'\'o j.'-H«,^ ; m?^>^ 

■•lay a'toW -ths-'-Sfe jisifkti^ ©fMaTO's a i 'S^o' : Qai?'f ; of^ai'^d's^^ 
t7^-teadvSJs5atQ ^^'^^ykiefei 'alav-ei^ ^••Msi6i^'©T'S» : :<2pS^' 
. mssi said: "He'heve? h&d ^ixrohaged, . mt Ml^Afi&^^^W^tfdi 
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'^^QSti^ bscosa© •. of ifio' 7 

liiViAiotoHi^f H 6 'Caroline ~? s En- fcv/o yearo w© obali Isav© ,tfe®.'$dwei? 
•^poMf>|Sj<k0 .jfc!p^>^tQgalii3Po;r;.?B?h^si -ithb;Eo^d^U'bd;imaninaious. 
1$©. ®bjc©&to' ; «^.©jSssdij^ out? feU ..cpi^ttutipn&l powera-" 

•p^^^olfigen^J^ - .• 

;;:V,#^^. ; ^i^^ss3.^4:' •fflp^oucbaKj, to; ontisle :ih©ni to, ; esedifc 5 -nos 

ft<infeBi2&le^-ih©iff. csm^sef- ar© tfeejir 
/fe:;; 7 ^^ jSw^sds ,#ok -own- ktorpretera. '. • We 'waive 

4|!i : coH!imspfe;5,f ,-$|iir xsod^.xp© iWhosPaver -hatfe-eara to tep 9 

I^Jbji^i^ th© ravofc. 

cfeiei > ..naag!£ilrateoj- judges, ■ 1© ? 
' ^s^i<?^j-f}si^ : ;fls?.gsq 9 .]wh^dayed, ondVpsrjfled .all uftd©? .&© b^e5so» . sad 

• m-'m©.beat of iho.day that tried .men's souls— 'than' ^neith©?^iU-be. bs 
' ''^g^^^d&Oj^hvjf^j^OjSfQiiit^© dead.?V- •:<,,••; ' 

' .>^.^9IS®\<tfl^E^te T ^tob^€^'l^y liu&te^timany -ase^T-h©. universal 

• 3$g$g${g$3tia .tbat:-€Ji&)Dgrep3 s - ; Qt^t© ; legislatures} ssnini&riea ©ff learnings 
-<g$$g$& 'jp$m^y^<)f • .'rgiigioa, f &ad;pubH© , ; e<9n%»©nt.. widely embodied 
' f^bp^ foetb, tbe^moral 

; c^.'tl^^.M^i^^SS^^i e^^t|pg" a, ./powoic '.of',.opij^OHa yfilmt wogld. abolish 

-Jw JPflfea.';. word} that fes© speech' .and a 
ji|e.© .gE©^w®i^:'|»a/Wi©W$^'^@a^i5t without- ceasing, andwUhput.ra- 
, < ^ctipn*y -^dl ;we)i;/; did •^ojijfc; knowj'apt.only thai'tha national 
;^?ep|raen> _^quld ? '^ th©.. con* 

. ' sli^&oii"''^ -ah© knew/; also .Sh&t-Cougresa-bad 

■ : e3^5^;m^|i^d;Qui.t^Q; .OTp..©f .naiipnal.'pplicy to. bj^u^ed.on-tbia-.sub^ 
jest^fcadeom^ to a .co^?@s of .aptipia against' 
,davcsy 3 .tjKerever s]iec^uldjn\py©/unp encountering a'<TO° 
pptjng jtpis'^ 

.%^eiBpraM©-pr^ aboli$bjng,sl^very>:iQ 
;#s .sjpithwest ter^tprys .#nd- fey. .dec&r|Qg-4b^ it shpuld. rieyes\ . ■ jihence- 
fpri|^d^fa5fc,jt^pr^;t-;an4 top* , aja% w^^'by ; ©©s»pn ftf.^ir^ua 
sad '-ctliQE jStatp'% .the; ; teTOto^,pc3mj2) -under coHgrassip^al ©pBtroU . : i7Tfe© 
SpB^^ew/a^o^bajSiifes #s^b-.as{;icle;ip .the^o#disaRc© prohibiting sla? 

■ .fefea^y^fe^fiffi tt&$png$es&m;- ^B4 S ;.-,Miy lefloreon*; as-phaiirman of 
' -tits ^pkpi^e,e ; pE ^ v ^n^^»^po«*S?l^ ?e§oteio?j abplisbiissg 

• • $la^e^ ^a^'^pprted.-.^i© 

• \gs0m^^;pp : B%^^i^o'-^ sfevghqldeF^liatifbs pEdjaaaee^was enact* 
''^•:^i^ng«^;duipg' ^e'c«e^©n pf ^fs^^aafi l|a>.!.fpsme4 -th® 

. bj)%,y^p©/^a prpspspt^d^lrpn J^ide'r ^isc^sipn^fSBatler&^f .univ©?^al 

with' atf;^.artiesi-ian'd . v/|a'effi;SaaEy ,p.agssd s ?©> 
,p^^^,votej ,©j? e^|?'a^ra&^^.^?«^(^a^3js $t^.&f$& 'qlamhiJii'ng 

■ ,^^./g^e>Spui3j .afspfbad :©ve^ ^©aspjiii fpy '^©UeTing^ ;tbat - ^e..< fest 
^o^e^a ^|e^;tb^cp^titkion^^ or^feafflc^r?as'*it-d|S 

J ( ^;',©^j^f|^^©c^pn.%-| . $Hgg©s^-. by |k©; i^pirsp^ngr.'teatiw'onyp 
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•of the corocBcion PEOP&D ■ oliilq); caliesty'jrosco^&afc^. ? ^!>' ,on^ ' 
vAi^sfoff^oleaca-coOTaii^ted'oa tho aatioafa .chaste? vqrj|/?!ic:iE.Q7^ 
dearest rights^ 'Added to this 66 the .i^M-.ofpac?aMy.^^b!lji3f 
violently v7reGted~~the • rights •. ©l.-raraoritiea,. s?jfi&? ^.jJ^a^Sca 
spsecli' struck 'dupb-»»fii.'e3 rc@a outlawed ron*! • ^a^mi^r^s^^z^ 
.cast into- .the , streets,, and . theis 1 feg^sEtto. otr«tred .v^j^ht^:.^^. 
flourished Ira.. triumph before the g&sa applying? cWbda;CO^*p$q 
mementos of prostrate ' lcwr S • .■ The, . spirit • cad, ;-pw^coi: cm-feSte^ 
where are they ? ■ . Their deep ; ho,mage-, always -and' ovesy •'w&orp 
dered to • eebb skougesv with ate $^e$m$>h- d^zo^^<eo-- l Q^h. 
Jree $res€~~- their reverence, for jii9t!C9,;KfeW^^!!f^ 
law s where are they? ' ' ■. • ...... 'r i v -.v^ 

But-.we tum'itrQm-thes3-,.eora thofec^cia r^liiira 

we have failed and those toward v/Mch k u©:-.^/-bora©:r/a4h- headtew 
haste, call for :. their, discussion, as with' the, voices- of.d^^sfing Ki^sros?! 
proceed; to. topics relevant to the -argamsot fosfore-KSi*:'. • • - : r , ,.;.> 

■ The: seventh ar£ic!e,of the amendments*© tfea.coBs2HB£$oa ifooEsgct! , 
to withhold fromCongress -the power to abolish^Iavery EB4hB\B2oM§&; 
(e Ho person . shall ' be deprived of life, Isher^.o^prppei^irithp^i .&p 
process -of Mwo" ■■ All the'Qlaveain^e ©fotdct Jiavs %33a.-. ss d53K4>c^ 
of Mberly^ hy- legislative acts*-. How? theqs'-Jegblativo .acta' Gep^- 
fag!' them u . of u|bBrJgr s ,, '.were .either ".due .-process jb^JaW'-W-fey 
were bo?. ■ ( If - they mrzf then "a legislative cotj .taking .from the ^aofcsp? 
that " property' • wjhieh 33 the ideatjcd ^Hb3%- S ? prevjo^slytaliea.^Qii 
the slave, .would he. 44 due. process of law M ©Sa^aad ©fcoaarcs.-a 

■ im&ml act 5. tot. if the legislative 'acts. s5 :deprivijHg?f-te3m o£ ^fer^'- 
wer© Ksi? 5 'die' process ©f Jaw** thea.tha oWaa- ^0£©-d?ps£ye3 pf> 
erty .c53«K3ii^fe^K2S!%-.affid thecs-actaor©? zsM, ^••%.tk>o.cab.3.•.^:o••<k> 
atiMzaz, &7zmtij[iBi3S.&2Giko ■ . .•■ ■■• , . ^.~;. ! ;.v r 
.. If the objector reply s by- saying thatithe'sssspo^ of ths pteoca "flEe 
process of later" k-jutigciei process .coMyyjt; ja.-g^sBtedj-oad-4fa& 
our rejoinder; for no slave 5m the District &k? bseB.dspByci'.cJ j^is 
Mberty by> <5 .a; judicial peossnfy 99 m 9 in ; o$ier-worda 5 hy^dE3 f --pS5C6css 
©f, law -5''' consequently; upon the. objectors oxm.ads^ic3|ci2^'§veHy..-a!a^- 
in the ^strict ' has been-., deprived- of liberty ^m^S^r^E^^.os^ :-fa 

t therefore free % emfifi&i&im* ■' - -This: so asserted, ■.•caly.of -.- £fee ■ . ckvs?©.?' 

* under. 'the ^ejseluaivelegKjlatioa? cf;C3oagrs33o-.-t t - : , ■..•„.-• -r. ' 
The last; clarase-'of the article -.under coasjdesa!Soa..ia.. i|?iotsd fe?/ 

came, .purpose, s • «. Moff- shall- private -prajpesSy. fee- .token ^^psiblis;^ 
- •without. • jwst coajpeEsationo"- • Each, of -^fes ■■■ptate -QOns^tutjpEp -baa -. o 
clause'df.dtmlar pnrpo^» ..The abt?Moa'of;-ckv^fy.-fe;fte;!2ifc^.^ 
Oongressj-r would:- nota -as ..we shall presently - d^ov/^-.vfoIate^-te (C^p?,. 
. .either- directly-:©? by implication.' - :--0s?antingfor aji^^sqfq.c^hei-,- 
' slaves. are ' fi '.private;pr.operte ,9 '-aad ; thattO' emafti?ip'ate: ; tfesm5 ...bosldjljo; 
■to f^.tdis private .psoper^viSfo??,** public,,rKss5^sj^(^bJsctor Qdmit?;}^ 
power :of Qongress ■ to .do -'provided -it- will , ; do '.£m0&^ : ~$c3>-§k& 

■ ;iQjfSf/- for 'theza»';"- Thus, .isisfeijd- of ,'denykg' the ^ms^, • > th©,o%"cctor^i€ 
' "oaly-admitSj te£'©^?;^s?..i^ as-tfee .ground of the, ; iafer.e5©s fetrCGB^ig?: 

• EaCm^Mst: af/ao^ipiay ,it»;. €o>far -feom i^psu^ag ?^3^£^;^]-.^ 
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'C:tj:$&&G? ? fc¥&p2ti<f^C±:l3Q23 cf te^OSLOytfca pace? ift> toho to 

fbvicb'ttkuia Giwi? -k&siSiro, to cito?, to' • pacta?' So • tsak© to prcipatfy of 
to '^p5':1 C*afc3 pay tos£-. " •••• •• • '. •. •, • ' . . 

!> ' ! $<€iC.&to& -c3Eao£ j^K&taSsiaaHy . isapaii?- to •right of private 
toko at'avishcist. ^ompaii£atiiK2, it -cannot coactiiiatioaallyj 
pjdpjf-'jEii) psr^s&atiosi ciEsh-'C-sSDj- fey. dkcroi pmSseitlmzQ who 
cc'^b^'' &oi^'''>ITc2^fifeo;p'ot/o?toso«j' a sada ©f lea aasnmgp, rob' flba 
ciiii^'oi'-iaa.^^f^ .tojtfes&l- - Who haa o 'batter, right to' to '-gra^ca 
tIi;Q fS&gttMfata*$^ ti&&2sna$- ton to' asms? of to^yfosBjisJ ■?— » 
i'3 f#ld^3:asffl ghsk;, tlrj&fca&QEfrwhesa choiMaso fchqy owing I— totho 
t:u3y' : ciEi3 f cit33j ; £":a£j-fea '■cjfe&ca toy-©^'? .©aagesQ' not ©idyirapaircs 
bst-paniMiatea to sight of private propariy, while it vdthholdp.'iBpom&e 
di>c3 ©$to<B2G&riet tob? titla-t©' feae^&ss. -What I Coagrecb power* 
L^3 : fei ; p|ots3i; a man's- 'righto' Kncegfo when- it can mah© inviolable 
to-TSgkS t^ f a-'^rj/> • S5u^'^raS?iag ihia, 2'dsmy that -the abolition of 
rilavasy in the Bic^ct' w6^visb.fe'-«3M3* danca. What doss to dawca 
prSli^- w-teJan^oT^p^te prapsirty" -.for < 5 public use." 
C-sp^'GSo CfeaigEaCD-'chcuM eciancipata to blaveo isa to'Bietrictj what 
.eaald ifc«'fe$^NoihiBg. -What wornM-it faPM- <£3othiog.- .What 
umajMft tiut : to !, «pMc-t2S3'^ ' Ho'thfeigo Instaad of tttfdsig « private 
( pi ? cp:3il!y> *'-€oa^P2'23j>-by 'aboMchiag slavesy, would E^yJ^riwMpPcpsr^ 
' dial feat & £afea$ ■ and'thosa who' have fessnrabbsdiof it already, shall 
fca^pi'oat'ofilt mo longer? asai ev©vy man's Eight/ to his owe body 
dial fe3'pj©t3fctedL n Tr«ia ? Congsesa anay not sriwtearily take-piropexsy, 
G^ ^'^pai^j-'feora'oaa^anam and giv© itto' aiiothes?~~aacl-iEl the abolition 
e^e'avGiy so* feah^Msg' is'-doa©* 'A legislative act changes the.eoi2^> 
u::3gMl3 okiya^mabaa Mz% WD &tm@?€$7zd{tf 9 instead of topropssty 
eS-cfficto?*^ Efi: ^efe3CTME3a- a'^BsS^on of rigM hstwesn two 

clac-33 •O'?p3ffC0B!£>-doiEig am act of jasticet© oaa P J aad rG3£Kani£g to 
©to? .acts -of i&j^ea 3. in oto? words, prevsntiag oas fsrom 
rahtlbrj tol©tkoi? 5 by^asatia^g'ta».to fejjssad pas^y -to protection of just 
cdJ c^&ablis^lawc!! ' . ■•' .•• • . ; - 
••©oa^Esii^'.by $m-ai6l ©bot'^oa, -^roraid ohangeto conditiom ofcsvea 
toit23E'i3' C5 ;|!3rcoE0^- m to -BiiDtsiatj' bait ' wowld "-feifeo' 9 aotlmsg, . "^o 
c^a5ia : ^ ;, pr&7iE»a' co- as. to e^bb to oi'dsausof toBbtsict to 
fcsM'03 -p^opb^rs^aadl'iM' parpstelsysi what^s 1 tbay plea£s ? '-o? to hold it > 
ao piopaffty in' GEcfeoums^tJS^aMvhSaQEds^Tj pisblja ^eMafe/aadfe ' 
tM ea;l pot?©^cJfe govoKssffisat'eo ths-contmiy. Eotwitfeafeadfcg-«--is 
a--btd'pdwc3BoSi«?ito''t7Mai^^^ •■The«23dgaof to prowsbpi, was 
v o.tli'jst7-,o d' -feakia^'-'agaSsat Goveramsa^ •aggpaadisemsnt*/' : &3 
E^'tO'^Mho'pF^a^'fi».' fe3*'^0O ia-oaa iiij^i^tha right co -to 
a^"i-:'"ito ; I'sfti'rcjby "Crhiish • 'p?opas>y Id. haMj that ' •• asa^ 
c^:5- csztXs&ty TJ^M cMn^ie.^lmgg and' deadly -witSim to ceopa.of 
!a^2Sa^fi2^^ ! ®5^25j= ^Osags^'^etp 'fo^-toSss? 3 to "slaveo k'to 
B^iis^lt"- trctsld" ba' ; fe^'-:^' ©oi 'aboHshkg -sta^e^>?»fescom!ag'. : a 
•DlitahcMa!? itia!^, taatead «f i'eqtakiag otora ■ to ha • tnteh -m , loBgspo 
®air:a m^'d^ca, ^sohibitD'.- to'^-^Ms^* of in^iEal. ' pjqtas^ 
fo^fifells' ^3 3 to-fe ! <Stepbjfed tffd%a5sd ofcs-p^as^r fo^'gotrem^ 
c£3Hi^3 : '^arpsic3i ^^3X7cc3 s .-^ ; -' cbo1i6bii!g. ; i d^q^^-toBbSsisij 
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would i!fl.FJ QEslLfiliiBg. • E' i7©.isM ezpctify titanqgqi As- az$&fr?A$$&.p 
vMdk- haa fossa recognised aoaq$d.Hiedprqi^^ 
though previously declared psicons" by ft® .cwo?i^&ai-;./£Spssi§i : iupa 
Shis- .is -dons continually <by .Cbagteo oodx©yesy ; »Jte^8^fo5?Saj 
Property &s- -meal absolute omd aiiq^Qli£cd9ioojM^lGte.d.ljyl^^!^^ 
acte Tha embargo and- woE^toffcoBiisarQots-lavslled". a£ . $ .'sfcMfe?. £ 
forast of-ohippsig'sttisid'oosjik mulossta'of ©aptah -Tocay jio^iforj of 
power.- .of Congress to- take humdradb of iWfajD ir#m #,3 Ipsopia. , % -dSo ■ 
reet taxation, who doute its power 'to- aboliola ■at.oECS 1&9 w|fcote.>to#r 
system, change thec'eat of Government arrasS fife f?o^«so : of .aa^isS 
works, prohibit any branch of eomm9Ec.9 with the '.ladioa.teiljsa. off vfe 
feroigQ nations,xhange the locality v .of- fortSs^aj'baffi^.i'tesgaaBSifia; ©ssd 
dock-yards-; abolish -the Post ©files .feyeloKsSj-md &&p rivitage.of pa&ato- 
and copyrights? .'--By such-acfe Coagreca sajagb^m the-: ©serc.ka ;o£ ita 
acknowledged powero, smnihilatQ property io: am inealeidabl© .amtju^tj 
and that without becomissg liable to.clainiB' for comp§j&3tEon.oY : ' ; , 
Finally, this clause-, prohibits the taking for public? use of Pgflyg&vj*? 
The constitution- of the United States dcsS'.EOtv-xecognisQ. -dayes-^-a 
04 'ebopesty 55 any- where, and it dees- not reeognizQ/.tliep:iffl.-iS23?;>g^e isa 
the District of Columbia, . A : ll allusions., to th©nj-.aa. tha ,-' comstlta^os 
recognise themes 6$ persons. 8 ' --Kvery referehcp.to'.thQrai points <e$hly 
to the element -of psresrM^g; ■ and .'thusj .by , -the strongest .Implica- 
tion, declares that the constitution &c2i?e;.them. onjytoif' •perstaje^' 
and wUlnoi recognise. themim any. other-, lighta If/tney .c'scape .into 
free 8tatesj the constitution authorizes -their , being: taken. baekV.;' But 
how,? Mot as the -ppoperty.of aa " own^r," but- <ais person^*?- .md 
the peculiarly of the expression is a marked recognition; of,, aheis^s??- 
csnelH^o. refusal- to.-recognise ^em - Ea'cfcttelG^^arcons • li?M. £© 
service;." Aye cxm es MM to service l 5 ' That com fee ,Q©rmed : -only of- 
gmmso Again,-, slaves- give,, political, power - .as ^ 5 f8rsoab 0 5 ';, : .^s 
constitutions in .settling &e'-principle. ; ©f- ' .-.representation,- requires, ih&m 
©numeration ,in the 'census. ■ Slow'?-. As 'pjeoperJy.? - Tbep's^fey. teo.t 
include race horses and game- cocks? • iSlaveSj like'- other, inhabtealfca. 
aye eslumerated as iS pereaaso 5 ' . ■ ■ -8o fey the-constiwion, the. government 
was pledged to,- noa-inte jfere&ce ,^ith . es .the ; migration. oosrapoita^OB : of , 
su&'jpsroeszo^, as the Stated .nnght 8bink p^op8& ; to;®Wlu3^U;i^%' 
and authorised 'the- laying ,©f a tes-.-oai, each ? s person' '--ctj.'^dnsatJeds 
Fufther 9 slavjes-esre i^cog&ised- as gsrsopO'fyt the.-esaeiron' ■tf.jfc&g^fri 
gi£Z£Q. : t® the.goTOifflin3n£»- /Foroiencsaag^Sthe-gQ^erpmspt-ftoveq 
sra teM go gmittss $ Es.percons tlisy-.'are- QnMei-.to.v: : .cWE#foif4liQis' 
defetecej to the mieB of.Qyidsnceti-.'amd-to ^diis-pEceeE^.of^-feWa^^.^d 
'mps?m& thsy'.^..'jsuni3!aedi ' -.Tmsytlmj 'fijsa Ic^ded.wi&^c^e!' ^de- 
bilities M-cousrts :pf kwy-Guela ciia' grea% .-.obstruct :'ees'd ©^n.^STataMy 
defeat' the • ends of justics 0 . yet they, are'' still secognfead ,, eo.- ss?cc::o*- 
•E?ea -ia-the' legielatlom ©f. , €oB^o3j-,md- , iB: , th©-.,dip!ora^cy : of &g gSMe- 
•jsal' goTOriamentj' iotswikjteTOg- the #equ©nt .and ftids 1 t'^SJa^fe2'^¥ , 
fr©sa the- iategrf^-c^th©4.coa3^tBsdoE--oa.'Jhb SKbjss^.ofe.veo-.ars [ fM 
©3ccgaised : as.^rfl^^u7 VTitho-'at qadiica^ion;- : <pc3gire:3 -fe ,p|\^syt} 
E^feed to grant compaKa^oa for davsj IsSHsi 'or-tabsa Cfea .^j©^. 
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tfvfia'fl^ into; -th®. United;.' States" . 

s&je&t&d M &vxfo '■: 'tpp^G&tibm'- . tdv * ebmpMsation, 0 • •', ■ Besides, /• -both fa 
<^5^^ioJi^6ciis,;^fi iEjioTO 'EtatiQiEaal. diplomasy,-sla:ves and-' property 

-iw^f^^&^t, froni-mere .pro- 

y^ia&le/tfg^^ United States', constita-. 

ii6iM-, ; '«?atjgM m& 'jxtetiiiife and taofct worthily 

^dkyii. .".-Il^aedgijizetj' ali'V&timaft. brings as> ms^.^ persons/' 1 , -alnd. 
tijsps ''fta-^^Kfe^*:^ fa->i3K^ Qiigb^l -'dvaftv- of... the '<PectayateoBjvas it 

^Ma^ftpW^ • had 

cDtis^'y^kte''6^' : life;iiiid'. lifesriy' thVpersonsof a distant people,- carry^ 
iB§?tSisM H3|^' ; &j|aVe% ! '' <*•'■ determined to keep iip -a '.market where 
sieh should Wbought'and teold/^thus disdaining' to. ■ make 'the charter 
o^'aifesdotti" "a"; waWaHtf«w",tlie arrest' of a^vthat they.- might- "-be- shorn; 
botk.ofcnW^ yw: ; ,\ -v; ■ • ' 

<4!i%&^tebE&t^ committee of five' appoint- ' 

edto'^ifa^ of Wependence, and a-'raember .'of the cb>. 

tiantib%-that ; foBiiQd-:the/ ; 'iJaited-- 'States' .constitution, -said," in tha first 
Coa^ss ■ after ; its" adop^ 

psTsomy '(sl^^ ap- <a - species if .^^^/'-^[Lloyd's . Cong. ^Eeg.- 
p„;,@Mi«.5^- ; ^hat. the..pnited''States*;Constitu1don;. doe's-'; ifof.'make 
slaves ^.property,'? fei9hoWintEe factj'''t!iatn6 per,sorif either' as oc'ctei.'- 
Eeia'b? the v United; Statesj.br'Jjy ; 'having Ms domicUe withhythe United 
■Stafe^'govejaiment, daahold slaves. ' •^He'caa'Jtold' ihem -pnly by.derii. . 
vihg ■ -his power -feom' state? laws, o^'from. the laws of Cpngressj,-"'i£-.be. 
feold/ -slaved within . tfe District." •.' ButvaorpQiiaon/iesiderit Within tfhe 
United' 'Stated -jiirisdiciionj! : and '^Vwithfa the -District, ifar. .within "a v - 
^teVwhose'-^^ 

la^sof such'&stafebr district^ having'iescaped therefrom,' ci® : &0 keU-as _ 

•• * 'Mqbi- : hotd|^^% wider the "-United- States 0 government' ; though . 
residing 'beydnd"th& Mauds, of 'any.: J s^te,-'district,.-or;.territoryo '.,..' An' in-"' 
haMtanfrtof 'the. Iowa Temtoxy can hold.-: property there '-under the- ■ Itms 
ol'.' the'-' United 1 States,'. ,bafc -he'-.' cannot '"'hold slaves, Cthere >under "the- . 
UsSted' ^tQ^*tew8j',nor^by virtue of the 'United -States' -Constitution* 
■■tttfr>iflpsj6-itbe :ground 0f-Ms ''.United'.^te,tg8 s citlzem^hipj nor 'by having;, t 
MfeM^etl^^^^ '. :-The' : constitution'. ' 

ES^her^ .prbper-tgr^ hut -"merely the fact- 

ikkf'&Q-i'pMisB'. ka/ee jwrisMciwifreticfa m its wik Um^. : mSi. fka&. there- 

«^*d®^-tos.'^-V\:-'" • •'. \: ■•' •■;.'•.■.'''■•■■■ ;'■:■■::■.' ■,';"'•;./•• _ ■•■.'• 

r^MaaEys/'iir-.tlte'"'. clause' 'iinde^'-'coaddei^oii' ; ^ipavate;' " pwipei^f. ?* ' 

fe- ; fibt''ib'%s : taltea.-^vithoufc-jusS'compsnEatibno S9 •" f lirsrf . '3Ef jus* 
ta8£ fe ! to'.'ba-appaaied' to m'-doteraoinittg' the.r fflfTjwp^ of .fiompensa- 
t'i#,^'IeS 'he? *de(ieipu%e ..ths ' §spmM ■ akoi " : '!f tt' l b8v>'feei'.. province to 
G^'fe "i;s2£# i^mpssm^m- i3^.j?js^'it- t fe:-li9rsr,fo;m|: -vhsilier «sj|f 
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teres;t. .. fand since tfe.slayie's, s ^pjravate'prQpe^/f s ha^he'en ..^-y-, ., 
as^d s>pcQ,^' s c'oi^p : ensatiom w ,id impp'.ss>ble'4-rtHere being mo ^assjiifesal .' 
o^?s ..^l^m^il^t^tliat cant be done is to. 'restore, to bim hisorigiar''' 
private, property. ' ' '''•'* ' "" 



yery.has been aboHsHed by ,iaw»" no, claim for^compenWiiori has. been 
lowed. , Indeed the. mai^ jSjaj?© 
qiyte forestalled \\ -tHe?,- iei^^.^b^s^ch a'.clciin^. ' ' 7' 

# . >The abolition .o£ slavery, in ( the \ District 'instead of" bs£ag' ^ legjsl^ 
tiye,. ^nonaaly,. would prbceedupon the prmeMes dip, every 'nay ,legisla= ' 
tion. ft has been shown already, that the united States' Copstitutjlpa 
does npt recognize, slaves as. "property.'' " Yet. ordinary, legislations is" 
full of precedents, 4bpwing that weneibsoMte. property isJn J many're- ; 
spects wholly, subject to legislation. "The 'repeal of the : .law of entail- 
mqnts— ^all .thqse . ,ae,$s that control the alienation of prbpsrjiy, rite dispo,V : 
sal by will, its passing to heirs by descent, with the'- question*' who. sjrajl' 
be heirs, and what shall be ; the rule of distribution among ^em^ o£ 
whether property shall be transmitted, at all by descent^ 'rather 'ihaa 
escheat tQ the, estate— these, with statutes of lin^^on, '.and various oth«. 
er v classes of legislative acts, serve to "illustrate :, 'the i ; 'acttowledgefi . 
scope of, the, law-making power, even where .property & tk^et^ '-sense- 
ahsofate. Persons, whose property' ' is thus ajgected. by public- ( laWs* , \ 
revive from ; the government no compensation for their losses, unless 
the. state has been, put '.'in possession 'of the, proper jy.'takeii ftbi©' 
them.. '. .' . ' ' r . ..' .'.' ( , . ',; ■ ' ,''' 

-' XHe ; preamble, ; ;of''the .United. States' Constffition , ; declares it .to' be' ., 
a fundamental object of the organization of the gipveriun'en^ 54 &V2sxAB= '' 
iiisH justice;. 53 ... Has. Congress. t no, : power fa do/'that lor 'ivlMcli'it Was. 
made the depository .of power ? .. .Cannot ihs /IJnited States 9 Govern^' 
ment fulfil the^urpose for which ft was bought" mf® ^ingi' 

.To. abolish slavery, is fo.lxike.frorn'no.rig^id owner his^'pr 
but to; ."establish justice " between parties, '^p^etoancip^, 
slave,, is. to ff, establish . justice " between Mm 'an&.h'is 'master^-to 
around the person, character, \cpn^ience^.. : %8^ 9 /'anld : ! <ic : 
relations, pf the. -one.,., t^sam^'hw.^h^, secures./and biesses 'the r ~.w« ? . 
In other %p#Isi, to prevent by .legaVres^^ts .on^ bias's of men'ipfbm'E'sfeo • 
ing upon another; class, and rbbbii^gihem ,a£ pleasure pi? thep ..earnings., ! : 
their tiinev.'1^e^ ij^^^evil^^KiI). m&^yetg #e^an'«f 6tim&T T 

anct. enaft that,, mnp'eence'. an4,,,h.eIpjessness~^nW 
entitted'40^ 

longer revel 'upon their spoils 'under fhVucense, ssa& 1*y- '^ie'fflii^fs^.'^ 
tipnof. lam I. Congress, :% r possessing <<exclusi$te legMistiem 
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eases whatever," his &' general protective poise? for n&r,' the inhabi- 
tants of the Diotvict If it has no power to protect- one man in the Dis- 
trict it has none to protect another— -none to protect and if it can 
protect one man and is bound to do it, it can protect every man—and is 
lowid to do it. - All udmit the power of Congress to protect the masters 
in the District against their slaves. What part of the constitution gives 
the power ? The clause so often quoted,-— "'power of legislation in alE 
cases whatsoever," equally in the " case" of defending blacks against 
whites, as in that of defending whites against blacks. The power 
ia also conferred by Art. 1, Sec. 8, clause 15 — ss Congress shall have 
power to suppress insurrections"— a power to protect, as well blacks ' 
against whites, as whites against blacks. If' the constitution gives 
power to protect one class againsft the other, it gives power to- protect 
eiilier against the other. Suppose the blacks- in the District should 
seize the whites, drive them into the fields and kitchens, force them to 
work without pay, Sog them, imprison them, and sell them at their 
pleasure, where would Congress find power to restrain such acts? 
Answer ; a genera? power in the clause so often cited, and an express- 
on® in that cited above— Congress shall have power to suppress in- 
surrections." So much for a supposed case. Here follows a seal one. 
The whites in the District are perpetrating these identical acU. upon- 
seven thousand blacks daily. That Congress has power to restrain 
these acts in one ease, all assert, and in so doing they assert the power 
" in all cases whatsoever." For the grant of power to suppress insur- 
rections, is an unconditional grant, not hampered by provisos as to the 
color, shape, size, sex, language, creed, or condition of the insurgents. 
Congress derives its power to suppress this actual insurrection, from 
the same source whence it derived its power to suppress the same acts 
in the case supposed. If one case is an insurrection, the other is. The 
acts in both are the Same ; the actors only are different. In the one 
case, ignorant and degraded-— goaded by the memory of the past, stung 
by the present, and driven to desperation by'the fearful looking for of 
wrongs for ever to come. In the other, enlightened into the nature of 
rights, the principles of justice, and the dictates of the law of love, un- 
provoked by vA'ongs, with cool deliberation, and by system, they per- 
petrate these acts upon those to whom they owe unnumbered obliga- 
tions for whole lives of unrequited service.' On which side may pallia- 
tion be pleaded, and which party may most reasonably claim an abate- 
ment of the rigors of law? If Congress has power to suppress such 
acts at alt} it has power to suppress them in aiL 

It lias been shown already that allegiance is exacted of the slave.-' Is 
the government of the United States unable to grant protection where 
it eMcts allegiance ? It is an axiom , of the civilized world, and a 
masim even with savages, that allegiance and protection are reciprocal 
and correlative. Are principles powerless with us wMch 'exact koniage 
of baybasiass? ProZesiim & iJtz coh&sot&sionax. Tads 1 ? of every Immatz 
heing wide?; iiie ekahdve legislation &f Congress who, bus nsl forfeited iz 
by crime* •. • ' 

In conclusion, I gjgue the power of Congress to abolish slavery 'm 



ska District, from Art. 1, sec, % claims l s of the <cons£itatica-5 "Ccji° 
,gres3 shall have pov/er to provide for the common defence and . She 
general welfare of the United States." Has the government of the 
United States no power under this grant to legislate within its own 
exclusive jurisdiction on subjects that vitally affect its interest? Suppose 
She slaves in the district should rise upon iheh masters, and the United 
States' government, m quelling the insurrection, -should Mil anynum° 
bar of them. Could then* masters claim compensation of the govern, 
ment 1 Manifestly notj even though no proof existed that die partic- 
ular slaves killed were insurgents. This was precisely the point at 
issue between those masters, whose slaves were lulled by the State 
Sroops at the time of the Southampton insurrection, and the Virginia 
Legislature: no evidence was brought to show that the slaves MUedby 
She troop? were insurgents ; yet the Virginia Legislature decided that 
their masters were not entitled t& compensation, They proceeded on 
the sound principle, that the government ma; in self-protection, destroy 
the claim of its subjects even to that which has been recognized as 
property by its own acts. If in providing for the common defence, the 
United States' government, in the case supposed, would have power to 
destroy slaves both as property and persmis, it surely might stop Jiulf^ 
way, destroy them as property while it legalized their existence as p&?~ 
sons, and thus provided for the common defence by giving them a 
personal and powerful interest in the government, and securing their 
strength for its defence. . 

. Like other Legislatures, Congress has power to abate nuisances—to 
remove or tear down unsafe buildings — to destroy infected cargoes— ?to 
lay injunctions upon manufactories injurious to the public health— -and 
thus to (S provide for the common defence and general welfare" t by de- 
stroying individual property, when such property puts in jeopardy , the 
public weal. 

©ranting, for argument's sake, that slaves are " property" is the 
District of Columbia— if Congress has a right to annihilate property 
there when the public safety requires it, it may annihilate its existence 
'as properly when the public safety requires it, especially if it transform 

into a protection and defence that which as properly perilled the, public 
saterests. In the' District of Columbia there are;, besides ..the. Uaited 
: t§t$tes 5 Capitol,, the President's -house, the national offices, aad archives 
of the Departments of State, Treasury, "War, and Navy, &e '.General 
Post-office, and Patent office. It is also the residence of ; the President, of 
all the highest officers of the government, of both houses of Congress, and 
<of all the foreign ambassadors. In this same District there are also seven 
thousand slaves. -Jefferson, in his Notes on Va. p. 241, says of slavery, 
that the State permitting one half of its citizens to trample on the 
rights of the other, transforms them into enemies and Richard Henry 
Lee, in the Va, House of Burgesses in 1753, declared that to those who 
Iieklthem," slaves must hs nature! evtenvieG"' Is Congress so impotent 
Skat it cannot exercise that right pronounced-both by municipal and national 
Jaw, the most sacred and universal — the right of self-preservation and de- 
fence ? Is it shut up to the necessity of keeping seven thousand " enemiea" in 
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" s tli3 heasi of the nation's citadel 1 Does the iron fiat of the sonatitufcioia 
. doom it to ■ such imbecility that ii cantwt arrest the process that made 
them f enemies," and stiU goads to deadlier hate by fiery trials, and 
' day by day adds others to their number ? Is this providing for the 
eoB&non. defende and general welfare 1 If to- rob men of rights excites 
•iheir hate, freely to restore them and make amends* will win their love. 

By emancipating the slaves in the Districts the government of the 
United States would disband an army of " enemas," and enlist " for 
tke common defence and general welfare,** a body guard cf friends 
seven thousand atrdng. In the last v/or, a handful of British soldiers 
sacked Washington city, burned the capital, the President's house, and 
the national offices and archives ; and no marvel, for thousands of the 
inhabitants of the District had been "teansfoemed into enemies." 
Would ikey beat back invasion 1 If the national government had exer- 
cised its constitutional "power to provide for the common defence and to 
promote the general welfare,'* by turning those "enemies" into friends, 
then, instead of a hostile ambush lurking in every thicket inviting assault, 
and secret foes in 'every house paralyzing defence, an army of allies 
w«uld have rallied in the hour of her calamity, and shouted defiance 
from their raunitions of recks ; whilst the banner of the republic, then 
trampled in dust, would have floated securely over fbeemen exulting 
amidst bulwarks of strength. \ 

To show that Congress can abolish slavery in the District, under the 
grant of power "to provide for the common defence and to promote 
the general welfare," I quote an extract from a speech of Mr. Madison, 
of Va., in thefbrst Congress under the constitution; May 13, 1789. 
Speaking of the abolition of the slave trade, Mr. Madison says: "I 
enculd venture to say it is as much for the interests of Georgia and South 
Carolina, as of any state in the union. Every addition they receive to 
their number of slaves tends to weaken them, and renders them less 
capable of self-defence. In case of hostilities with foreign nations, 
they will be the means of inviting attack instead of repelling invasion. 
It is a necessary duty of the general government to protect every part x>f 
ilia empire against dagger, as well ifderital as external. Every thing, 
• ivMch tenia to increase this danger 9 thntgh U maybe a loml affair, 

fii iivsuss '.lifdmial esspense or safety, it hecoHies of concetti to every 
tfari of Hi3 tirdoii, and is a 'proper subject for the consideration of ikose 
■znarg&d-vfiih the general adniinisimUon of iliegbvemrtient™ Cong.. Reg* 

-xi QaO,ai. ' 

WYTH3. 



POSTSCRIPT* 

Mr apology for adding a fiostcript, to a discussion already perhaps too 
protracted, is the fact that the preceding sheets were in the hands of 
the printer, and all but the concluding pages had gone "t^- .dgh thepres^ 
before the passage of Mr. Calhoun's late resolutions in the Senate 'of 
the United States. A proceeding so extraordinary,—- ^if indeed hence- 
forward any act of Congress in derogation of freedom and in deference 
to slavery, can be deemed' extraordinary,— should not be. 'passed in 
silence at sucfr a crisis aa the present ; especially as the passage of 
one of the resolutions by a vote of 86 to 9, exhibits a shift of positionon 
the part of the South, as sudden as it is unaccountable, feeing nothing 
less than the surrender of a fortress which until then* they had defended 
with the pertinacity of a blind and almost infuriated fatuity. Upon the 
discussions during the pendency of the resolutions, and upon the Vote, 
by which they were carried, T make no comment, saveqnly to record 
my exultation in the feet there exhibited, that great emergencies are 
true touchstones, arid that henceforward, until this question is settled, 
whoever holds a seat in Congress will find upon, 'and around him, a 
pressure strong enough to test him— « focat blaze that will find its way 
through the carefully adjusted cloak of fair pretension, and the seven- 
fold brass of two-faced political intrigue, and no-faced lion eb^mttalmiif 
piercing to the dividing asunder of joints and marrow. Be it knowa 
to every northern man who aspires to a seat in oar National councils, 
that hereafter congressional action on this subject will be a m&issv 
sevelator-— mailing secret thoughts public property, arid procianriing 
on the house-tops what is whispered in the ear— smiting off masks, and 
bursting open sepulchres beautiful outwardly, and up-heaving to th e sun 
their dead men's bones. To such we say,— Remetiib&r iHie Missouri 
Question, and the fate of those ■ who tiksa sold the : Jres 'states &nd iliii? 

dwh'birthrigM'! ■ - ' < ; 

• Passing by the resolutions generally without remark—^the attention 
of the reader is;- specially solicited to Mr. Clay's substitute 'foy" Ms 1 .. 
CalhounV fifth 'resolution; " ' '' 

"Eesolved, That when the Bisaici of Columbia was ceded !>y ''the 
states of Virginia and Maryland to She Unfeed States, domestic slavery- 
existed in both of these states, including the ceded territory, and that, as 
it still continues in both of them, it could not be abolished within the 
Bisirict without'' si violation of that good faitlbi' which 'was implied m 
Slie cession and in she acceptance "of the teratoids %»v«»'sss coiapis:^ 
cellos, wore Tziib to $ko pzcpdzjozz of -slaves* 'v7itsid".,,\.w.Kiaaii«i» «i« 
ismpeto&nt'oi an' amendment "to the constitution "of the; United States? 
Eor'without exciting a' degree of just alarm and apprehensioa m -t&s 
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cCateo ffccfijinisasig otavory, for .transcending in miccirievouo tendency, 

any po:;ail?lo banofifc which could be actforaplibhed by the abolition." 
t - Sy advocating fchia resolution, the couth drifted ito made of defence, 
nn% by taking a position entirely new, but by attempting to refortify on 
c!i3 tes— abandoned mainly long Ego, ao baing unable to hold out 
cgaisiot assault however unskilfully directed, in the debate on this 
resolution, the cauthera membero of Congrersa silently drew off from the 
ground hitherto ■ maintninod by thorn, via.— that Congress hao mo power 
% tha.conotstution to aboiioh okwesy.in the District. 
■ ,., "Stie. passage of tfeia sec.elutfon— »with tfea vote of,©very couthern oena- 
t^r 9 forma 0. now oca in the discussion of this question, Wo cannot 
jpan jp. tho lantontationo of those who bswail it. Wo hail it, and rejoice 
in It waa ao we would have had, it—offered by a couthem senator, 
q^vcptcd by cp^om eenatoirB, and on the ground that it "was no 
cc3iproiBic3 "-^tSiat it embodied the true, southern principle— that 
■"thb resolution atood on as high' ground as Mr. Calhoma'a."— p(Ms , 0 
3?!TC3toj«-=' 5S that Mr* Clay'o resolution. was go strong ao Mr. Cal- 
.l!ipbaV~(Mr. ; Rive3) — that <s the resolution he (Mr. Calhoun) now 
infused, to support, was as strong as his own, and that in supporting it, 
these was no abandonment ©f principle by the south."— (Mr. Walker, 
«yf Ms.)— fusifiiQ^ that it woo advocated by the southern ssnator® gene- 
■ sally aq an expression >of their views, and as esttiag the question of sla- 
very in the District on its ims ground—4hat ianally, when the question 
was takea, every .slaveholding senator, including Mr. Calhoun Mmself, 
voted for. the resolution- 

By passing this- resolution, and with such avowals, the couth has 
.unfittingly but explicitly, conceded the main point argued in the pre- 
ceding pages, and crorendored the whole question at issue, between 
feasts .and -fee psiitianere for abolition in the District. ■ 

Tike c:zlj groand taken against the right of Congress to abolish sla- 
very in the Bbtriet fe, that it esisted In Maryland and Y&ginkv when 
&3.eppdoB' was made, and 66 go i6-olM eoiMxieoisi dttfh of them? it could 
' EOi lie abolished without a violation of that good faith which was ins- 
2>3!sj3 in the cession," ess. The -argument is ■ not that escksive cove* 
vci(f*u has no power to abolish slavesy within ito jurisdiction, nor 
Shat the powers)- of cx 7 en ordinary legislation cannot do it, nor- that 
the -clause granting Congress - fis esclusive legislation in all sasss what- 
coever-ove? ouela Bbtriet," gives no power to do it? -but. that the mi. 
cZx?3£22$> Gsg??s*2te of ©Be of the parties that' the other would not « s in 
all eases 59 use the power which said party had ecaseated might be used 
" cb €-2033," grsMMtq the nca of it. The only cardinal .point in the 
-&3i::x2n.-> h fesre .not only yielded, but formally laid down by the 
uteth-ei fee kr.Sng article is tliek creed on the qu&itoa of Congrea- 
c:oaal pricdictinn ever -slavery in the District. The season -given why 
Coi»grec3 dSicdil zlc'i abolioh, and the cole evidencs that if it .did, ouch 
aJbolition would bo a violation of f J geed faith," id : that " shyery c?iB 
ezTZizziOD C:z f-vszz c^^-j/'-^'liuo a^mittisg, that if G'avefy did. £02 " otUl 
centre" m Slices Stater,. .Cangre,c3 coald aboli;.B it in the DioMfiut. 
"Sko c?.r,:o efcrdea h aafie alee in the pcriso?, wMs'i otato that da- 
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very existed in thpss states at tho time qf ike 'eeotikm, <&c , . AdaMtifeg 
that if it had not, emoted there then, but had grown up, la the SDioStcici 
under United States 5 laws, Congress might constitutionally abolish 'at.' 
Or that if the ceded parts of those states had been 'the &Mp parte hi 
which slaves Tircire held under their laws, Congress might have abol- 
ished in ouch a contingency also. ' The oession in' that caca leaving, nitf' 
slaves in those states,— no "good faith" would, bs "implied" in i%' 
nor any " violated" by an act of abolition,. The' resolution makes vir- 
tually this fiuiher admission,' that if Maryland and Vir^nia' should" at 
once abolish their slavery. Congress might- at once'' abolish ft in tne ; ; 
District. The principle' goes even further than this,, and requitfeo Con* 
gress in such case'to abolish' slavery in the District Ci by the 'goo&ftiMi, 
implied in the cession and acceptance of the territory.," ' §3ince, accords 
ing to the spirit and scope of the resolution, this "implied good' faitli"' 
of Maiyland and Virginia in making the cession, wag, that Congress ' 
would do nothing within the District which should counteractthe poli» 
cy, or discredit the "institutions," or call in question tlie usages, of 
even in any way ruffle the prejudices of those states,.' or' do what' 
might -think would unfavorably bear upon their interests ; 'ihemehsa 'pf 
course being the judges.' 

But lei us dissect another limb of the resolution. ' What is' to be' un- 
derstood by " that good faith which was - iShplied ?" It is of course ah . 
admission that 'such a condition was not e^/ressed in the acts of cession 
— that in their ismo there is nothing restricting , the' power of Congress 
on the subject- of slavery in the District. This " implied faith, ?s men,' ' 
rests 'on no clause or word in the United States' Constitution, or m the 
acts of cession, or in the acts of Congress accepting the 'cession, aor 
on any declarations of the legislatures of Maryland Md' Tirgin'ia,' saor 
oh any act of theirs, nor on any declaration of the people of those states, 
nor on the testimony of the Washingtons, Jefiersons, Madisons, Chases., 
Martins, and. Jennifers, of those states and times. The.ascsrdon, ' rests 
m itself 'elmef 'My.' Clay gmsses that Maryland and" ¥irginia i-asj?- 
p&oed that Congress would by no means me the power given fem*. % . 
the Constitution, except in such ways as would be' well' pleasing' ■ m the' . 
eye's of those states ?. especially' as ope of them was the 45 Ancient Do- 
minion P " And now after half a century, this 'atisi&Tiim ,^pstM,z&d .'of, 
Maryland and' Virginia, the existence of winch .is mer©' matter ;0f eon-' 
jecture with the 3© senators, is- conjured up akid' duly instaHed ; upon; the "' 
judgment-seat of iSnal appeal,' before whose me'd constitution are to Se ; Q 
away,' asad, with* whom, solemn grants '/of power and' 'explicit' gaci- 
raaties. are, when' weighed hi the balance, altogether lighter thasa 
vanityl. " ,' _.' "',-'...,'' -; : * ';'* 

But survey it : in another light. Why did. • B|Biylaaid;oaid^|F^MB''i 
leave' co'.-much\tb he 45 iiz^liea ?" ' Why' 'did theysfot 'isa Going way is#- 
f?2QQ what lay so near, their hearts ? Had' their voc-ab'alaify Vusn colow. 
that a dingle w^rd.couM not he elied <mt''&y'#te ticcasioia? .'Or 'wora _ 
thfcss sM23 ; co fctehfoil' of a ^ttddeB;'Mt ithey <3dr©; mat bpeaK .. out- ' 
foH wlsat thsy Coasted?' ' Or'dii'tlssy'-Kilio ftftsr gs63S&2" tot : 062i^ii?' 
would always haiki th-air wiolrss'-'iby' sffitdfe," £<£&■ • d^ayo" -tatss '$12^' 
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fi^yto^!?.. If,ffi honorable. qanators. tell w\ ? . Maryland and Ysrginia did, 
v^i^'lijay/j^i V/ira such abounding 'faith, why brought they .forth no 
mpks.t^. //,.' . : . , ' ' ',., . . ; . . . • .... 

\'It'is.sM,^Q in legigktioa as in religion, that the only, evidence of. 
u io'. works, and that 6 l faith" 'witJmst works,. is' .dead, i. e. has, rip 
f iff?^% ■ • . But here, forspbthp "a, ijlind implication with nothing. ejx$re&sed s .. 
a^j^ffed" faith without y/orks, is, omnipotent !. ' Mr.' Clay is lawyer 
enough' to'I^ovf thalli^j^land'and iTirginia notions .of 'constitutional , 
pp'w'e^ 'akrbgqfi. ,nb; g^ani^ an'4 that to plead 'them. in. a court of law, 
would ..'be oKs^ajT. service, except to jostle " their, Honors' " gravity . ! . 
He ne^drnpt'bktpjd t^iat the Gonstiiutipn. gives Congress.;'? .power', to 
e^^^J^^^v^'li^Mon in. all cases whatsoever over such Dis- 
trict nop 'that Maryland and "Virginia constructed their acts; of ces-' 
siop with thjs clause.' before tk&ir <$es,,and declared those acts made "in 
pprs^ance^ -pf-.it. ' 'Those, states knew' thai the tj. .S.-- Constitution, bad 
le^'ip^ffa^.^.^^ip^^" as to ( the,power of Congress, oyer the Dis- 
trict j..an adniomtipn quit© sufficient, .one .would think, to put "th^m on., 
t||k guard, and\lead'1hem to eschew vague implications, and, to resort 
£©■ pZip$ia$pm. \ _ • .They knew,, moreover,' that those were, times' when, in 
matters of high import, nothing was left to be " implied'" The cello- . 
nies^er© then panting from a twenty years' conflict with the, mother 
cpuntry,|'about bills of rights, charters, treaties, constitutions, grants,: . 
lunitatipns, and mts[ of cession.., The severities, of a long and terrible,, 
discipline > hail . .taught $ieni to guard at all points legi^tiv.e.gmniS) that 
their ;, exact import, and limit might b© ee^evideht^te^ 
a^find " faith" that sq^Aow? in the lptteryof chances,, ey'ery ticket 
would tum'up,a,'.p'rike'o Toil, suffering, blood, and treasury outpoured 



constitution of the United (States, with ite, amendments, 
tho^e of tfee : individual states, the '^^o^ts^Med, aptf Republic dqeu»-.' 
ments pf the ..general aid state .governments at $hatrperip.a\ . show', tb.% . 
universal conviction,^? legislative bodies, that nothing shpuldf be ...left. .tp;!. 
bs'^ "implied " ; whpn great-public interest . were, at stake.'. , , "■ ... .v. 
'• ^urthei'.'?'. Suppose, Maryland, and' Yirginia^ha^espressedjheirV^ , 
pHedfai^'in^o^ their acts,,of 'cession, as a proviso^, 

'declaring tbat : Conipe^'','sh^pld not ^'esercise.eicfe^^^^^ 
cafes $$^&fex; k : 6mjf u ^l.^^^t,"\xa^, that .th£* <; «w^ ff 'of-^pefy.. 
s^^^elan.e^ptioni f^io'dobg npt : knpwi^°%|^ess $ $ ith^,a>V ( | 
cepk$lj^ ^ye'viplate'd ib^ Constitution,.., y . 

a^wb^p ,th^'h,as. studied the, free", mood' of] ;thpssT tiun.es'; In its.jjear^g's,..' 
on 'slavery~pro^fs :,; of which are given': in 'scores on the" preceding;',' 
pa^Shr[S^,pu, .^rrW'l-kp 1 he/CTade,to.heUeye. .that.the, pepple : p|it|e 
Waited 'Stafea would: have seiaodelted their. Cpnieti^utiom for., the purpose 
of ; |sroyjip^H!g'..wg; slavery, anj inviolable , sanctuai^:. s^tnat .when toyen,., 
ftipj^i 'iis^pa^^^^/Qy^^r^^ setreatrng ^l^|k^'^9JP,!^h' 
Bp^bJ pf ' ^^^^;^^4.%¥>^^W^, f^'eij^teMo^i^'^' ~~~ ~~ 
tfig*.co.nsttion, * "* "* ' 




ffioao, when Washington, Jeflforeoas, Wythe, Patrick Peniy s BL. Oeor^o 
Tucker, and-a* her most illuotrioub n, wore .at. that raiioinQ.H5tfC.ilv©? 
eating the abr iion- of slavery by law; TObe®.Waphbgtom:hQdi3ijM3'two 
years ;>beforc> .hat Maryland and. Virginia ^gr&ust have luv>o fos; ,&d 
gradual abolition of slavery, and "at ^fQjmdtzot'remnio j-iand Iwhe'm -jpfc 
feson in bio. letter. to Br 0 'Prices,- three yearo before fee cecsion, 'had oaidp 
speaking of Virginia, u - This is. the next state to which -ao, sway; 4am ©iss? 
©yea for the interesting spectacle. 'of justice in confiict-with avarice an$ 
©ppression-r-a qonlSict which sacked. smis 'is. gai^w MtMr.BE* 
oqitits when voluntary emancipations on the' 1 soilwere tbsB.pfpgs'sscir 
sag at-the rate of between one and two thousand annually 9 (Se6' Judge 
Tucker's ".Bissertetion on Slavery,". p. ;) when the pwfelifo.seatpft.a&ft 
of Virginia-had undergone*, so inighty-q, revolnticin that -the idea' of 
continuance of slavery, as a permanent system could mot be tolerated!;, 
though she then, contained about half the slaves- m theVJJ©iop,...'WQO 
this theikae to stipulate for the perpetuity of slavery ^pider- tboteiiclEgivo 
■ legislation, of Congress? and-mat'./too when.etthe session, eyes?; 
■me of. her .delegation voted for the abolition of- slavery in $hV£Tpr&Fa 
West Territory ; . a territory' which she herself had ceded to She tJnion, 
©nd : surrendered, -along' with it her jurisdiction over her citsseas p iiahafei. 
tanis of ' that' territory, who . held slaves there-rand wtose ' davso 
. were emancipated by that act of Congress, in which all hei'.delegq.lbzi 
with.cn® accord participated?. . ■..'■• . ... '. ..;;> . . . ; 

, , -Now .in, .view of the universal belief then . "prevalent, ■ that .slavery m 
this -country-. was doomed to short life, and especially that in' .Masyjemfl 
®ad Virginia '* vould be. apeediip. abolished—must we- adop^-.the -kti©^ 0 
strous. conclusion that those eiteXe^desi^d' to bind Cd»gt©s3,ft3w.'to 
teminate it ?— that it was the Mski of the Ancient Boniiposa'thuD to UtS 
th& .United States by an «* imphedfaithj," andihat when the national' gov? 
<3rnraent'«ecej>fe$-.the .cession, she. did; solemnly thus plight-to -teot&j 
and .that Virglnia.did thenso m£&tfm&. ft ? Verily,- 'honoKMo'ssaatosD 
must suppose, themselves ,deputed,,to.do~o^ g&K^-fc--i60:'aig .w$tt so - 
our. legislation,, or' rather, ;that : they aye tfeeraksives absolved-fr^a osslk 
drudgery fey .virtue of their oinc®.! '.. . ■ -' .*.- : •. ■ 
.. 'Another- absurdity 'of -this '^implied iaitfe 5 ' dogma is, thM wiiers^tea 
OTS'no power to exaqt 'an',e^j > <?5G f ledge j'fera. was. ffiqn'e t©depfcpd om 
B5Kj?iife^;dne, and where there, was; no power- to- giv© the- oa^'j^^pad 
■Eone'to give the bthe?. •',- • We j have ^pwm'.alread^ 'tbat GoE^ers-SQi^sl 
BOfi-.feave. accepted, the-, cession- with' sudkei $omditi$n» .•■ . >T®, feaye ■f$$L7$, 
.away 'a -past of its constitutional grant, of •$sm$g woMdJiave>l:3sat:a 
■Ss'ssekvof .tne.Cbnstitution.. .The 'C^ngrs's3:^Mclii'.ac23pJed,fj^ efi^Xa. 
was •competent , to, grasp a ^.s'ointidm- p!sd*png telC- abt/i&rEse' xM : $$$ 
ipowe^ overika District' committed teit- feylfe '©sao^ttjiuio. ,•<'&& Jkaso 
jjto .power^ndad,' rite ffesojutjbn-.codd ©aly,. y^&'MdsIf*: ;,IfcM$-Eo-Gi2» 
•t8p3% to-.fckd aOThje^EenidoHgrf £3=' . ; CSotM.tfes/iiB8ml^D^ ; es^ss« 

j^:--®s^i^.>ws$$ .-. m ;.ws,|by-; ;£ferfte$s$3v feriSsa; , p^!.^^^ 

EJ&i '.;'Tfe-WG^d 'MVs3) fesSZl-a -,pK0lffiiSl!2S» : £0.'^0 



ftmz So Gmsftiwuzoti fe lip power* bruohfiag away fei ita ©cure;? 
fisia' eobwabo otretehed aei'oso ita path by the officiouomeo of am rav 
lieff-tineai 'predecessor. Again, the legislatures . of ■ Virginia and Mary- 
Ifedi,*'^ ao-power to bind Confess*.- either .tgrofci ©spreso or an im- 
'^Ued'; -pledge* never to ••abolish Glavery-ssi 'the District.-' Those- legig- 
■iiiteea-'-had.aq power-' to fejjnd themselves' never to -abolish' slavery 
OTi&in ■ their own- torritories-i-tlte ceded -'parto included. '.Where them 
would they, get pewer to- bind i^e^es' motto do what' they had no- 
power to mad- tfteizttslvso not- to do? If . a legislature could sot in .this 
i\abp'c5ct''©ontroJ'the siscceasive'.legisfetureoofitso'aa States, eould it con- 
trol -the Dttcce'ssiV© Congresses' of the United States ? . ■ ■. 

'Btit perhaps' e shall be told, thai; the 45 implied Mth ""of Maryland 
G&d,Vi&gkia %i i'fcjpS that CbngteEs. should -nouert abolish slavery -in' the 
Blsfk^'but that it "should not do -it until ^j'had don© it within their 
bounds' Eerily- this "Mth" comes little short of the faith of miracles' S 
Maryland i^d .Virginia have "good faith" 'that Congress .will, not 
alMiskuMiil 'thetfd® 5 ■ and then just as M good faith" that Congress.- arc?? 
abphah Ask' they'd^!, ' EsceUently accommodated ! Did those states- 
Suppose" that Congress would legislate over the mational, domain, .for 
• ESaryland and 'Virginia alone ? ; And who* 'did they 'suppose, woujd fee 
Judges intte-' matter ?~themselves msrely % or the whole .Union? . " ■ • 
■'■'■■■■*'£^m ^g©cd 'faith implied in the cession" 'is nojonger of doubtful is-, 
terpretation. The principle at the. bottom of it, when fairly stated, as 
$Ms;':«^That' the Gdverasnent of the United States are bound in 64 good 
' faith." 'to do hi' the District of Columbia, without- demurring,, just what 
tSiiwhen,. Maryland and' Virginia do; within their ,'own.- bounds., - lb 
'Shp% .that the - ' general government is eased, of all the 'burdens of legis*. 
■teion within ito exclusive jurisdiction, save that of hiring a scrivener to 
'copy 'o#the. acts- of 'the Maryland and Virginia legislatures as, feat -as- 
•th'ay are passed, &sd engross'' them,- under the title of - s l Laws ©f the 
•Umit&l' States ,for the- District of Columbia !" ' A slight additional en- 
pansa would "also be 'tacu'ffred.to-lsesping-'^s dEeKpress between- the co$» 
MoTs Of those Bs&tos and- 'Washington! cidy, liriiagSag Congress 1mm tim© 
to time its' 46 i^stms&cm 33 from head quarters ■!• '•• '■'.'-.■ ' ,- 

'What'a "jgloiious Usn^^^ to the 

f facpla- of the United States S ' We have been permitted 'to eet-ap at our- 
^^'.''OKpeiase,'- .and on our owm . territory,. -two great ' QW®£5dg-fatS!S&} 
' ^Ifid'^'Ssnato Chamber" md '".Represehta^ves' Hall," 'for the purposs 
!o^!padiB i g : dteroaS''' tf *b^ authority*' fca^&aae? echoes of -iMe legislation. 2 
'■ V^sai6tod : 'csfeo'^o kae^ M oiar'f ay. s,;corp'3" of puGsnfc-szfcgSrazfis? ranst* 
'• r ^S$sV wiih' l! prem'pto^ iaste^stio^ to sound -©a :.any -Mae •-of the ;st®$F 
•^cl&^ij&g^as Virginl&aiad ■E3tirylaa& - may-give the sovereign itey -note ? 

i^-w'S I^Msts&'iy^Mk asaad %ittMs &.fe«h3 legiimate-.esrgymg'oaS. 
^^^^^'pim^g-^u ' _ "^63? ''pr©68Gd- : ^?te^rJr upon the hf>. 
•^SS^^^^'^-xMrSSfA pieasDir© of VirgMa-oaid Maryland ate'-pas©. 
■^'kM'to tll63^of' / thej0nioili • If-the v " o^giEal feig&ofset^g/ apart 'a 
^&^l^iDMst'S£iSb'il3a forffcs fols O0BomES2odb^6m tcf #.3 coughs" ttess 
^^i^r^dl^ili^W^ia'iM^ IciTSer^aCTSiBgo. '-Tka <m\f 
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<©bjacfc ofiimfog mvh 6 pfatricfc y/as aai ejfcct tofcaJUyj^rye^tojd in fiho..?^, 
solution of &3r. Cky, andmfcha. !d^Qiusiono,6jrtk&entis'0 spurns d!©^^'; 
tion, upon-ita passage Jnqtead Qf &^g^d:grop^ ft f(Im& the j^^p^ 
tfra uWe Union waq th'o sole e$se8'of a federal disibactj.anS &$4i$'%Mj$ , 
•ba legislated ©verjfoF' '$& osadMfee ,H^piu$pn proceeds unpawn. , 
sio totally- the seversa. It takes a single point of policy,' ana 
it above matonal interests, wfito'ly .oyer^hadowmg them'f .©WgEtip^,, 
national sights { snaking void a clawse' pf the Constitution 5 $&umbij$g. 
the general 'government into, a subjeqt . crouchpg Iprjayorp flispp» 
rior 0 .and that too within its .o\vp : escl^ive.jurisdictionV'' 'AW the 
butep of sovereignty vested in 'Congress by the 'Constitution* it impale, 
upaaa'^hs p»!iat.pf>ana!i8ged $fnp%pa&ajii: ■ And this is .Mr* Clay's peaces 
oiSeriag, to She lust of ppwpi? and the ravenings/of slate' .encroachme^i", 
'A ^compromise," forsooth* , .tbat sinks.tbe ^ngral government' 
mtc£W3 iwtfkarg,, into a mere colony, with Ysrginia and 'ISaryland $?r7*$b 
"mother cpnntryi" ' It ip refreshing to turn feom these shallow^ <dip»' ' 
Sorted constructions and servile cringings., t© the. high bearing of - Qt^i* ; 
■souther© men in. ©the? times ; men, .who m legislators and la^ryes^.. „ 
•scorned ito accommodate their interpretations bf.constifwtipnq'aEd chias^ 
tess So .geographical lines, ot to bend:them,tpthe' ; purposss''pf a. political 
canvass. • m -the celebrated caga of CohenSj w* the State of iv$rgi%%>. 
Hon. William Pinkney, lateof ^oltimorej, and. Hon. 'Walter Jpnes^W* 
Washington city, with other eminent' constitutional lawyers, g^pi^f. 
m elaborate 'opinion, fen which the following is an extrac,U *?' Hpr iq., 
there, any danger 'to. be -'apprehended feom aUowing ^vdpnigresdo^' 
legislation trith regard to the IM'strict of .Columbia^ ite '.otuwrst epe^w*.. 
Congress is responsible to the States, and to the people fm legfe^l 
don. St igin. truth the' legislation of the states .oyer, a, d^t^iqipla®8d 
mi.es their antral, fob theib .own smEess» SP$ fcthat"'. of ,,the .l)is., 
trict, eseepS&s.tto prosperity of the IMsjpcft m^Qlve^.^djsoi^x^ : 
to tliQ ge®m& ^»a?^o'!T--p4fe of PMpey, jh» .$1*?pJ ' ' . . , y . . " ... 

This ^profound, legal ©pimm asserts, fat, that Oqngis^sajpatca 4egi%ift 
tioia over the district? -Is- "'the legislation 'of ,ths <^feff-sn'd'i^e §zp®^\ 
foot of $20® states, asad © mere' 'Jmeti&si- .of ;,the $aoj>ie 5) '3d. 5 s V^L'/wi; 
District , placed wader $-k> control," Ce? -.imdef • the control' of .e?| ,'tii£. 
States, not Of to© ps$Mty°Gktik-2 of them. •.' S5d. Thatitr/as.i&^pat.nn^E, 
their-control thske owjs. d&z.sjzS*' ' jfira.:"It .cffiseris .thai the . ; deoj.^, ; ' 
of -this exclpolve ■control ©^Congress over the. District >/as.' f ^pt^w. '^B 
bsmefitof the BMsi^f escg^as-fibat h.pB7tf&$M xn^i fi ^!^G^g^3^ 
^^^/.^©•gec^^-odyant^i . 3f tfeis.the cae3t7Mhiho 
•which is'<f3>sc^? cemcernqdi it is •pr^8BH#en%^o wi^.'Marj/lc^l '^'1 
Yirginics, which- are. -but 3ffi^ec% ; -mtereatedi . .^e.gi^mis^ o|' JJ^fj • 
Madipn ihihe Congress of 'Q'9,;aa eM'i^cl-^om'whjc^' .^s"b^s .g^m •• ' . 
oa $ preceding .page s iays.-. down-tfe^ same principle^ . .fct#^gh g^' ; - 
matter 154 5^7? Is a : fowi~&§&fa\\-$zt if<ii in&jifpeo . sj^s^^^p^ jss?; 

'aibjeeff®? the 'm:i^2f^B7hffikisse 



Ip/Cte^fli iffeaolution; aptly iliufeates the' principle, that error 
ipt wly 'jBoraiSi^te-'witii truth* bufc'fo.gefflsyally -at-issue with itself. ' For 
if? It would- be a- violation'-of ?* good : faith 9 ' to Maryland and Virginia, for' 
Cojj^ecs/to abolish slayei^ ra the jDistrict* it would haequuilp a viola"' 
fif&':& ,; C!op^^Q.to dq'ifc 'id&h ffie/conGemfaot even' 'at theunammduo 
|3titioB ; of.tli0 psp'plQ.of tbe/BisMets yet for: years it -has been' the 
coathern doctrine, that, if the ''people of the District demand of Congress 
EcsKef i^ ,thb^Fespsct» it;Mas power, m their local legtelature, to grant it 
tm& Urn ^n\iahmffa\&veifoih&VR* carrtr'-oftt. tW Will (if 'the: mtfoAha. Wnl 



. y . .„ '-there, carry out the "will of 4he : citizens, 

iflowmew;]^^^ optics of MiV'Clay have pierced 

the mUlstbne^^^ discoveries thicken/faster than 

theyban be telegraphed ! Congress Has no power, 0 'no, hot o. ; modi» 
cuml/ib'h'elp th© slaveholders of the Bistricts'-however loudly they may 
dame? for iL "' The southern; doctrine,, that Congress is 'to the, District 
ci .^ato local legislature; to' do its pleasure,' is tumbled from' the genitive 
into;, the -vocativel-,' ''Hard late— and that too at the hands' Of those who 
begat it !-. 'Th^'- reasonings -.of Messrs, Pinckney and Wise$' 'are now 
fbuod to be wholly ".at fault, .and' the chanticleer rhetoric of' Messrs. 
®fe«5oek; ' and Garland stalks featherless sad "crest-fallen. ' For the 
tfeeolutiop'sweeps by;the .board all 'those' stereotyped common-places. 



as 



■as;? -Congress' a .local'' 



t" "consent of the District, 55 
bound' to consult the wishes of the District," 'with other' catch .phrases 9 
whieh ( 'for the tost- two. sessions of 'Congress have -'served to eke out 
ccanty'suppliesV; :lt 'declares, that. as slavery ejasted uv Maryland tend 
y&gjwfate tJie'-ime. qf ike ' eesmm, 'and as 'it still continues in bath ' those 
■o&^,;.ii could' v not.fo a violation of' 

•^ihat:good!fe,ith, s ' fee., ,' ; <\ "' . ' ' •' '/ • < *i '■ 

. "'But let ,us'-see"whe;y,e this principle will .lead m... • If --^implie'd faith'*-, 
to Maryland and Virginia VesS-fflfe Congress from the abolition of skw 
. V3FJ '. in' the .'Bistrictp-.bscause those states' .have ;aot ' abolished \ tlim' ela= r 
very, it 7G$k&i$8 0on^reos to- do in the District '.what' 'those- states hfev© 
d6nQ:TaMn;tfeir.o^n' -limits, -i. - e<i, restrain; gihera. from ; abolishing'' it. 
Upoia;.tlie'.same-prine%le' Congress isMm&'t&jpr&itiMt e)m%ci$06iiwtifa~ 
m ,the5;Bistricti : : There iia M's^^g- ^Uce'hf tUis> plighted "faith." 
Coogreaa thtisifc •••no.idnly 'refrain worn laying ' violent 'bands 'brt slavery, 
and see-to it-that^e slaveholders 'thenteelves-^ . 
Iseeptte'';system -up to the Maryland and 'Virginia standard Of vigor t ' 
;:- j&gain.'iif the,: ; good faith"of.'Congress :; tO -Virgini@. r and . Maryland' i?e= 
qrawe6''"tha^ v 's!aveEy ■f^p^d ,: ^^t;ijiv^e'-]D^t!rib^ while it' essoin -those : 
c^t&vit requires; that it • should*"eiast th©r'fe "«?s ifr easts' m : 'thosS ( statSSo'' 
■If -go/ abolish ©ue% foriia' 'of ; elavery.in the l^st^bt'wptt|d^o1ate igbbdlt 
tjsMj-.to- ' abolish'' tM f&Tta' existing' -in ' those'' states, ; and -tb substitute 
cr .diCs^nt.v.OBQj!' w^ld'fals'p.' violate, it/. - ; The 7, 'Cpngressional ■ 4 5good 
&ith 95 ''is^b,b8kept : E0t ; ;oiiiy, with ;'ctm)enf s but^tWthe-.M^fesjS awd 
V&gtzM -;^/tes b£ .slavery?-; : . *!tbfe . faith" of; ^o^sta^n%&g'no%jd)iit 
0ds^eso o wpuld'-Eiamt^^.'a Qy^eiffl), Ibut iliiif tolheWis'i instea# 
^^s^afe^|.^^^^.'.^up' counteract their poHby^prinbiples ^rouUS 
II n^a^&inte»§c^^i1i^re 'coaffictisig.'with their 1 s^stem,-and "thus ■■&©•' 
tsm ®$£&M f ImpU®^ 51 ' - pledge' tjo^d-b^yiokte'do '-"On thio p^insi- 
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pi©, go long oostosreB ©re chattels pesEoa&J^in. Virginia oMMos^lm^o) i 
Congress could, not. !H&; ife©rai-*8«elVv ; eptefe in ,'Mfii"-lKo6^c^ : cia-'j, 
they are in Louisiana 5 mor could sft.p8rrait''alwes. f»/mC : ai<MP for'Bfojejj. 
ship (Hod ; according .to.' comscieKcs.j ...nor.- could jt-groBt/ttefe^ral'ife^Ji 
jusy 9 <aoff legalise, marriage 5' '.nor -require, the mtis^Mffie- .suf^eaty 
food and-.; clothing.?' wm. prohibit the\vi^ 

cause, such' provisions'; would. eonfMet ;y/itSB/iho; eiust!S(Bg'o!av© lawa:^ 
Virginia and;Maryland,, and t£hus;-vi61aia.ihe « j^bd faith iiraplie&" • 
So the 'principle .of the resolution bjinds Congress, in all these pasiiciifc/'. 
lars: . -ist. Not to abolish - 'sifavesy in the District wiitjil Virgfeo, .<w$: : 
Maryland .abolish. ■ M>. Hot' to. abolish' my?$@7t of it that'. r <?EE£$d 
those; states. •• 3d.' ; Nof to aboHsh'.any. fom or .up^S7ii4g& It stall 1 ©s»- ; 
isfcinjg..in .those .states. '..4th.- To ^ai&fr when, they d& • ®£h'o Tolsfi^ 
. crease .or .abate its rigors when 9 and aa 'the came are 'modified %y ■ 
those. states. ;' In a. word, Congressional ''action •in;.the'-DiDtFie^jQto/ 
flbajt -passively, to the- wake of legidative .action 1 ,OBi>2hQ subj$ct , aa ttee 
states./ v ' • •. •■. ; - ■■•'.''••:' ■"• -'•' , '..■.•-,' V-''-' *'_'■■?•;. 

• But -here.' comes' a ''dHemm&L .Suppose -the' legislation of thcsa Qtat^d - 
■ should' steer. different courseE-«-thea there would be 'to? wakes.! t -.Qm'- 
Congress- float -in both?' Yea? •■verily! Hothingis> too", hard' for it! 
obsequiousness .equals its " power of legislation- in'cS castes wha^£!:3ve'r. sl ^. 
It- can float »jp.on.the Yirgsnia tide, and 'ebb down on' the Marylamd«- 
What 'Maryland- does. Congress-, will do in this Maryland part.',, Wlftat 
Virginia does^- Congress - will da in the . Yirginia-'part.* - -'Though' -it 
not always be able, to -run' at the bidding of both # o^e^'espeejally.-'in' ' 
different. diree'tions, yet if it. obeyed ordem'Cheer^lys'and ^ Sept'ins^ 
place,"' according .to its & good\Mth'mpl^ w '^ptmbil^^'.|^i^' swt- . 
be rigidly esactedd '. -■- Truej .we have the. highest .Eahc^pa f^r pasta' 
that. -no- sKffl'j& 'caB; serve. ;twd masters*-»but if '* cprgtoratsona ' %kinp .ss©- * 
eouls 9 SJ - analogy. -would absolve Congress on. that scores, or a$; moat/give 1 * 
it only: a -m^smmM ■qml=^m>t lar^e enpugh-t©' be • at ; &E to^he iway., ''-pp 
an esc^ption-.to^Q'umversal rule -laid- 'dowa- to : .&©sai^m-!v. - a : ■* 

■.In following out the. absurdities :©f this '"implied. ^ood-MtV isbsssll 
be seen - at once that'.the • docSrine of 'Mr.- Clay's Sjesblutioa <di$®mh-M 
all ike 'Suhjects; 'of : feigislatim existing m : Maryland: -and ^iigiala?. 
which ,esist :alsjo ■ -within the BistricS.' . Every ; sys£em Pl . s5 -i^|5^o4/- 
law,- and'.established" usage there?; js placed', beyond Cob^ 
trol equally with-slayery, and.% gfae.sama 6 ? iioapMed faitfc".'. 9 '; < Tfee'.^feo i 
litioat'ofythe lotte^.i^stemsinithe' district aaeia immdraM^p' waa.ii'.S^ 
, granC : breach- of ; this . *fi good faith" -to 'Masylaj&d' ! ah'S ;lT«^n^^#^ ' 
system. still -'continued^ S>.-40>b6lipfe:.i!®pj^$i^t • 

for-debts-orcapital .pfuashment} to. iemodel ths-b^k sysle^'tSleV^bW' ' 




faiihimpHed m. the. cession.. , . c 

• That fogha-.'^Gts :of r i?^oa.i^such "*f@6pd ^#^-1^''«lsap^VI^. - 
Ysrginia and Maryland .as "is claimed to 'the'Eecolutb'a, ^'argei-fe^aS^ 
the.fectj -that iffii lfS4 ; Virginia ceded to. ihe Umijed Statoall'Sldi' ao?th»: 
west.tsrritovys ^ath the' special pEbviso that Ss^^.elt3E3nD;aa!^Hfeg'-W^i 
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te^itosy\(jMt)!fi #l*&ve/<!:liair' ^oom^msva^di'M^ ea^kmsA.M thesm, 
Q$A-'hb$?&$c£w fthe 'enjoyment --of;t^ek° 9%^' antHiberties.". : (8foa 
SowMh 'b£€$agreaB, -voL^ijpi oTfee cession ;. was .Hxp.de '.in Ijkm 
iiijtii-tii®, (lead, aa^ sigas€"by;'IE!ioMia's" -lefferson,,^ Samuel- Hardy, Ar«. 
ffls^i'IisQD, andJsjEieg' •MMnvoso' -^any-of these. iEm^bifcsaa^k I&l&.elaveG* . 
• Tforao- 'jre^qi afei 1 cespio'av the- ¥h?ginia .'delegation jri . -Congress p'o» 
$$3c3-$fa passage,' of, ^ibxidmefflcsi'.wMcfe' .should. Abolish slavery, -in 
te#'4es , ^itoi5. , yj'©iad declare'th^ ; never, thereafter ;eidst .these. 

All' %3-,pemb9fe of Congress, from Virginia aiad'Maiyknd- : voted .for/ 
tili5oW^^^V;Soppose-.!aomej member ,of- Congress had, during the 
pc^sag©' of iiQ ordinance, introduced the Mowing resolutions. *' l&esojv. 

tli^. ttrfesffi^h© •apf&weot,.tera<;opy .was ceded. byYirgrnk'to the. 
B^te^'' f^ss, domestic -skveryv.QOTjted/.iia .'that: ; Statej. mduding ..the 
c^et40Mtory» anfi>.as Jt -'stffl coEtiaue's ;ia that State, jt could -not ha 
a%oMsheilOT^^ of that .good 'faith, '• 

wMcl v/as- implied in the cession ahd.inihe acceptance' of the tejrito^. 
ry, 9J ; What would have been the indignant response of Grayed®, 
<§&pi0,' Madison, : and the -LeeSjmth&'Congress of ?8?,.to'»such.'a rejao- 
leSion, and' -of '.Caj^gton r Cft&jfm&n of. the Committee,'. who. reported the . 
rata£<^tioa;..ofA© -ordinance, in. the' Congress.of '8% and of . 'Page .and 
Fapk^ -who-with every' other -.member .of- the "Virginia; delegation ■ sup- . 

"•But to. enumerate all' the absurdities into;; whichih^ss- intere'sfed fe 
tl^;teso!^on : .have.' plunged, themselves, 1 would, be. io> -,raake;;a quarto/ 
teffl&&totty e -./W® defclins-the-taski and 'in' conclusion;;, merely addj/that 
Mr, .'Clay* ^/presenting itj. and 'each .of the thirty-sis;. Senators ■■ who 
vdtQd.^'-itj.'epePsioffithe records of: the -.Senate, and proclaimed' to, 
te-'-t'ios'ldj'.a ^Qat^rasw/orthy EQCusation against . .the iaii&lOHS'of Aineri« 
can®itlaens^feO"^EVQ 'during. nearly-half a-iCeRtury petitioned the --nai» 
tioHDl-ilsgislatUf ©' t© aMieE slavery im,the District of Cdluraablai «^ch&rg<> 
iag theca Qiih©ff fjitlii''.thp''igE03?apee or- the 'impiety.of;pfc5!ying the nation 
to violate '■ its. s ?$u<smBw.i?m!ma n ,-. The resolution virtually .indicts- at 
tlifrte''p£'ipilbl0 .opinion*.- ^d-braadaTTitfe^odiumj. aMihe.-.isasly' Bffanu. 
KnieSjiott^ocb'desj:- me.}!^- petitioners for the abolition ;'of slavery. in tha 
BlatricVand 'fijr; w long '.time the . -only ones, ^petstioBiag .' feom year, 
yeaififiteoiagh evil w&^wi andgood rejJOTt,. 'still petitioning, by individual ' 
gj^i3^e>'£B&M.#e^ '■'-.. ■•• -'^ ; . V" ' .• 

■ .IBiuVasiC it' mot .enough .to. 4aMe;the .^a?g©-agaks't'sueh-,men as'* 
B^j^miis: K^^>'.WilKam-i'&w?iei; . John. '^eEgeant^ 'Eoberts ^a'ujt, ,&id» ' . 
^MGSer€ol^enVaBd -fj&bei Ao whom .^e may a^d.EufuQ 5 '-King, ! . 

I^e^-lis^^ $2mme^ftamel%f . 

Tospl^SsBQ^ Webster, besides. 5 - 

efevete.%uffi#djl : f itisecs of the District, iteelf, headed by their, €hi$f $m<. 

Massachusetts,, ¥<3.OTiottt, and .Connecticut, whos^e ' le^latures 'hav©;. 
either -WedlOHaHseiS; Gonfjrass to •• abolish ; .-Hayery is, .She /BiatricV.-' of ■■ 

s^itoc£e3 : -their be gravely' 

i^Q.® eiraei? thafe.#eir : 'p3r?*c^Eom '•• io.so- 
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«MS,' they kE©w apt wfcarebf'.thay 1 affi^raii-ietf that 'their ampsd' nep^'p^ 
blunted they: can dema&d -without coj&pwnctio&^a violation. of .-Sho. 
tion'o .fkithS • ■ ■• ; . : , .,' ^ . ; ./..•.'•■' ■' 

. We have spoken already of the concessions un^lingiy'madia^k^l^) 
a-eaolufioH to the true' doctrine bf Odj^reBsibaal pb^yovpj? the BfeSijct, ' 
Fby that e©nctfssion,impQfftant aS'it' ia^.v/e Mv§cffl\v\l $Ma^fy$$i>$$ 9 
That such' a resolution, passed with' such an intent, and py^ssi^g^i 
thousand, points on .relations and interests vital to the -free states,, dImi#a 
be hailed, as it. has been, by -a portion of the northern press as a ** mm* 
promise.'' originating' in deference to northern interests, and to ba' 
■received by us' as -a free-will ofiering of disinterested benevolence, 'de- 
manding' our gratitude ' to the movers—- may well cover us' with'etosne<, 
We deserve the humiliation and have well earned the mockery. _ .Let 
it come i- • .' • • 

If,' after having been, set up at auction in the public sales-room ©fths 
nation,, and for thirty years, and by each of a score ' of " compromises, 9 ' 
treacherously -knocked off to the lowest bidder, and that without money 
and without "price, the North, plundered and betrayed, will not, ia-this 
her accepted time, consider the things that belong to her peace bafora. 
they are hidden from her eyes, then lei her eat of the. fruit of her own 
way, and' be;; filled with her own devices.? ' Let the shorn and' blinded 

• giant grind In the. prison-house of the Philistines, till taught by weari- 
ness and pap the folly of entrusting to Belilahs- the secret 'and theory 
f ody of his strength, - , 

; Have the free States, .bound themselves by an oath .never to -profit by 
the lessons of experience .? If lost to reason,, are they dead, to 
also?- Gam- nothing rouse them to cast about for self preservation? 
And shall a- life of tame surrenders be terminated by. suicidal sacrifice? 
. A "comp&omsb!" . Bitter irony ! . Is the plucked and hood=winke'd 
North to. be wheedled by the sorcery of 'another Missouri cosnpromic^ 
A compromise in which' the 'South gained' all, and the' North lost . a3i£ : 
and lost it'.forevero A- compromise which ' embargoed 1 the free • lahore;? 
of the North 'and' We'sfy and'xhitched at- the.staWhe. leaned upon, to 
turn it into a bludgeon and fell him ' with its stroke 0 ' A compffomiss 
which vwested from liberty 'her houndiess birthright; domain, stretching, 
westward 'to the: sunset, while "it gave to slaverylooss reins and a fee© 
course^ from the Mississippi to the "Facifico ' . 
Tiis resolution, -as it finally passed, 'is here ansertesi , 
65 j&esolved, lfet'the,kterferenc© by the citisens'of cay of the atQtop 

• with the view to j^uabolition of slavery m 0pffimt&&jW end&Bg&zflEw 
1 . the rights and security of the jjeople of .the. • District | ami that any c©£ 

off. measure of Congress designed- to abolish slavery' isa the-' Bista^ 
. would ha. a violation of the faith implied ia- the eessioa© hy the.ikaSsb.ef 
Virgtei aiffid Maryland, a just cause of alarm to the ps^fe of &s slaves- 
holding stated and have. a. direct and inevitable tendency to dfateh cmi. 
endanger to Umono 85 ' t . ..' ,' 

Th© vote upon the/irasolu&n stood as follows ; 
■feoo-T-MessrSo 'Aileij ®sya?4 Beaton, Bk.dk;, Bste&ssji^-^ri^a, 
'Calhora, Clay of Alabama/ Clay of , Ksntesky, Clayton, Cdmnio^ 
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Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, 
JSiles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier. Smith, 
of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White, Wil-iama, 
Wright, Young — 36. 

JVojw. — Messrs. DAVIS^KNIGHT, McKEAN, MORRIS, 
PRENTISS, RUGGLES, SMITH, of Indiana, SWIFT, WEB- 
STER— 9. 



